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Executive summary 
     Objectives: Task 2.3 is part of a wider Work Package 2 that aims to deepen our understanding of 

pathways and trends associated with radicalisation and extremism in Europe today, with a particular 

focus on gender and gender-related aspects, in particular in the world of young people.  Task 2.3 

aims to capture experiential dimensions of contemporary radicalization, in particular drawing upon 

themes and issues identified in the wide-ranging review of current research that formed T2.1.  

Hence T2.3 aims  to explore two key areas: not only how young people observe or experience 

radicalisation and extremism in their day-to-day lives, but also how they respond to this.  This task 

will contribute to work to be undertaken in the second part of the PARTICIPATION project, shaped 

by a strong focus on young people as actors against extremism and radicalisation.  

Description: T2.3 involved an ambitious strategy of focus-group research undertaken 

simultaneously in high schools and universities in five countries, namely Belgium, Greece, Italy, 

Romania, and the United Kingdom.  Following a detailed planning process to ensure shared research 

questions and protocols,  13 focus groups were held, involving 117 participants, and generating a 

unique qualitative data set around the ways young people in Europe encounter extremism and 

polarisation, in particular in relation to themes of gender.    

Core themes emerge across the different focus groups:  

 the way broad patterns of social polarisation are experienced by young people 

 the significance of the Internet and of social media to encounters with extremism 

 the association of extremism with new forms of communication such as memes 

 the significance of conspiracy theories as platforms for extremism 

 the continuing importance of gender to understand encounters with extremism 

 the development of radicalised forms of intolerance that mutate into hate, evident in the 

growth of certain cultures, in particular online, such as Incel communities, racism and religious 

intolerance 

 the importance of generation relations in framing extremism 

 the impact of extremism at the level of subjective experience and personal identity 

 themes of resilience that young people articulate when discussing their response to 

extremism, radicalisation and polarisation 

Results and conclusions: The encounters with extremism detailed by the young people highlight 

important aspects that were examined in T2.1, such as the increasing importance of ‘post-

organisational’ expressions of extremism, the role of social media, as well as the ways certain racial 

and social divisions have become exacerbated in a context of social and economic polarisation.  At 

the same time, the encounters with extremism described by these young people point to important 

expressions of agency and response, that together offer significant insight into pathways to 

resilience.  These pathways are at the centre of PARTICIPATION, and the themes identified in this 

Report offer important insight into young people as actors against radicalisation and extremism.  

These different dimensions will be detailed in a series of scientific papers to be prepared by the 

research team following detailed analysis of the data generated.  
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1. Introduction 

PARTICIPATION is a programme of research and innovation that aims to contribute to the 

prevention of extremism, radicalisation and polarisation through more effective social and 

education policies and interventions that target at-risk groups.  The focus is a holistic framework 

built around the engagement and involvement of social actors, local communities, civil society, and 

policymakers. 

Task 2.3 is part of a wider Work Package 2 that aims to deepen our understanding of pathways and 

trends associated with radicalisation and extremism in Europe today, with a particular focus on 

gender and gender-related aspects, in particular in the world of young people.  Task 2.3 sets out to 

capture experiential dimensions of contemporary radicalization, in particular drawing upon themes 

and issues identified in the wide-ranging review of current research that formed T2.1.  T2.3 

addresses this challenge through an ambitious strategy of focus-group research undertaken 

simultaneously in high schools and universities in five countries, namely Belgium, Greece, Italy, 

Romania, and the United Kingdom.  This was a challenging task, with many of the schools and 

colleges that hosted the focus groups facing very significant pressures as a result of the COVID-19 

pandemic.  The young people who participated gave generously of their time to support this 

research, in many cases underlining just how important they consider this issue to be, and the 

importance they attached to contributing to a European research project.   

We begin this Report by thanking the students who participated in these focus groups, together with 

the schools and universities that made this research possible by creating spaces in crowded 

schedules and at times significant pressures on available spaces because of social distancing 

requirements. 

The focus groups set the scene for work to be undertaken in the second part of the PARTICIPATION 

project, shaped by a strong focus on young people as actors against extremism and radicalisation.  

For that reason, the focus groups explore two key areas: not only how young people observe or 

experience radicalisation and extremism in their day-to-day lives, but also how they respond to this.   

The first aspect of this research involved discussions to identify and explore encounters with 

radicalisation and extremism.  This contributes to the overall task of this Work Package, namely, to 

identify trends at work in changing forms of extremism and radicalisation.  The second objective is 

equally important: how young people understand this encounter, how they attempt to respond to 

it, and from their perspective, what kinds of transformative actions are required to address the 

extremism and radicalisation that young people encounter in Europe today.   

PARTICIPATION does not address young people as audience, but as partners.  For that reason, the 

focus groups open out questions of agency and resilience, themes that will form the core of the 

second period of the work to be done right across the different Work Packages that make up 

PARTICIPATION. 
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This Report details the work undertaken in the focus groups, and highlights key themes, questions 

and challenges.  A very large amount of data has been generated through this research that will 

form the basis for a series of scientific outputs.  The current Report is limited to a summary of the 

key scientific and policy-related themes to emerge.    

Core themes highlighted in the initial review of research and policy (T2.1) emerge across the 

different focus groups:  

❖ the way broad patterns of social polarisation are experienced by young people 

❖ the significance of the Internet and of social media to encounters with extremism 

❖ the association of extremism with new forms of communication such as memes 

❖ the significance of conspiracy theories as platforms for extremism 

❖ the continuing importance of gender to understand encounters with extremism 

❖ the development of radicalised forms of intolerance that mutate into hate, evident in the 

growth of certain cultures, in particular online, such as Incel communities, racism and 

religious intolerance 

❖ the continuing importance of generation relations in framing extremism 

The encounters with extremism detailed by the young people highlight important aspects that were 

examined in T2.1, such as the increasing importance of ‘post-organisational’ expressions of 

extremism, the role of social media, as well as the ways certain racial and social divisions have 

become exacerbated in a context of social and economic polarisation.  At the same time, the 

encounters with extremism described by these young people point to important expressions of 

agency and response that together offer significant insight into pathways to resilience.  These 

pathways are at the centre of PARTICIPATION, and the themes identified in this Report offer 

important insight into young people as actors against radicalisation and extremism. 
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2. Method 
 

In line with the key aim of the Task 2.3 a focus group method was applied in order to a deeper 

understanding of young people’s perceptions and views on social polarisation, extremism and 

radicalisation and it’s gendered nature. The key areas to explore in the focus groups was informed 

by the previous Task 2.1 in which all partners had been involved. In Task 2.1. the team discussed in 

depth pathways and trends constituting radicalisation and violent extremism processes in Europe 

and produced a comprehensive and a systematic literature review entailing quantitative as well as 

qualitative analysis of existing academic and non-academic papers in the last 5 years. Building on 

these discussion and the report D.2.1 that was produced from that task, the focus group team 

developed a common focus group schedule for all partners to use, although flexibility and 

divergence was encouraged (see appendix 2 ).  

The focus groups were organised by gender to capture the different dynamics of discussions 

between women only, men only and mixed gender groups (see Table 1 ). These topics were explored 

through memes and social media engagement that are commonly circulated on social media and 

have become an pervasive form of communication especially among young people. Memes are 

communications made up of image and text, often simple to put together, and a building block of 

‘remix culture’, one of the fundamental characteristics of the participatory basis of digital culture. 

Each partner identified memes most relevant for their country (see appendix for the memes used 

by partners in the focus groups).  

The focus group schedule included the following areas that all partners aimed to address in the 

focus group:   

❖  Social polarisation 

❖  Radicalisation and Extremism (far-right and religious extremism) 

❖  Conspiracy theories as pathways to extremism  

❖  Anti-gender quality, anti-feminist and anti- LGTBQI+ sentiments/ideology  

❖  Incels/Toxic masculinity/misogyny leading to violence/gender based violence 

❖  Resilience and protective factors 

A total of 13 focus groups were carried out between January and  April 2022, all which were 

recorded. The duration of the FGs ranged from 40 minutes to 160 minutes resulting in a total of 18 

hours of conversations being held with 117 young people across five European countries: Belgium, 

Greece, Italy, Romania and UK. Most of the FGs were carried out face-to-face at educational 

premises i.e. high-schools, colleges or university and only two were conducted online (FG 4 GR and 

FG 7 IT) due to the difficulties to arranging students coming into class at the same time.  The focus 

groups with school age people in Romania were held at the PATRIR’s offices and not at school 

premises. Ethics approval was provided by the Middlesex University’s Law School Research Ethics 
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Committee (RE: Dec 18752 McDonald Amendment and Extension Form) on 14 December 2021 

(Letter available on request).  

Table 1: Details of focus groups  

Focus Group name Total 

Partici

pant 

No of 

wome

n 

No of 

men 

Face-to-

face 

Type of students Minutes Coded from 

FG 1 BE (men 16-19) 10 10 0 Yes High-School 75 Summary 

FG 2 BE (women 16-19) 11 0 11 Yes High-School 70 Summary 

FG 3 GR (mixed 19-21) 8 3 5 Yes University 40 Summary 

FG 4 GR (mixed 16-18) 5 1 4 Online High-School 55 Summary 

FG 5 GR (mixed 16-17) 8 7 1 Yes High-School 84 Summary 

FG 6 GR (men 16-17) 9 9 0 Yes High-School 50 Summary 

FG 7 IT (mixed  21-25) 8 4 4 Online University 109 Transcript 

FG 8 IT (women 18-25) 10 0 10 Yes University 127 Transcript 

FG 9 RO (men 16-18) 6 6 0 Yes High-School 78 Summary 

FG 10 RO (women 16-18) 5 0 5 Yes High-School 97 Summary 

FG 11 UK (mixed 16-17) 10 1 9 Yes Sixth-form college 90 Transcript 

FG 12 UK (mixed 20-22) 13 2 11 Yes University 160 Transcript 

FG 13 UK (men 16-18) 15 15 0 Yes College 40 Transcript 

Total: 13 Focus Groups 117 58 60   18 hrs  

Additional files 

Summary of FG 8 from Italy in addition to the full transcript 

Summary of FG 9 and 10 from Romania in addition to the separate summaries  

Total number of files used for coding: 15 

 

The focus group composition reflects a highly diverse set of students and from different socio-

demographic background. For example, while in Belgium and in the UK FG 13 the ethno-cultural 

background of the focus group participants was highly diverse, the ethnic composition of the focus 

groups in Greece, Italy and Romania  was more homogenous. Socio-economic differences were also 

observable between the FG participants. For example colleges at which the FG’s were held in 

Belgium and in the UK (FG 13 with young men) were all in deprived inner city areas, with the young 

men in FG 13 all doing vocational training, which are well-known indicators of lower socio-economic 

status.  This is in contrast to the university level students included in this study who tend to be more 

from socio-economically  higher backgrounds. For example in the warming-up section of the FG in 

Italy, most student mentioned that they had travelled to countries in Asia for study or work 

placement (FG 7) and the UK FG 12 participants were all Drama students which is often selected by 

young people from middle-class background.1  

The age composition also reflected some diversity with those age 16-18 being still in compulsory 

education (high schools and colleges) (total 9 FGs)  while university level students were in the older 

age groups 19-22 (total 4 FGs).  The size of the FGs ranged from a minimum of 5 students to a 

 
1 Zimdars, A., Sullivan, A., & Heath, A. (2009). Elite higher education admissions in the arts and sciences: 

Is cultural capital the key? Sociology, 43(4), 648–666. 
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maximum of 15 participants. Each country aimed for a minimum of two focus groups with Greece 

being able to carry out several smaller focus groups and the UK three large focus groups.   

The location of the focus groups were carried out in large metropoles, this include Antwerp 

(Belgium), Athens (Greece), Rome (FG 7) and Catania (FG 8) in Italy, Cluj-Napoca (Romania), and 

Manchester (UK).  

Access to students at high school was negotiated through schools and in Greece permission from 

Ministry of Education was also sought. Access to university students through various means. For 

example the focus group at university (FG 8 IT) was conducted with students from different 

departments in Humanities and Social Sciences at the University of Catania in Sicily facilitated by 

our partners from the University of Catania. In Manchester, access to the focus group at the 

university was facilitated through the moderator of the focus group, who was also running a Drama 

programme at the university (FG 12).   

The participants were provided with a Participant Information Sheet (see appendix) detailing the 

nature of their participation with contact details of the researcher. This document was send to them 

prior to taking part at the focus group via their teachers or access person and at the day of the focus 

group they were also given a hard copy of it. They were also asked to sign the PARTICIPATION 

consent form on the day of their participation.   

In the UK, refreshments were provided for all three focus groups and a moderator with whom the 

researcher had worked before contracted to facilitate the focus group discussions. Thus, in FG 11 

and 12 the first 20-30 minutes was spent playing warming-up games, which explains the long 

recordings of the focus groups (90 minutes and 160 minutes). In FG 13 due to a time allocated by 

the college, no ice breakers were used and no memes were shown to facilitate the discussions. 

Conducting this focus group was very challenging as it was a large group and many were distracting  

each other or being on their phones, which impacted on the quality of the recording. Nevertheless, 

the discussions and transcripts were very illuminating and relevant for this study. In Belgium, the 

focus groups were conducted in English as two moderators from the European Democracy 

Foundation were non-Flemish speaking partners and because most of the students were fluent in 

English.  

All focus groups were audio recorded. The UK focus groups were fully transcribed by a professional 

transcriber. The focus groups in Italy were fully transcribed and translated into English by the 

respective partners (FG 7 CESI, Rome, FG 8 UNICAT, Catania) and in addition to the transcription for 

FG 8, they also provided a summary of the FG interview. All other partners, provided a detailed 

summary of the focus groups with an evaluation of the topics discussed as well as key quotes. All 

transcripts and summaries of interviews have been anonymised. In some cases pseudonyms were 

used and in others the transcripts are able to distinguish between for example Person 1 or Person 

2  or Female 1, Male 2 but in the large focus groups this was not possible and therefore we were 

only able to distinguished between Male/Female/Moderator. When providing quotes in this report, 
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we have tried to harmonise the referencing but in some cases we also kept the original referencing 

adopted by the partners in the transcripts or summaries.  

The data was analysed using NVivo 12 Qualitative Data Analysis Software. A total of 15 files were 

used for analysis (5 transcripts, 12 summaries). A hybrid method to thematic coding was applied, 

which combined an inductive and deductive approach.2 This means the a broad initial coding tree 

was created based on the topics areas identified for this particular research task and an inductive 

approach was then applied to code the data systematically. All coding was carried out by on person 

only to ensure consistency across coding. All sections of the transcripts and summaries were coded, 

so that nothing was left uncoded and in many multiple coding of the same text was possible and 

used where necessary. Table 2 shows the level 2 codes, which are the main parent codes. While two 

codes are related to the methodology (Information about the FGs and Reflections on FG) the other 

8 nodes represents the key topic areas that emerged from the focus group data. The next step in 

the analysis included working through these level 2 nodes and writing node memos. All node 

memos have been attached in Appendix 4. The right column briefly describes and summarises the 

coded sections in bullet points and the left column includes key original texts from the transcripts 

or summaries. These node memos formed the basis of the final analysis for this report.   

 

Table 2 List of level 2 parent nodes sorted by frequency of references 

Level 2 Parent Nodes No of files References 

Extremism and Radicalisation 15 126 

Social Media 13 114 

Gender 15 105 

Memes 11 58 

Resilience/ Protective factors 15 55 

Social Polarisation 12 52 

Conspiracy theories 12 49 

Incel 9 11 

Info about FGs 14 14 

Reflections FGs 8 10 

 

  

 
2 Xu, W. and K. Zammit (2020) Applying Thematic Analysis to Education: A Hybrid Approach to Interpreting Data in 

Practitioner Research. International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 19: 1–9.  
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3. Data Analysis & Findings  
In this section the results of the focus groups’ main findings will be presented. Figure 1 is a visual 

representation of the coding tree which is detailed in Table 3 below.  

      

Figure 1 Word cloud of coding tree (level 1 and 2 nodes) 

 

 

 

Table 3 shows a detailed breakdown of the level 2 nodes broken down by the level 1 nodes. The 

level two nodes have been sorted by the most frequently occurring references, with the node 

Extremism and Radicalisation representing the largest node memo, followed by Social Media, 

Gender etc. This coding tree with the frequency of references and number of files in which the topic 

occurred in itself is very telling as it quantifies the otherwise qualitative data generated and gives 

some insight into the frequency and magnitude of a topic.  
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Table 3 Detailed breakdown of coding tree 

Level 2 (parent) nodes and level 1 (child) nodes Files References  

Extremism and Radicalisation 15 126 

Islam/ Islamophobia/ Terrorism 13 22 

Definitions and explanations 7 20 

Violence 9 17 

Generational differences 8 14 

Homophobia and transphobia 8 12 

Anti-immigrant/ racist 8 9 

National Superiority 6 8 

Radicalisation a process 6 8 

Positive connotation i.e. radical 3 4 

Extremism in sports 4 4 

Romaphobia 3 4 

Feminism is extremist 4 4 

Social Media 13 114 

Creates uncritical engagement/polarisation 8 16 

Automatic recommendation/algorithm 7 14 

Leading to extremist pathways 9 13 

Our normality/engagement with social media 4 13 

and young people 7 10 

Provides anonymity/internet trolls 6 9 

Differences between social media platforms 6 9 

Trending themes/going viral 5 7 

Online-offline identity 5 7 

Social justice issues/awareness 5 6 

Cancel culture/political correctness 5 5 

Gaming 3 5 

Gender 15 105 

Women put down/ stereotypes on women/offensive 11 24 

Snowflakes and Wokes 9 17 

Anti-feminism and anti-gender equality 12 17 

Masculinity/ gender roles 7 17 

Young men more vulnerable to such memes 5 12 

and LGTBQI+ 6 11 

Society or school doesn't talk about diversity/sexuality 3 7 

Memes 11 58 

Misogynist memes offensive 7 15 

Makes fun of people/offensive/ manipulative 7 14 

Humour/is funny 7 13 

Related to age 7 12 

Unconscious bias/ stereotypes 3 4 

Resilience 15 54 

Campaigns to raise awareness/school/social media 11 17 

Prevention work needed 8 13 

Just ignore them/difficult to change it 5 6 

Accept sexual diversity in society early on 3 6 

Becoming more aware when with age 4 4 

More collaborative and supportive culture needed 2 4 

Media responsibility 2 2 

Don't preach young people 2 2 

Social Polarisation 12 52 

Examples of social polarisation or extremism 8 18 

As opposing views, poles, divisional 5 14 

Segregation/social cohesion/diversity 6 11 

Exacerbated by the media 3 5 
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Not aware of term 3 4 

Conspiracy theories 12 49 

Related to COVID and pandemic 9 16 

Definition and factors contributing to it 9 15 

Examples of conspiracy theories 9 13 

Fascinating! 4 5 

Incel 9 11 

Info about FGs 14 14 

Reflections on FGs 8 10 

 

3.1 Social Polarisation  
Most of the focus groups started off with discussing participants’ understanding of social 

polarisation leading into discussions of extremism and radicalisation. Social polarisation was coded 

in 12 files out of 15 and in total 52 times. It’s a mid-size node with five level 1 nodes. Although, 

participants claimed not to be sure how to define social polarisation, and some claimed not to be 

familiar with the term at all (3 files, 4 references), participants were able to give many examples of 

social polarisation (8 files, 18 references), which represents the most crowded node followed by 

attempts to define social polarisation (see Table 3).  

Social polarisation across the focus groups was defined as an ideological disposition of two 

extremes or opposing standpoints and views. The term opposing poles was used by many and a 

tendency to categorise and label everything along this dichotomy and bipolarity. It is, as one female 

participant from Catania in Italy described, ‘war of ideologies’  (Person 6, FG 8 IT).   Economically 

rooted social polarisation was picked out only by one student from Italy:  

I would define social polarisation as a phenomenon that occurs within a context in which 

some people have a small number of advantages to the detriment of others who have 

none.[Piero, FG 7 IT]. 

Levels of education were cited as contributing to social polarisation, although the emphasis was 

again more on being on an ideological and political extreme due to ignorance rather than due to 

class difference and economic inequality.  Social polarisation is seen as something deep rooted that 

remains relatively ‘stable’ such as racism, misogyny, Islamophobia, homophobia or indeed ‘all kind 

of phobias’. [FG 4 GR].  

The most common example of social polarisation mentioned by the participants was the COVID-19 

pandemic and the division it had created within the society due to the handling of the pandemic by 

the government. Many could relate to that as it is ‘the closest to us now’ (Lorenza, FG 7 IT) and 

particularly the anti-vaxxers were cited as an example  in many focus groups and particularly in the 

Italian focus groups which were carried out in Rome and Catania.  Students felt very strongly about  

the discussions surrounding vaccinations which they found very difficult to reconcile and find 

common grounds as both sides claim absolute truth:  
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But we should use our heads a little more. The problem with No-Vaxxers is the 

instrumentalization of these masses, of people who, in my opinion, are ignorant, who do not 

base their ideas on anything concrete and documentable, they get caught up in these ideas, 

which in some ways are crazy ideas, and they are instrumentalised. So, the problem is at the 

root. It's the terms that are being used for the issue, given that everyone is free to do what 

they want, I personally would not stand on this issue with all this freedom of choice, I would 

potentially be for compulsory vaccination.” [Woman 6, FG 8 IT]. 

As this quote shows, the emotions around this topic are very loaded with anti-vaxxers being seen 

as ‘ignorant’, ‘crazy’ ‘instrumentalised’/manipulated, who are not using science and facts to make 

informed choices but base it on ‘all this freedom of choice’ arguments. For the sake of full 

transparency of the recruitment strategy it seems important to report one contextual element 

related to the FG implementation in Catania: the FG  was carried out in a face-to-face setting and 

only participants with vaccination passports (greenpass) can access the University buildings. In 

consequence of this, the strong negative connotation attributed to anti-vaxxers may have been 

influenced by the composition of the focus group itself. 

The instrumentalisation of the anti-vaxxers is an important point raised in this quote, suggesting 

that it’s not necessary the different ideas about an issue that is polarising but the exploitation of 

people who hold these ideas by a much bigger political movement that have a bigger agenda than 

just the issue of vaccination and COVID-19 measures. 

A second most common form of polarisation relates to social cohesion and diversity which was 

mentioned across 6 files and referenced 11 times.  This includes issues of ‘segregation’ as ‘foreigners’ 

and native populations accustom to the changes brought about by immigration:  

Beyond the example of the no vax/pro vax, also unfortunately we see more and more a 

conception of society as us ... natives within a society and the others, who are for example 

the foreigner, the one who has arrived, who does not know well the culture of a place ... and 

in my opinion this is also a form of polarisation of society. Less fortunately marked, but this 

is also a phenomenon that leads to division and a sort of segregation in some way. 

[Alessandra, FG 7 IT] 

For young people in Belgium intolerance towards religious and ethnic minorities is a source of 

polarisation. One young woman describes that despite being legally now allowed to wear religious 

symbols in public, she still felt awkward wearing her hijab at work.   

I work, I have a student job, and before we could not wear religious things, like a cross or a 

head scarf. But now, we can wear them. I work on the weekend, and last week it was my first 

time wearing my head scarf in my job. And I saw the people really looking at me, but it wasn’t 

nice. [Speaker 2, FG 2 BE].  

Another young girl from the same focus group blames the older generation for not moving with the 

time and getting accustomed to diversity:  
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People between like 16 and 30 [years old], they have no problem with cultural or religion or 

anything about that, but it's more the old people that have problems… it’s like they have 

something against us… they are used to how things were like back in the day, they are just 

not used to new faces, skin tones, or anything like that. [Speaker 1, FG 2 BE]. 

This polarisation exacerbates the feeling of marginalisation among second generation Muslims who 

can feel disillusioned with the society and ‘do very dangerous things’ referring to the 2015 Paris 

terror attacks (Vittoria, FG 7 IT).  

Issues of diversity and hostility toward the Roma community is also extensively discussed in the 

Romanian focus groups with high school boys and girls. The two focus groups were held outside 

school premises, in the PATRIR offices, and students spoke openly and critically about school 

practices towards both, sexual as well as ethnic minorities.  

Marcel states that the feeling of superiority among Romanians over other ethnic minority groups is 

quite common in Romania and you would often hear comments that “foreigners [are] not telling us 

what to do!”. Although he also acknowledges that there are Romanians who have a more positive 

attitude towards ‘foreigners’ and that ‘we should learn from them’ (FG 9 RO). This schism is also 

evident at school, where diversity is hotly debated among students at least and teachers attitudes 

to it seems highly polarised:  

Teachers are either super open or completely opposed to integration. They are very 

polarized or just don't want to talk. [FG 10 RO] 

Romania has experienced more outward migration in the last 3 decades than inward migration and 

is therefore not as ethnically diverse as some Western European countries. The Roma community 

(3.3%) constitutes the second largest ethnic minority group in Romania after the Hungarian 

community (6.5%).3 A participant from the girls focus group remarked that the Hungarians are more 

integrated into Romanian society than the Roma population (FG 10 RO). There is also a small but 

considerable Muslim population consisting of historical migration of ethnic Turks and ethnic Tatars 

as well as a small populations of Muslims from the Middle East. The vocabulary used by the 

respondent to describe these immigrants are still very exclusionary  such as ‘foreigners’, ‘people of 

colour’ and ‘refugees’ (FG 9 and FG 10). Yet, as on participant remarks, compared the Roma 

community, anti-Islamic sentiments are less prevalent in Romania:   

I have not heard [remarks being made] about Islam but for different ethnic groups, yes. 

Especially for the Roma. It seems to me that Romanians are often more open to people from 

middle east than our local ethnicities. [Mihaela, FG 10 RO] 

 
3 Eurydice, Population: demographic situation, languages and religions; Romania, last edited Friday, 1 April, 2022  

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/population-demographic-situation-languages-and-

religions-64_en 

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/population-demographic-situation-languages-and-religions-64_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/population-demographic-situation-languages-and-religions-64_en
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Roma-phobia was discussed in depth in both focus groups in Romania and the debates were 

summarised as follow by PATRIR partners who organised the focus groups in their premises:   

On the anti-Roma sentiments, both groups acknowledged that there is not only an 

exclusionary attitude in society and school more explicitly, but a denial of historical facts and 

a generalised marginalisation. The latter predominantly appears as ‘casual racism’ and can 

be identified through universalised comments as “if you’re behaving badly, the gipsy will 

come and get you”. Students from both groups confirmed they have heard these kinds of 

comments growing up either from their family, neighbours or friends. The prejudices 

towards women from the Roma community are particularly widespread with perceptions of 

women giving birth to children from a very young age or women being uneducated.  

(Summary of both FGs in Romania) 

Immigration is a highly polarising issue across Europe but more so in Italy which is at the European 

Union frontier and receives thousands of migrants every year who take the deadly Mediterranean 

route to enter Europe through Italian costs. As one female participant from the focus group in 

Catania remarks, the topic of migration is very divisive:   

I think society is totally divided between those who defend the rights of migrants with all 

their might, and those who would like to see them sink into the sea. We don't have a middle 

ground. We always come back to the argument of polarising ourselves on two extremes. 

[Woman 4, FG 8 IT]. 

Issues around gender equality and sexual rights were also seen as highly polarising especially gay 

marriage, abortion, and feminism (FG 11 UK). For young people this is most visible in misogynist 

memes circulating online, and in discussions on hyper masculinity and hyper femininity on social 

media as will be shown further below in this report. Conventional mainstream media also has its 

share of contributing to polarisation by ‘queerbaiting’  which is the practice of hints of sexual 

ambiguity to draw in different audiences (FG 12 UK). It has been criticised by the queer community 

as offensive and queer identity being used “as a cheap marketing tool” 4 The exploitation of queer 

identities in the entertainment industry was raised as problematic in the UK focus group with 

university Drama students (FG 12 UK). In similar vein, but for opposite reasons, the boys focus group 

in Belgium criticised the hyper visibility of  LGTBQI+ issues on Netflix, which ironically shows the 

polarisation around this issues within our focus group participants:  

I think it is not necessary because on Netflix you just want to watch [a movie or TV series] 

but you see a lot of people who address LGTBQI+ issues a lot in different [TV] series. It is not 

necessary because I do not want to think about this stuff while I am watching it [referring to 

Netflix]. [FG 1, Males, A., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19] 

 
4 Honderich, Holly (2019), Queerbaiting – exploitation or a sign of progress? BBC News,  Washington, 8 April. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-47820447 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-47820447
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For young people social polarisation is played out in the online world and on social media platforms 

where they engage with and are exposed to a wide network of people, groups, communities and all 

kinds of content.  

The largest node however is extremism and radicalisation, not surprisingly, as they were the key 

topics discussed in all FGs which will be presented in the next section.  

3.2 Radicalisation and Extremism  
Similar to social polarisation, in a lot of focus groups, students were asked about their 

understanding of radicalisation and extremism, which led to discussions of these terms and the 

differences between them as well discussions of extremist or radical behaviour and attitudes that 

they could observe around them. Table 3 shows the breakdown of the child nodes for the parent 

node Radicalisation and Extremism. The most commonly occurring comments in the context of 

discussing extremism and radicalisation related to Islam, Terrorism (13 files, 22 references) and 

Violence (9 files, 17 references) which reflects the dominant discourses in the society and in the 

media and the strong association between these terms. However, these discussions didn’t go in 

much depth, instead student’s talked about forms of discrimination affecting them in their everyday 

live and in their online world. This include issues around Islamophobia, racism and anti-immigration, 

national superiority, homophobia and transphobia, Romaphobia, as well extremism in sports and 

within the feminist movements. These discussions will be presented in this section. Misogyny and 

issues around sexual diversity and masculinity were also prevalent themes in young people’s lives 

which were coded under the parent node gender and will be discussed in a separate section in this 

report.  

Extremism was defined as having several attributes. It includes imposing one’s view by force on 

others (FG 6 GR) and claiming the superiority of one’s thought above all others (Vittoria, FG 7 IT). 

Thus it is an ‘extreme position’ one takes and the ‘expression of this position’ (women, FG 3 GR) and 

defending this position or ‘ideal at all costs’ (Lorenza, FG 7 IT). Extremism entails a radicalisation of 

thought into us and them as pointed out by Alberto (FG 7 IT). It is a progress or ‘evolution’ of radical 

thoughts which  we all harbour in some ways as argued by Beatrice (FG 7 IT) and it turns into 

extremism when one acts on these thoughts using violence:   

Extremism happens when a person adopts behaviours I associate with violence, because he 

thinks that he is sure of his ideas, the others are wrong... it is a bit like being against the 

others. Therefore, actions are taken that go against common sense, that are violent and 

leave no room for dialogue. [Alberto, FG 7 IT]. 

While the term extremism, as Alberto also said, in my imagination I associate the concept 

with violent acts. And so, it's as if it were a development, an evolution of radicalisation. That 

is to say, we can all have a radicalised thought about a specific theme, such as vaccines or 

whatever... Extremism leads me to perform an act that can in some way harm those who do 

not think like me, basically... with a violent act, I do not know... in my mind there is more this 

division. Now, just a little bit cliché is to refer to Islamic extremism. One comes to think that 
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when the terrorist act happens that is an act of extremism. Radicalisation... that is, not all 

those who have a radicalised idea of Islam then go and commit an act of extremism. If you 

know what I mean. [Beatrice, FG 7 IT] 

Beatrice and Alberto differentiate between thought and behaviour, where thought is associated with 

radicalisation, a process, and extremism more with acting on that thought through violence. It is 

where the journey of radicalisation takes one and turns into an extremist who’s key marker is using 

violence or the justification of using violence for political means. Beatrice gives the example of Islam, 

that you can have a radical thought but not all become extremist and carry out terrorist attacks or 

condone terrorism (FG 7 IT).  

In Belgium, where students were introduced to definitions of  violent and non-violent forms of 

extremism and radicalisation by the moderator, the students still felt that extremism is stronger 

associated with violence than radicalisation:  

I do not know [how to define violent extremism]. I think extremism is a bit stronger than 

[violent] radicalisation. (FG 1 BE). 

And in the young men’s focus group in Romania, extremism without the use of violence was not 

seen as serious enough to intervene: 

Q: Have you witnessed situations in which someone was the victim of extremism? 

I didn't feel like I should intervene. It did not lead to violence. (FG 9 RO) 

The respondents make a distinction between verbal extremist victimisation and physical extremist 

victimisation, where the former is more endurable and only the later warrants intervention. Perhaps 

it is indicative of a broader acceptance of tolerance towards extremism as long as it is not 

propagating outright violence. 

In Italy and Greece students also used the term fascist and fascism to describe extremist 

movements and groups. For example in the Greek focus groups, the outlawed ultra-nationalist 

Golden Dawn political party was cited as an example of extremist political movement (FG 6, FG 5). 

The Greek Orthodox Church’s homophobic attitudes towards the LGTBQI+ communities was 

defined as ‘fascist’ as they sow hatred towards this community and causing further stigmatisation 

and social polarisation (FG 3 GR). In Italy, in the focus group (FG_8) with university students in 

Catania, one participant also argued that a ‘fascist mentality’ still prevails in Italian society with 

violent extremism at its roots (FG 8 IT,summary). Opposing the indiscriminate use of the term 

‘fascist’ as referring to contemporary right-wing movements and to people holding conservative 

values, one participant argues that the young people in Sicily are unfairly labelled as fascists:   

Communism and fascism are much broader and are used very improperly in today's society, 

because the right is fascist and the left is communist. There is no such difference and it is so 

ignorant to say that an idea is completely fascist, because fascism, in my opinion, is a much 

broader thing. It is certainly true that there are more conservative ideas and ideas that go 
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more towards equality and freedom, it's all in the ways and not in the violence to achieve 

other goals. Sicily in general is linked to the right and so some people think they are fascists. 

But I have never seen young people who have extreme behaviour or even behaviour 

approaching that of fascism. There is the idea that being right-wing you are against the rights 

of the LGBT community, but why is there this strong distinction? (Woman 2, FG 8 IT) 

While extremism is often associated with right-wing movements and conservatism encompassing 

“homophobia and all other ‘ phobias’” (FG 5 GR), both in Italy and Greece, they were also linked to 

left-wing extremism (FG 6 GR, FG 8 IT). Several students in the focus group at university of Catania 

pointed out that in Italy there is a tendency to go for the extremes such as either defending the 

rights of migrants or opposing immigration at all cost, complaining that the Italian left does ‘not 

know how to demonstrate peacefully against fascism’ (Woman 4, FG 8 IT) and that fascism and the 

extreme left have resurrected (Woman 8, FG 8 IT).   Another example given for the hardening of 

fronts between the right and left is on the issue debates around the anti-homophobia law proposal 

“Ddl Zan”  the lefts inability to find a middle ground and make adjustments to their political demands 

for the greater good:  

As, for example, was the case with DDL Zan. The DDL Zan was not approved by the right, 

because the right does not want to approve it, it has no interest, it wants violence against 

homosexuals. This has never happened. This strong basic ignorance that makes people fight 

so hard for ideas causes other people to react in an extreme way. Because when it came to 

the DDL Zan, it was the right that had obstructed it, when the left was the first not to 

compromise, so then who was more wrong? Those who propose something and do not 

compromise [i.e. the left] or those who are already in a position of not wanting to approve it 

but would like to compromise [i.e. the right]? Who has not really approved it? Why all this 

extremism? They see it as positive extremism, but instead it is precisely what goes into the 

other extremism. (Woman 2, FG 8 IT) 

In this quote the term ‘positive extremism’ seems to be a self-description used by the left as argued 

by Participant 2 and resonates ‘positive discrimination’ to justify policies and measures taken to 

priorities minorities or groups who otherwise suffer structural and historical disadvantages such as 

women, ethnic minorities, sexual minorities, disabled people. It also indicates that there is an 

understanding that not all forms of extremism are extremism in a negative sense. Defending rights 

of minorities ‘to the extreme’ and ‘against established societal norms’ as some participants 

described extremism, revokes positive connotations of extremism. Overall, in several focus groups 

students pointed out the positive meaning of radicalisation as standing up to injustice and seeking 

societal change and causing revolutions (FG 3, 5, 6 Greece, FG 7 IT).  

Apart from the focus group in Greece and in Italy which mentioned left extremism, most participants 

gave examples of  well-known far-right extremist groups in their country such as Golden Dawn in 

Greece, or the Alliance for the Union of Romanians (FG 9 and FG10 RO). Besides from the political 

left and right, extremism was also observed in sports especially within football fans. In Greece the 

example of a recent murder of a 19-year-old boy, Alkis, a fan of the ARIS football club in Thessaloniki 



 

24 
 

PA

GE  

\* 

ME

RG

EF

OR

M

AT

2 

by a supporter of the rival football team PAOK was given. In the UK the 2021 World Cup was given 

as an example when the Black Caribbean England player Marcus Rushford missed the penalty and 

received a backlash from “hard-core England fans“ and other people:  

People literally out of nowhere just commented the emoji of a monkey, for no reason. (FG 

13 UK) 

Women’s football not being taken seriously compared to men’s football was also seen as a form of 

gendered extremism (FG 8 IT). Feminism was also seen as harbouring extremist tendencies (FG 5 

GR) and reacting defensively when being criticised or when wrong pronouns were being used (FG 8 

IT) while one young men argued that particularly one type of feminism fits the extremism definition 

particularly well:  

One type of extremism I would identify as supremacist is one type of  feminism. The thing 

with "kill all men" and I think it's super out of place. (FG 9 RO) 

Other young men felt that feminists are a very vocal community and push their agenda to the 

extreme. Another one feared that this would become normality and other marginalised groups 

might copy their extremist attitudes (FG9 RO). The young men in the Belgium focus group also 

agreed widely that “feminists hate men” and the “feminism is a bit exaggerated”. (FG1 BE men). With 

the exception of the Italian focus group which argued that she was being attacked in an extreme 

way by feminist for not using a politically correct language, all the other participants were young 

men who made such remarks, suggesting that they felt perhaps targeted or alienated from 

feminism. For them, feminism appears to be a source of grievance and has a polarising effect. 

There are various definitions of radicalisation and extremism as discussed in the literature review 

of PARTICIPATION submitted under the deliverable 2.1. The working definition used in that report 

encompasses behaviours and attitudes that are centred around hate. This is similar to the key areas 

that young people have identified as extremism and as the Greek focus group explained, it refers 

to all kind of phobias against sexual and ethnic minorities (FG 5 GR):  

The discussion in the focus groups comes close to the working definition adopted in the literature 

review of PARTICIPATION under Deliverable 2.1, in which extremism is defined as:  

a set of attitudes that lead people to embrace discourses and behaviours centred on a hate 

culture that fosters discrimination based on race, ethnicity, national origin, religious 

affiliation, sexual orientation, sex, gender, gender identity, serious disability or disease. 

Radicalisation is defined as:  

a complex process of metanoia and socialisation that leads people to legitimize political 

violence as normal means of political action.” 

This working definition put forward by PARTICIPATION in the Deliverable 2.1 resonates with young 

people’s understanding of extremism and radicalisation. Extremism is associated with ideologies 

https://participation-in.eu/resources/
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that legitimises the discrimination of groups of people because of their sexual orientation, gender, 

religion, and ethnicity. It is discriminatory and exclusionary in nature.  Radicalisation is seen as a 

process which can lead to extremism and for young people is less often associated with violence 

than extremism. 

Islam and Extremism/ Islamophobia 
The Focus Group Interview Schedule included probes on Islamist extremism along far-right memes 

and extremism in general. As mentioned above within the Extremism and Radicalisation node, Islam 

appeared as the most populated child node. This included linking Islam to terrorism and Islamist 

extremism, experiences of Islamophobia described by Muslims and non-Muslim participants. The 

association of Islam with terrorism was also identified in the systematic literature review which 

carried out a quantitative textual analysis of key words and it’s strength of associations (D.2.1, p.23).   

The discussion of Islam and Islamist Extremism seems to be the most challenging topic in at least 

two focus groups where Muslim participants were present.  On reflection on the focus group in 

Belgium, the moderator makes note of the following observation:  

It is difficult to state something about Islamist extremism. Almost all involved students were 

Muslims but, apparently, it was difficult for them to go in-depth on this topic considering 

their shy participation in discussing this topic. [FG 1 BE] 

They did not provide any comments or opinions about Islamist extremism. However, it is 

possible to report two important insights concerning the relationship between Israel and 

Palestine, and the responsibility of governments and police in increasing racism against 

Muslim people and spreading anger and resentment which produce Islamist extremism. The 

first one represents a complex issue but is based on religious reasons in the students’ 

opinions. 

‘I think of Israel. It is not good [what it is doing]. Israelian people are putting Palestinians 

under pressure.’ (FG 1 Males, A., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

I think that racism against Islamic people is caused by the police because they are making 

people scared and doing several things against Mosques. So, people are scared in their 

heads and are against other Muslims. […] Of course, [Islamist] extremism is not good 

because it is making all Muslim look bad [in terms of image and public opinion]. But 

governments, law enforcement agencies and the media are making normal people scared. 

(FG Males, S., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19).” [FG 1 BE] 

Although mentioned, Islamic extremism was not an issue that the students addressed during 

the focus group. Rather, the only issues relating to Islam that was mentioned was the 

representation of Muslim women in society/media. [FG 2 BE] 

Although the participants in Belgium did not comment directly on Islamist extremist, they nevertless 

responded indirectly to it by talking about how the extremism debates impacts on them which 
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reflects the points made in the literature review on Religious Extremism in Deliverable 2.1.). The first 

quotes reflects the grievance factor which Islamist extremist exploit to recruit and justify their 

attacks against the west (See Deliverable 2.1 and Deliverable 4.1). The quote indicated that the 

Israel/Palestinian conflict and other cases where Muslims are victims or persecuted as a group 

continues to be seen as a problem in relation to Islamist extremism. The second quote refers to the 

stigmatisation and suspectification of Muslim communities and young Muslim men in particular, 

exacerbated  by counter-terrorism measure to combat home-grown terrorism.5  

Hesitation to talk about Islamist extremism is also reported in the Focus Group 4 in Greece, in which 

only one participant appears to be Muslim:  

Not much appetite or interest to discuss anti-Islam sentiments or other forms of religious 

extremism. Possibly the fact that a participant joined by using a name predominantly 

associated with Muslim people, might have played a role in their wish not to discuss such an 

issue. Having said that, religious extremism is not that prevalent a phenomenon in Greece, 

at least not in the form often observed in Western European countries (Islamic 

fundamentalism etc.). (FG 4 GR) 

The focus group moderator assumes that the presence of one Muslim student within the group has 

inhibited others to comment on Islamist extremism, and that Islamist fundamentalism is not 

prevalent in Greek society. However, Greece has a small Muslim population, both historically and 

more recent immigrants arrivals. Greece has also a long troublesome history with its Turkish-Muslim 

neighbour. The memes that were shown to students in the focus groups are two images that reflect 

ultra-nationalist narratives on Turkey as enemy (see Figure 2). The image on the right shows the 

Greek flag with the Turkish white star and crescent instead of the cross and the image on the left 

shows Pepe the Frog in Greek national colours and a Turkish Fes on his head, being held firmly by 

a large red body representing Turkey.  These images are therefore not directly related to Islamist 

extremism but more to right-wing extremism and perhaps also reflect deep rooted fears of Islam. 

The fact that nobody felt comfortable enough to speak about this is telling in itself and reflects 

Greece’s specific history with Turkey.  

Figure 2 Greek focus group mems on Islam 

 

 

 
5 Pilkington et al. (2021) Not apologising for a community; young people’s responses to misrecognition and stigma. 

Journal of Youth Studies, https://doi.org/10.1080/13676261.2021.1973660. 

https://participation-in.eu/resources/
https://doi.org/10.1080/13676261.2021.1973660
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In Italy/Catania (FG8) on the other hand, participants were more confident expressing their thoughts 

on memes depicting visible Muslim women. (Figure 3) 

 

Figure 3 Italian (FG 8) memes on Islam 

   

Prompted by these memes, participant (P4) questions the agency and ‘free will’ of women and 

children and identifies such practices as clearly extremist attitudes:  

P4: Perhaps the photo that struck me most is the one in the middle. Not so much because it 

makes me laugh, but because of the little girl, because of the fact that she is completely 

covered. They do it for religion. I think there are women who agree and women who don't 

agree, it doesn't matter not to be. It doesn't matter what the girls think. This is certainly an 

extremist attitude, because there are those who do it for religion because they are devout. 

But how much sense can something like that actually make to a child? How much can a child 

say: 'yes I agree or no I don't agree'? A child at that age is certainly not thinking about the veil 

or clothing. 

P2: This is in all religions. We are the first ones to be baptised. It is a foundation of religion. 

P4: Exactly. But for aesthetic reasons, for reasons of communication, we're not used to it 

because our religion doesn't impose a dress code. Apart from the nuns, we, baptised or not, 

can dress as we like. In 40° in the shade, they have to wear this veil. Imagine a child who has 

no choice, not even a woman has a choice. Except that you want to do it consciously and 

willingly. There are people who are not, and there you say that indeed there is extremism, 

because this person cannot say: "no, I don't do it"; because I don't think there are any 

consequences to that. Because in the Islamic religion you cannot say: "no, I don't do that", 

especially if you are a woman and you are a child. (FG 8 IT) 

The lengthy quote shows how the student responds to the meme going along with the Islamophobic 

message that the memes is trying to convey, instead of questioning the absurdity of such memes 

and how degrading it is to compare humans to bin bags. Female students in the Belgian focus group 

which included a culturally diverse group, criticised the misrepresentation of Muslim women in hijab 

on Netflix and other media outlets, arguing that they need to educate people about what the hijab 
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really means for young Muslims (Speaker 3, FG 2 BE).  Another student expressed concern that such 

misrepresentations reinforced prejudice against Muslim women wearing the hijab:  

They are portraying something on a show, and many people can see it, so many people get 

the wrong idea about hijabies, and I know they are trying to help, but they are not doing it 

right. (Females/Speaker 1/Antwerp/16-19) [FG 2 BE] 

In the UK focus groups, Islam was briefly discussed in two FGs when the topic of racism came up. 

The students felt that Islamophobic content and comments online were more widespread than 

racism against Black people. One female student pointed out that “people have got really skewed 

views about religion” and that it is ‘more controversial’ (Female 1, FG 11 UK). Yet, Islamophobic views 

are not just circulating online, but also most visible among deprived communities:  

I think it depends on your area as well, like where you live offline as well, because a working 

class area, a lot of people are uneducated, so they don’t have the education behind 

immigration, things like that, so they just think, they hear immigration or they see it in a 

newspaper and think right, it’s bad, like they’re all bad people, because they haven't got the 

right education or different religions. [Female 4, FG 11 UK].  

Racism and anti-immigration sentiments  
Young peoples’ perception of racism and anti-immigration sentiments was coded 9 times across 8 

files.  The issue of immigration was felt as divisive and contributing to social polarisation as one 

participant observed about Italy (P8, FG 8). Generally, young people agreed that racism is more 

visible online (FG 11 and 13 UK, FG 9 and 10 RO), and also through stigmatisation of marginalised 

ethno or religious minorities (FG 1 and 2 BE). 

In the UK focus groups all three groups were confident discussing racism. Focus group 13 was held 

at a further education college in a relatively deprived area of Manchester offering vocational training 

to young people studying to become electrician, bricklayer or plumber. Out of a group of 15 

students, only a few took part in the discussion, while the others were more hesitant but 

nevertheless joined in the discussions from time to time to show their approval or disapproval with 

comments made. Despite a lot of over-talking as students were easily distracted, the discussions 

showed that racism was a prevalent issue in young people’s  lives. The group consisted of white, 

black and Asian students who were all very comfortable with each other and it was a white student 

that started the conversation about racism reflecting on the role of social media and families and 

racisms manifested as physical and emotional abuse:  

INTERVIEWER: So, I guess the question I’ve got is – I mean a lot like the stuff here from you 

guys about – there’s a strong feeling that it’s anti-racist, strong anti-extremism views here, 

where do you get those values from?  Where did you learn that? 

MALE: Social media.   

MALE: Yes, but –  
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INTERVIEWER: Social media? 

MALE: No people are brought up like that in households, people are brought up being racist.  

MALE: [Unintelligible 00:33:49].  

INTERVIEWER: So, is that – can I just pick up on the thing – you pick up some of your political 

views and your things around, things you want to act against –  

MALE : [Unintelligible 00:34:02].  Back in the day when social media wasn’t a thing you had 

to actually be outside or around people to know how people think, and view that stuff, but 

right now people can actually see and have their own point of view on social media.  There’s 

usually those people [unintelligible 00:34:20] points of views.  Back in the day your parents 

didn’t allow you out of your house, like what would you know except TV programmes. 

(…) 

MALE: Yes, but way back then it’s the same as now, but just now it’s more –  

MALE: You just see it a lot more now because of social media. 

MALE: Back then obviously it was a lot of physical, people from different ethnicities, now it’s 

the emotional abuse but that’s still [unintelligible 00:35:30].  

MALE: The same thing. 

INTERVIEWER: Online, yes.  

MALE: Like little kids who just are involved in it and sometimes it leads to worse stuff.   

MALE: I’d say emotional is worse.   

MALE: Yes, emotional is worse.  (FG 13 UK) 

 

In the focus group with college students (FG 11 UK) who were studying towards their A-levels, 

racisms was discussed as an example of polarisation where people feel very strongly about racism 

and would speak out about it and where  you have still a lot of people in the society who hold racists 

views (Male 1: FG 11 UK). Compared to other forms of discrimination, racism revokes strong anti-

racist reactions and would lead to be called out if it happens within groups of friends  argued by 

another participant in Focus Group 11:  

I feel like anything to do with race is taken a lot more seriously, definitely.  I feel like if 

someone was to post something about racism that was like actually racist, (…) like it would 

definitely get taken a lot more seriously I think.  That’s one of the like, the outliers, because I 

don’t know, but it’s good, it’s a good thing that it’s being taken a lot more seriously. (Female 

1, FG 11 UK) 

Racism being taken seriously not just within groups of friend but more widely and the existence of 

an anti-racist movement is seen as a source of happiness as  expressed by a female student in the 

Romanian focus group (FG 10):   



 

30 
 

PA

GE  

\* 

ME

RG

EF

OR

M

AT

2 

I have friends who distribute anti-racist materials online. There is also an anti-racist 

movement so that makes me happy. (FG_10_RO_girls_16-18) 

Homophobia and LGBTQI+ sentiments  
LGBTQI+ related comments including homophobia were all coded under extremism and 

radicalisation node and is a mid-level node with 12 references across 8 files. Attitudes towards 

LGBTQI+ communities and individuals was discussed in depth in the two Romanian cases who also 

focused on gender identities and how young people, families, the school and the wider society 

perceives gender equality debates which in Romania has become a contentious topic in recent 

years.6 

 The participants agree widely that homophobic sentiments and comments against LGBTQI+ 

communities is common which is often perpetuated especially by the church, families  and elderly 

people who hold traditional values on sexuality. Although teaching gender identity and sexuality is 

part of the school curriculum in some schools, students felt that it is not implemented without 

tensions. They reported for example that some teachers were holding gender conformist views, 

making homophobic comments and generally avoiding discussing sexual and gender identities:  

They [the teachers] avoid talking. There were homophobic comments from teachers but no 

other further discussions. (Clara, Women, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18) 

There have been comments from teachers shaming students that are boys just because they 

have long hair or paint their nails (Oana, Women, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 

Rather, they [the teachers] try not to talk to us, because these are controversial [topics] 

(Cosmin, Man FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO16-18). [FG 10 RO] 

Another source of tension seems to be the discussion on gender identity. One female student 

commented that the use of non-binary pronouns has become more acceptable at school (Mara, 

FG10_RO_16-18) while several male student felt that is was too much of an effort to use the correct 

pronouns: 

I have heard confusing debates with different first names or pronouns. It seems to me that 

they demand too much of my effort when they get annoyed at me for not knowing their 

pronoun. I don't think I care anymore. (Andrei, Man FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO16-18) [FG 9 RO] 

Students felt safer talking in small circles of friends about gender and sexual identities. Here is an 

extract from the focus group in Romania carried out with young men age 16-18 outside school 

premises at the PATRIR offices:  

 
6 See for example Georgiana Epure and Elena Brodeală, Going Against the Tide: The Romanian Constitutional Court 

Rejects a Ban on Gender Studies, Int’l J. Const. L. Blog, Mar. 22, 2021, 

at: http://www.iconnectblog.com/2021/03/going-against-the-tide-the-romanian-constitutional-court-rejects-a-ban-

on-gender-studies/ 

http://www.iconnectblog.com/?p=10741
http://www.iconnectblog.com/?p=10741
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Q: Do you see people from the LGBTQI+ community in your class or school? 

“We know those people”. [FG 9 RO] 

“In some cases, they experiment and don't know either. But are they accepted? I can't say 

yes or no”. [FG 9 RO] 

“Because the person in the community tells this to close people, it does not reach the larger 

community so not many classmates or school mates know they’re gay or whatever”. [FG 9 

RO]  

“I've heard of comments before about coming out”. [FG 9 RO] 

 “It seems to me that there is a lot of general indifference but when it comes to them seeing 

these people personally, they’re like " I don’t care but I don’t want to see them kissing". [FG 

9 RO] 

“I met many who said they do not want to see them”. [FG 9 RO]  

As these quotes show, there is not much engagement with the topic of sexual identities and can be 

seen by the illusive ways of talking about LGBTQI+ people being referred to as “they” or “these/the 

people” “or they’re gay or whatever”. Although, the students in the focus group seem open about 

discussing LGBTQI+ topics, they report about how common homophobic sentiments are in their 

circle such as knowing many people who “don’t want to see them[!]”. In this context, one participant 

also remarks that he has seen extremist people: 

“I have met people with extremist visions but who don’t do anything about it” 

Q: do you intervene? 

“I try to see how that person thinks and then see if I act or not”.  [FG 9 RO] 

The dilemma the young person faces in this instance is whether he should intervene and what the 

severity of the comments made by the person who expressed extremist views is.  In the end, the 

participant decided not to intervene as the situation hadn't escalated into violence.  

Open homophobic sentiments are expressed by the young men focus group in Belgium who openly 

confess that they don’t feel particularly comfortable with LGBTQI+ issues being ‘promoted’ on Netflix 

or on their social media: 

Instagram sometimes, with private stories. While I am seeing stories of people [that I follow], 

automatically stories about LGBTQI+ appear. You cannot remove them. I think that is not 

good. I cannot choose. I do not want that: why do I have to see that every time I open it. 

(Males, A., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). [FG 1 BE] 

They argue that such stories are fabricated and might influence young people unduly. They are 

aware of the discrimination gay people face and that they sometimes get killed, which they condone 

fully. However, they believe that the representation of gay people on streaming services is done 
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primarily to attract more viewers and to make more money rather done for inclusivity and diversity 

reasons:   

I think that the diversity gets more views, so that is why they use it, not only Netflix but also 

Amazon Prime [Video], etc. They all use it because gets more views and more money for 

them. That is why they use it.  

There is always a business in it. […] LGBTQI+ is like a trend. (Males, A., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-

19).  [FG 1 BE] 

The discussion within this group of young men in the Belgian focus group shows the contradiction 

these young men experience. On the one hand they are honest about how they feel when they see 

LGBTQI+ content on social media and streaming services, on the other hand they condone violence 

against gay people. Yet, in an attempt to justify their homophobic views, and perhaps in an attempt 

to distance themselves from extremism, the student brings in the argument that what bothers them 

is that big companies are making big money and pretending to care about diversity. In other words, 

homophobia is justified by putting forward conspiracy theories, which derails from confronting their 

homophobic attitudes. Although not supported by others in the group, this young man expresses 

very openly his position towards gay people:  

It is not good to hurt them. You have just to leave them alone. If they do not come here, I do 

not say or do something against them. If they leave me alone, I will leave them alone. I am 

nor for them, neither against them. (Males, A., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). [FG 1 BE] 

The dilemma expressed by this young men is similar to the Romanian case where he had witnessed 

extremis towards gay people. While they position themselves against the use of violence they are 

more indecisive when it comes to how to react  when confronted with extremist views.  

Gender and anti-feminism 
Gender appeared as the third most populated node with 105 references across 15 files. To facilitate 

discussions, misogynist and anti-feminist memes were shown to focus group participants in Italy, 

Belgium, Romania and Greece (see images of memes in the appendix). In the UK case, no memes 

were shown to participants but these topics still emerged in the discussions. As one young woman 

in Greece remarked, gender and sexism are cross-cutting themes on social media and they 

somehow always find their way into whatever debates are trending (Person 5, FG 5 GR).  

Comparing the conspiracy memes to memes about gender Alberto from FG 7 in Italy notices that 

the gender related memes seem to be motivated by a ‘patriarchal vision of society’ which clearly 

define roles for men and women. He felt that most of the memes have a more underlying and 

consistent message of reinforcing patriarchal gender roles. These gendered roles are deeply 

ingrained in our culture and societies pointed out by one female participant from the FG 8 in Italy. 

She however pointed out that although these roles are deeply patriarchal, they are not misogynist 

and driven by hatred towards women. Rather, patriarchal memes might be described as “more anti-

progress and anti-equality” [P4, FG 8, Italy]. Resonating to the idea of culture and ‘natural’ gendered 
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roles,  young men in the Belgian focus group argued that men and women have different but 

complementary roles (FG 1 Belgium). It’s a man’s role to be the leader and provide for his family; 

this is a responsibility and not a position of superiority:  

There are differences. They need to accept it. They have to accept that there are differences. 

There are women and there are men. We have the same chances, but we need to accept the 

differences. (Male S., Belgium, Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19).  

I think a man has to do his part in the family. […] The woman is equal, but I think a man has 

to provide for his children and family. But they are equal. […] Women can go to work, but I 

think men have to pay the rent, for instance…. (Male A., FG 1, Belgium, Antwerp/Belgium, 16-

19). [FG 1 BE] 

While the young men in the Belgian focus group had clear ideas about the role of women and men, 

the focus group with young girls from the same high school conducted on the same day suggests a 

strikingly gendered perspective:  

(…) men often have an opinion or they think [that] they can say to women [what] she has to 

do, and how she has to dress, while it's not [up] to them, a woman has her own mind, and I 

don’t think it’s for men to say these things. (Speaker 4, Females/ /Antwerp/16-19) [FG 2 BE] 

I think that it’s easy for boys or men to talk about women [and] how they should dress, how 

they should act… it's easier for them to spread…or communicate with other men who think 

so too (…). (Speaker 1, Females/ /Antwerp/16-19). [FG 2 BE] 

Women who don’t confine to traditionally ascribed gender roles often become the target of 

misogynist behaviour. In Romania, a lot of the discussion centred around “video chats” referring to 

cam models and their stigmatisation. However, these stigmatisations were not limited to women 

who engaged in digital erotic labour. Young girls in Romania described how women received 

misogynist comments when they achieved something or have shown financial independence such 

as travelling, working or achieving good grades:  

I have the impression that some people think that if you are a woman and you are doing well 

it’s because you can use your body and get where you want. (Mihaela, Women FG, Cluj-

Napoca/RO, 16-18) 

A lot on social media. I saw on TikTok when a national celebrity matched a woman with 

money with a video chat profession. I mean, a woman can only make money this way. (Mara, 

Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18) 

There was a situation on TV where a woman said she was going to work as a hostess in Italy 

and immediately the discussion went somewhere else, i.e. to her working in the sex 

business. (Oana, , Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). [FG 10 RO] 

The quotes suggest that women’s financial independence is a source of discontent because they 

question the  traditional and patriarch gender roles. In the Romanian focus group with young men 
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‘video chats’ were also a source of discussion. The young men argued that misogyny is common 

among men with strong elements of hate as well as envy that is directed towards women who make 

money from ‘unethical’ jobs and are able to earn more money than men: 

(…) I see how easy it is to make money doing something unethical and they don't agree when 

women work on this and earn a lot and they don't earn as much. [FG 9 RO] 

Thus, the ‘unethical’ behaviour of women is amplified by the economic independence and 

advantage they are able to gain through such sex work.  

Another memes shared with the Romanian focus group is the Fidel Castro meme (Figure ##) 

surrounded by adoring women with the caption:  “Why was Castro loved by women? Because he 

was faithful!”.  

Figure 4 Romanian Fidel Castro meme 

 
Note: Translation form Romania: Why was Castro loved by women? Because he was faithful! 

 

The meme was used to initiate discussions about women and politics. The key message this meme 

conveys is that women are apolitical. The meme however also reflects anti-Marxist sentiments and 

a general criticism of the political establishment. As Andrea’s response to the meme shows, such 

memes are circulated by young men who wrap everything up as a joke and although are accusing 

women of being apolitical, but are themselves not very much interested in politics and ideologies: 

I see them a lot in class. They are not even aware, but they make jokes and claims only to be 

popular. They just laugh. Sex jokes with marxosexists are very common. (Andreea, Cluj-

Napoca/RO, 16-18). [FG 9 RO] 

Another largely gendered response was the discussions around the Lisa Simpson meme on anti-

feminism vs anti-women. Most references made by women referred to misogyny and anti-feminist 

attitudes thus disagreeing with the statement made in the meme:  

It’s not possible to be anti-feminist without being anti-women- it’s the exact same thing. (…) 

women do not have the same rights as men. (Yameena, Greece, 16-18). [FG 5 GR] 
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Young men on the other hand either pointed out that feminists are too ‘aggressive’ [FG 6, Greece], 

that they attack manhood and (FG 9, Romania), that they engage in disgraceful forms of protest such 

as women protesting naked in Paris (FG 1 Belgium). The point out that men are also discriminated 

against as they are requited into the war in Ukraine and question why feminist are not demanding 

equality in this case (FG 1 BE). Thus, feminists are seen as hypocritical whose main concern is not 

just achieving gender equality. As one young men in Romania has expressed, his concern is that 

even if they reach their goal, their demands will not stop there until it reaches levels of extremism:  

I think there is a very vocal minority in these communities that are vocal and are starting to 

push certain ideas and go to extremism. At the moment when the fight is fulfilled and 

becomes normalized, they want to continue the visibility and so it reaches extremism and 

this can come not only from women or LGTBQI, but also from the wider community when it 

feels marginalized. (Alex, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). [FG 9 RO] 

In terms of countering sexist memes and misogyny, for some the level at which this is normalised 

and widespread makes them feel that there is no point in intervening. Concerns were also raised at 

confronting men with such misogynist views, either because they fear retaliation or lack of support 

from others:  

I have the impression that you are trying in vain to change their mind. (Andreea, Women FG, 

Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18).  [FG 10 RO] 

I would feel alone standing up [to men], I would not feel supported, and I would be afraid to 

comment because they [sexists comments] are too normalized. (Mihaela, Women FG, Cluj-

Napoca/RO, 16-18). [FG 10 RO] 

(…) it’s difficult for women to stop that [misogyny] online. Face-to-face… it’s hard for a woman 

to talk back because if she says something very harsh, there’s a big change he will hurt her 

psychically. (Females/Speaker 1/Antwerp/16-19). [FG 2 BE] 

Yet, others argue that by not speaking up and keeping silent,  such views appear more powerful and 

dominant whereas in fact it might just be a minority who harbour such views about women (FG 11 

UK).  

Despite very gendered debates on these topics, some young men expressed their support of 

feminism (FG 5 GR, FG 7 IT, FG 11 UK and FG 12 UK ), thus questioning the assumptions of some 

that there is not much that can be done about misogyny and gender inequality.  A young men from 

Romania reported that the teaching they had in class about feminism made him understand that 

feminist strive for equality and that they are actually not against men (FG 9 RO).  

3.3 Social Media 
Social media was the second most populated node which generated 11 level 1 child nodes. Young 

people described how social media has become a fundamental part of their life and that a life 

without their smartphones had become unimaginable (FG 12 UK). Ironically, in the UK Focus Group 
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with young men (FG 13 UK) most participants were on their phones while the focus group was being 

conducted!  Young people argue that social media gives them access to different worlds and 

connects them to communities, movements and groups that they might be lacking in their 

immediate surroundings. It connects like-minded people and is empowering, especially for queer 

communities and other social justice groups (FG 12 UK). Social media also acts as socialising space 

to counter traditional, homophobic and racist family values (FG 13 UK, FG 8 IT) . In the UK focus 

group with university Drama students, the participants were also very much aware of the pitfalls of 

social media (FG 12 UK). They argued that it can be ‘very time consuming’, ‘addictive’, have a negative 

impact on your self-esteem and mental health, ‘invites you to compare yourself with others’ and is 

therefore very ‘toxic’. (FG 12 UK and FG 11 UK). More specifically students problematized uncritical 

engagement  with social media which is one of the biggest child nodes within social media with 16 

references across 8 files.  

In the FG 11 with mixed group of college students in the UK, several female students talked about 

their irritation for not being taken seriously when they advocated for issues that they cared about: 

When you try to raise a social-justice issue some people will make fun of that because they 

think it’s acceptable but it’s not. More common with younger age groups. They just laugh 

about it but don’t engage with it. [Woman, FG 11 UK] 

In another UK focus group, a politically active student, felt that even when people engage with a 

topic and repost about political and social issues, it’s often performative where “people will just 

repost stuff for the sake of having it on their story” (Female 4, FG 12 UK). What was lacking was not 

only a more in-depth engagement with a topic by doing more reading for example, but also that the 

social networks of individuals were limited to similar minded people not providing much 

opportunity to engage with other viewpoints.  

FEMALE 3: It just made me think of, in 2020 with the death of George Floyd and then the 

Black Lives Matter movement, obviously there became this thing of just posting, posting all 

these very political posts. Then you were kind of stuck in an echo chamber, and I think what 

happens is if you and your friendship have got similar political views you end up being in this 

echo chamber. (…)  Which in itself can be quite dangerous in any sense because you're not 

really being exposed to anything else. I don't really know how productive you can be having 

conversations on social media because I don't think there's enough nuance. I think it was 

like last year they started posting a lot about Palestine and what was happening, this stuff is 

so complex, and it’s been going on for years and you can’t just put information and history 

of the conflict into one post because you actually need to go to read about it [Crosstalk 

00:57:48] and read articles. It’s impossible to be like, “Oh, yeah, this is wrong,” and repost it. 

It’s like what does that mean?  

FEMALE : It’s really performative, isn't it?  [FG 12 UK] 

The performative engagement on social media can lead to small video clips going viral without or 

memes being circulated without proper reflection and without understanding the context or fact 
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checking the information. This can lead to posting in support of one social justice issue i.e. Black 

Lives Matter while at the same time expressing homophobic views, which female participants in 

Focus Group 5 found a paradox in itself.  

Cancel culture was discussed as another form of superficial engagement with social justice issue 

especially in the UK focus group with university students (FG 12 UK) who elaborated in depth about 

cancel culture, its gendered form, and questioned whether it is a pedagogically appropriate 

approach to educate especially young people about these issues: 

I think a lot of cancel culture what I’ve seen, is based off social influencers who have been 

exposed for their language like 10 years ago, which I agree with, they should take ownership 

of the fact they've said racist or sexist or homophobic language. But whether they should be 

cancelled and gotten rid of, I don't think that solves the issue at hand. (…) Because no one’s 

being educated in it (…). But cancelling someone and just everyone going, “This is awful, we 

get rid of it!” Maybe the people who are starting that might understand why it’s wrong, and 

so I appreciate that. But the generation- like the very young- well, not even just the young 

people because it isn’t just young people who might not know, loads of people won’t know, 

who are then just then being engulfed by this cancel group because it’s also herd mentality 

as well. People don’t want to be cancelled themselves, so then they're afraid to even maybe 

question it. So then it’s just, “Let’s so with the cancelling,” and then no one even understands 

why they're cancelling, but it’s because what everyone was doing. (…) White men normally, 

they will be cancelled temporarily and then they’ll be back up on their feet in no time. But I 

suppose- I think Twitter is normally a key place of cancelling, so hashtags will circulate and 

become viral, which will then encourage. Because, I don't have Twitter but I believe it can 

start a sort of conversation almost. So it’s a place of like they basically get bullied as well 

away from it all as opposed to healthily acknowledging someone has done something wrong 

and then let’s work out a way that they can be punished for it as they should be, I think, but 

not in the way that I think cancelling does. [Female 2, FG 12 UK] 

Students in this focus group (UK 12) were in agreement about the importance of being caught out 

for inappropriate, or discriminatory language and expecting public apologies but were critical of the 

‘herd mentality’ it created and of performative engagement without real substance and without 

giving people the opportunity to learn from their mistakes. Women, queer people and ethnic 

minorities were seen as more easy target than white men: 

It’s like an easy target for the masses essentially, more so than a man who I just don’t think 

would be under the same scrutiny. [Female 8, FG 12 UK] 

For young participants in Belgium and Romania on the other hand, political correctness was 

polarising because it was very much alive (FG 10 RO) and prevented one from expressing their views 

and even making jokes (FG 1 BE).   

Regarding political correctness, all students declared to be against this way of thinking. In 

their opinion, it is important to respect others, but at the same time feel free to think 
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differently and be against something or joke about a specific topic, even if without bad 

intentions. 

You have to respect other people and not hurt them but, if you are against something, you 

can say that without offending them. (FG Males, S., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19).” [FG 1 BE] 

And in Romania, discussions about feminism at school was felt as polarising:  

When men say, "not all men", they are attacked. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

The discourse of political correctness is active, but it reacts polarizing to everything. 

(RO_girl_age 16-18)  [FG 10 RO] 

The performative engagement and the paradox of online engagement is not just related to engaging 

with socio-political issues but is all encompassing to the extent that some people have an 

online/offline persona. How they represent themselves online can be very different from their real 

life. This includes people with fake accounts, social influencers who make money out of it, young 

kids who just “hopped on to social media” and as well as “big men” who  want to impress and appear 

important (FG 13 UK).  

Social media can provide visibility to those who seek large followers (FG 13 UK) and a ‘fan’ base (FG 

5 GR) but it also provides anonymity for those who seek it such as “internet trolls” and “keyboard 

warriors”, extremists, Incels and other forms of hatred:  

People do it [being racist online] because they can create fake accounts with [unintelligible 

00:14:12] because they won’t get in trouble for it. Keyboard warriors. [FG 13 UK] 

Social media is the perfect platform to hide yourself. Because if my identity remains 

protected, I can allow myself to say and do whatever I want.   [P4, FG 8 IT] 

I think that social media is the best place because you are also protected with anonymity and 

it is very easy to feel part of a group, extremist or not. [FG 9 RO] 

Hatred towards positions of equality, solidarity and influence. Social media seems to make 

everything worse because it's easier. They will not face it. [FG 10 RO] 

 

The child node automatic recommendation and algorithm is also one of the most populated nodes 

within social media (7 files, 14 references). Most of the references referred to rather casual 

comments  on how algorithms might influence the feeds they get and that it sometimes takes some 

effort to clear your feeds of it (FG 7 IT, FG 11, UK).  For example, one student reported how he clicked 

on a YoutTube video on Trump that was embedded in an article in the newspaper The Guardian 

which led to other right-wing videos being suggested to him on his YouTube feed. He had to click on 

several other videos to make sure that he didn’t receive automated recommendations related to 

right-wing posts (Male, FG 11, UK). While in this example the algorithm didn’t capture his interests, 
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a young male participants in Romania observes that the social media is effective in giving identifying 

what your interests are, you get “what you want”:  

I noticed that there is a tendency for radical ideas, influenced by social media because there 

you get what you want, you get recommendations for what you are interested in. [FG 10 RO]   

The concern with presenting a lavish lifestyle on social media and the impact it leaves on younger 

people and children was discussed in FG 13 with young men in the UK. The problem with young 

people age 12 and 13 is, as argued by some, that they are not happy with their lives and that they 

are striving for something that they are not which attracts them to gang culture and knife crimes:  

MALE: A lot of the younger generation now they listen to all those rappers and all the drill 

songs and everything, and they get –  

MALE: They think it’s the thing to do. 

MALE: So, it turns them into gang life and everything.  You will see kids with knives and that 

trying to rob people.  It’s just stupid. (…) 

MALE: People make their own choices.   

MALE: Kids are influenced though. 

INTERVIEWER: In what way? 

MALE: Obviously, the lyrics.  

INTERVIEWER: The lyrics impact on people.  

MALE: Yes.  Also, music videos, because some of these rappers they’re actually speaking 

about real life things.   

MALE: That is very true. 

MALE: Little kids are listening and watching it, they’re thinking it’s cool. 

INTERVIEWER: Would they need to be major celebrity musicians to be having that impact on 

people? 

MALE No. 

MALE: I notice society, things like that happen.  Kids grow up, they look at things and think 

that’s cool.   

INTERVIEWER: And does social media make it easier to look at that stuff, that’s what we’re 

interested in, in here.  

MALE: There’s a stigma to it and basically – 

MALE: Stigma, good word. 

MALE: You’ve been reading that dictionary.   

INTERVIEWER: Don’t knock him for using the right word, it’s good.   

MALE: Obviously, they’re speaking about things that they do, well most of them, they speak 

about things they do and that’s their lifestyle.  But then –  
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INTERVIEWER: Or they’re pretending stuff as well aren’t they, because people will pretend 

stuff. 

MALE: But then the ones who are actually talking about and kids are listening to it, they’re 

trying to be like them, but they can make their own choices.  

INTERVIEWER: So, if we run with that principle that people make their own choices and –  

MALE: If you stab somebody and get arrested you’re going to do court or someone told me 

to do it, no, you did it.   

INTERVIEWER: It certainly work as a defence in court, you’re absolutely right.  A few of you 

have talked about sort of younger kids being significantly influenced at Year 7, so that’s what 

11/12/13 group? 

MALE: Yes. [FG 13 UK] 

 

The above conversation shows the controversies surrounding drill music videos. In the UK in several 

criminal court cases in Manchester and London, drill music has been used as evidence to prosecute 

young Black men.7 This is felt as a stigma as expressed in the above quote as rap and drill music 

talks to lived experiences of young people. Yet, the negative effect it can have on children who 

imitate gang behaviour is also acknowledged. While one participant argues that it’s the choice of 

young people if they engage in criminal behaviour, another one points out that ‘kids are influenced 

though’ through the lyrics for example. The discussion then continues to make the argument that 

young kids are easily manipulated by social media and also internalise some behaviour if they are 

exposed to it extensively. This includes engaging in criminal activity for money as well as consuming 

racist content online and the impact if has on young people’s minds: 

MALE: Because kids can easily look at it.  They are manipulated.  If you tell a kid that he’s 

going to win £100 if he clicks on something he’s going to click it.”  

INTERVIEWER: So, you’re picking up that stuff online and it’s kind of infecting the inside of 

your head as it were.  

MALE: If someone tells you that you took a wrong turn and you don’t think you have, but 

then another 10 people tell you that you took a wrong turn you’re going to listen.  So, it’s the 

same thing as that.  The more people that are telling you about the same thing at one point 

you’ve got to think to yourself well what if this is true.  [FG 13 UK]   

The students explained that parents wouldn’t have a clue what their kids are up to online and that 

they have come across stuff online they shouldn’t have seen. But unlike calls to monitor online 

engagement and for social media platforms to more strictly monitor the content (Greece FG), young 

men in the UK focus group (FG 13) argue that young people “are on their own path” and that this is 

part of growing up.  

 
7 Fatsis L. Policing the beats: The criminalisation of UK drill and grime music by the London Metropolitan Police. The 

Sociological Review. 2019;67(6):1300-1316. 



 

41 
 

PA

GE  

\* 

ME

RG

EF

OR

M

AT

2 

The issues of vulnerability of young people on social media also appear in connection with 

discussions on pathways to extremism as they emerged from various FG discussions. As relatively 

unregulated spaces and unsupervised by parents, young people commented on the ease of being 

exposed to extremist content online. As discussed above this can either happen through algorithms 

and automatically recommended feeds that pop up on one’s social media account or through 

targeted seeking out such content. Noting that the internet ‘gives you what you want’ (IT 7/8 and 

that you can easily find content that confirms your views such as supremacist view (FG 9 Romania).  

Moreover, when you know what you are looking for, access to violent content also seemed relatively 

easy as claimed by a one of the focus group participants in the UK: 

I could go on Snapchat now and I’ll guarantee I’ll find someone’s head getting chopped off. 

[FG 13 UK] 

The potential of the internet ‘lured’ into extremism (Alessandra, FG 7 IT) is discussed in several focus 

groups. In Belgium, the focus group with young men agree that there are certainly extremists 

recruiter out there online, however they believe that they are a minority while most people engage 

with extremist content such as racist memes for example just for the fun of it:  

 There are some people who influence their followers so that they also believe in it [referring 

to extremism] and spread it on the net. (Males, D., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). [FG 1 BE] 

 

Participants in the UK focus group however argued that exposure to right-wing and racist memes 

makes especially young boys adopt a more extreme views and described this process a pipeline to 

extremism, which creeps slowly into their personality: 

FEMALE : If you go, if you go on YouTube like at any time between like 2014 and 2016 maybe 

2017. Even you have like, unlike the trend in all the like the exposed page, not even in just 

on those trending pages, you would like find videos that were like looked innocent. And then 

if you go there it would have like some kind of jokes that were kind of like, they would be 

like,” this is just like, this is just a joke”, but it be like the kind of like of anti-feminism, anti- 

social justice like themes and it's like young kids are exposed to that teen stuff and then they 

see it in a video, then they click on the videos,  it's just like.... 

FEMALE: It's like a pipeline, yeah?  

FACILITATOR: Definitely pipeline is that is that phrase, is that a term or. Explain it for me.  I'm 

really intrigued. I'm genuinely intrigued.  

(…)  

FEMALE: I feel like on social media it's become really prevalent over the past, like maybe 10-

15 years and. Especially young boys being like recruited into Alt-right wing ideologies by 

videos like that and a big thing as well, it’s not just like anti feminism or anti LGBTQ, there’s 

a lot of like racism in it as well, LIKE A LOT and it can seem like innocent jokes, but then you 
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travel further and further and you get to start seeing more content that's even more extreme 

and a lot of the times you end up on Alt right websites and I just,  I hear about it A LOT like 

young boys just slowly becoming more extreme.  [FG 11 UK] 

Exposure to extremist content left unchecked can also lead to normalisation of such viewpoints and 

as argued by one female participant humour plays a big role in it. 

FEMALE: (…) They're being pulled into it through humour 'cause I feel like when you first see 

it, you're like, oh, it's just something funny like it's something you see every day and then as 

you start getting like deeper into it, they start becoming more used to it through humour. If 

that makes sense. 

FACILITATOR 

So then it becomes part of the day-to-day humor? So you hear this stuff and then what?  

FEMALE  

Like you get normalized so they think well, why has everyone got problem with it? If it's what 

I'm used to seeing, it's normal to me, so they don't realize the impact that it's having on other 

people because it's normal to them. [FG 11 UK] 

 

Eco-chambers was another metaphor used to describe the process of radicalisation in another UK 

focus group with university students:  

And they've proven that if you go on TikTok and for example you start liking things that, say, 

are very far right, then your feed becomes infiltrated with it. So it’s really easy for that to 

switch, so then depending on what you’re liking and what you're sharing with people, and if 

you have followers and you’re following your friends who are like-minded, you actually end 

up in an echo chamber. [Female, FG 12 UK]. 

The participants from FG 11 further argued that some people will show how they think but others 

will be careful of not exposing themselves for fear of being cancelled and getting openly confronted 

with their views, however, they will harbour these views. Often they will be able to express their 

views more within a safety group and less in front of a person who is likely to be offended by their 

discriminatory language or views.  

Memes and communication 

The focus groups across all ages and countries underlined not only the importance of social media 

in the lives of the young participants, but the pervasive presence of memes as a form of 

communication.  One young male participant from Italy went so far as to describe memes as ‘the 

language of my generation’.   
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Memes are communications made up of image and text, often simple to put together, and a building 

block of ‘remix culture’, one of the fundamental characteristics of the participatory basis of digital 

culture. For a meme to ‘work’, the text and image will not necessarily correspond – it is the ‘gap’ 

between the image and text that allows an experience of recognition, memory or association.  The 

text may be serious, the image may be humorous, such that meme communication is described as 

‘wave like’, where a wave consists of particles and movement.  In a similar way, a meme solicits a 

‘hybrid structure of affect’, where the understanding of text and image, and the relationship 

between the two, is both cognitive and affective.    

Often an image may evoke an affective or emotional state associated with a memory, and this is 

linked through the meme to the cognitive or information dimension of the text associated with the  

image.  The text may be derogatory or negative, but associated with a humorous image, the meme 

may produce a response of laughter, that may be experienced as destabilising or unsettling by the 

person who responds in this way – in particular if the response is framed in terms of a personal 

experience or memory.  When this happens, there is an experience of heightened subjectivity, as 

the person responding to the meme may not understand their response, just as we do not 

necessarily understand our response to a work of art, where we need to understand both our 

thoughts and our feelings.  This uncertainty was expressed by one male participant, who is dealing 

with his own response to memes: ‘the fact that I see an image that may remind me of something 

else does not mean that if I laugh I am a bad person’ (Piero, FG 7 IT).  The hybrid affect often 

associated with a response to a meme pulls the respondent in two different directions.  There are 

different ways of managing two quite different kinds of response that are experienced 

simultaneously, but often this can be managed by irony (a ‘knowing’ response to the distance) or 

humour (an affective response to this distance). 

Communications theorists underline the power of memetic communications today, suggesting that 

memes are best understood as ‘idea compressors’ capable of communicating complex ideas and 

affect in an ephemeral moment8.  The temporal structure of the meme, combining an instantaneous 

response with an experience of being unsettled that may last much longer, points to a further 

dimension of the hybrid nature of memes.  Meanwhile, the simple architecture of a meme, 

combining short text and image, means that the meme is ideally suited to the remix structure of 

digital communications that is more experiential than discursive. 

Across all the focus groups, young people recognised memes as pathways into extremist 

communications.  Every focus group discussed the presence of racist, anti-Islamic, anti LGBTQI+, 

and misogynist memes.  Each group was  alert to what amounts to more organised production of 

memes described variously as being undertaken by the far-right or alt-right, sources of the 

combination of these different memes.   

 
8 Tuters, M. (2019) “LARPing & Liberal Tears: Irony, Belief and Idiocy in the Deep Vernacular Web”. In Fielitz, Maik and 

Thurston Nick (eds.) Post-Digital Cultures of the Far Right. Bielefeld: transcript Verlag:  37-48.  
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The hybrid affect of memetic communication was widely recognised by the young people, with each 

group initiating a discussion around the tension between the affective response to an image, often 

humorous, and the often derogatory text directed at certain groups associated with the image.  One 

young woman from Romania highlights this tension as a lived experience: ‘we see a lot on social 

media and it affects us and it is so untrue’.   

Memes, often relying on shared experiences or ‘in-jokes’, play the role of constituting communities 

(underlining the importance of shared laughter in constructing any community).  This increases the 

power of the meme, because to raise questions about what is being communicated is experienced 

as breaking the construction of a community, with the suggestion that the space for women to 

contest memes, in particular those directed against women, is still further reduced: ‘people 

expressing disagreement are ‘put in a corner’, especially if they are women’ (FG 5 GR).  Others 

suggest that memes need to be understood as a form of political communication, vehicles to 

promote particular models of society: ‘behind these memes… it seems to me that something is 

behind them, a vision of patriarchal society’ (Alberto, FG 12 IT). 

The content of particular themed memes is pointed to as particularly concerning, in particular 

misogynist memes, together with racist memes.  All the participants underline the pervasive 

presence of such memes in digital culture, all signal the presence of racist memes and Nazi symbols, 

from sites where this would be expected such as 4chan or 8chan (often the source of such memes), 

to Reddit communities, or gamer-linked platforms such as Twitch, Discord and Steam and 

associated affinity sites).  In some cases such sites are moderated, while in others there is no form 

of moderation at all.  Many of the young people speak of pervasive cultures of intolerance: ‘Most of 

the time there is racism online.  It is easy to see racism against Muslims, black people, everyone (FG 

1 BE).  Others suggest that there is more than the simple circulation of memes, but actors with the 

objective of influencing large groups: ‘There are some people who influence their followers so that 

they also believe in it [referring to extremism] and spread it on the net.’ (FG 1 BE). 

Across the different focus groups, almost all participants suggested that the production and 

circulation of extremist and offensive memes is linked more to young men rather than young 

women.  This suggests an important area for further exploration, highlighting the possible role of 

forms of masculine competitive humour in the construction of relationships of inclusion and 

exclusion. 

A further concern was widely expressed, namely the impact of algorithms in shaping news feeds 

and in amplifying messages that many young people experience as distressing or extremist.  This is 

seen as an amplifying mechanism associated with communications considered to be toxic.   

Many young people underlined the transformative impact of such communications, often citing as 

examples cases where a young person will laugh at a meme, will circulate the meme as something 

‘harmless’ or for ‘lol’, and after a time they will become ‘transformed’ through this experience. 

Across the focus groups, concern was expressed about the role of gaming, humour, irony and 

parody as pathways to extremism, and the implicit normalisation of extremist ideas and affect in 
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contemporary digital culture.  Embedded in a participatory remix digital culture, such 

communications are very different from traditional models of propaganda, and the experiences 

shared and the concerns expressed across every one of the focus groups points to a fundamental 

challenge for PARTICIPATION to address as it seeks to create counter and preventive 

communications: the challenge to address young people as actors and partners, not as audience. 
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4. Resilience and Concluding Remarks  
 

A strong and articulated concern is shared across all focus groups.  It is for young people to play a 

role as active respondents to the forms of extremism that they encounter in their day-to-day lives.  

While they all recognise the role to be played by others – local authorities, social media companies, 

schools, educators and parents – the conversation constantly returns to the role that young people 

themselves have to play in countering and preventing extremism and what they several participants 

refer to as ‘pipelines’ or ‘gateways’ to extremism. 

Across the focus groups, this theme is present in two dimensions, often linked together.  Firstly, the 

role of young people in countering the development of such pipelines and gateways.  Secondly, the 

role of young people creating alternatives. 

Often this is framed in terms of personal experience.  The actions of friends or of movements 

against racism are experienced as life affirming.  A young woman in Romania declares “I have friends 

who distribute anti-racist materials online. There is also an anti-racist movement so that makes me 

happy.’ In the absence of such a movement, ‘I would feel alone, I would not feel supported, and I 

would be afraid to comment because they [racist communications] were too normalized’ (FG 10 RO).  

Another young woman from Belgium describes the personal healing involved in disengaging from 

the fascination associated with conspiracy theories: “I used to love conspiracy theories… but I 

realised it’s time consuming and it’s not really the facts… it’s like feeding the brain bad energy…’ (FG 

2 BE).  Another young woman from Greece highlights the importance of support so that people can 

find paths to deal with problems in a nonviolent way (FG 4 GR). 

Similar themes of recovery, healing, and personal integration recur throughout the focus groups, 

and highlight that the issues at stake are not simply questions of information, but more complex 

forms of embodied subjectivity. While the young people all highlight the importance of ideas, more 

or better information alone is not the solution.  A young man from Italy frames what is at stake with 

another term: ‘empathy is fundamental because we are in a world today in 2022 where you cannot 

think of teaching things to young people as they were taught in 1920…. In a fast moving world like 

ours, it is essential to be empathetic’ (Piero, FG 7 IT). A young woman, discussing directions to take 

in her country Romania, argues ‘if we continue in this way, more needs to be done than education’ 

(FG 10 RO).  Yet another points to the importance of shared memory, and the increasing place of a 

politics of memory in responding to contemporary extremism, and the need to embed such action 

in local cultures and contexts: ‘prevention of extremism has something to do with a country’s history’ 

(FG 9 RO).  Yet another young person from Belgium points to the importance of young people being 

the actors of such a process: “I think that needs to be from people… from the same [age] group, 

because we’re more comfortable with each other, because if see someone who is trying to teach us 

something, and they are much older, who doesn’t understand us, or how we feel and everything, 

we hear everything, but we don’t take it very seriously’ (Female 1, FG 2 BE). Another young man from 

Italy points to the importance of communications that are embedded in youth culture, experienced 
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as ‘cool’, where young people might be supported for example to ‘make a video and promote it on 

social networks’ (Alberto, FG 7 IT).  These themes highlight the importance of young people being 

supported as actors to counter and prevent extremism, where they should be considered partners 

rather than audience. 

Others also point to the need for support and tools, to be able to understand something of what 

extremism and radicalisation are to be able to counter these, as detailed by a young woman from 

Greece: “Everyone should know what extremism and radicalisation are before launching a campaign 

to counter them” (FG 4 GR).  Several suggest that the kind of discussion they are involved in thanks 

to the PARTICIPATION project should be an opportunity made available to wider numbers of young 

people. Developing such participatory tools is an important challenge that PARTICIPATION is taking 

up across its different Work Packages.  

One theme emerges in several focus groups that underlines that the challenge identified is not 

simply to create effective ‘counter narratives’ or ‘alternative narratives’.  It is signalled by one young 

man participating in one of the Italian focus groups.  To counter extremism successfully, he argues, 

ultimately demands empathy, a capacity to feel what the other is feeling.  For this to happen, young 

people need to be able to break with cultures of anxiety and fear, and ‘create a positive vision of the 

future…. If you have a positive vision of the future, you can also be more empathetic, more patient 

and rational, and less angry’. To counter pipelines and gateways to extremism, you need ‘a positive 

view of the future and not one of pessimism.  That’s it’ (Luigi, FG 7 Italy). Another young woman from 

Romania points to a dimension that parallels this, the need for what she calls ‘a deep-rooted culture 

of respect’, something that she places at the heart of action against violence that can be both 

physical violence and symbolic violence. 

How can these things be achieved? Some key themes and ideas emerge across the focus groups, 

which will be the object of a research paper to be developed.  Some of the suggestions include 

creating spaces within the school curriculum to explore experiences of extremism and the spread 

of polarised views.  Others suggest developing innovative social media presence on platforms such 

as TikTok to create new kinds of messages around tolerance and prevention (FG 10, RO).  Others 

suggest action against gender stereotypes that play a role in the misogyny experienced by young 

women.  Others point to anti-racist action, action to counter extremism directed towards LGBTQI+ 

and Muslim minorities.   

Embedded across all the themes that emerge is a central premise: a diversity of lifestyles and 

cultures is not a threat to living together, but the basis of our shared lives.  The challenge for 

PARTICIPATION is to understand the voices and hopes of these young people, and to ensure that 

they are embedded in the tools for participation that will be developed in the second period of this 

project. 
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5. Appendix 
Appendix 1:  Memes Used in Focus Groups 
Figure 5 Italian Memes (FG 7) Meme 1 

 

Figure 6 Italian Memes (FG 7) Meme 2 

 



 

49 
 

PA

GE  

\* 

ME

RG

EF

OR

M

AT

2 

Figure 7 Italian Memes (FG 7) Meme 3 

 

Figure 8 Italian Memes (FG 7) Meme 4 

 

Figure 9 Italian Memes (FG 8) meme 1 
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Figure 10 Italian Memes (FG 8) Meme 2 

 

Figure 11 Italian Memes (FG 8) Meme 3 

 

Figure 12 Italian Memes (FG 8) Meme 4 
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Figure 13 Romanian Memes 1 

 

Figure 14 FG Romanian Memes 2 
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Figure 15 FG UK Pepe the frog memes  

 

Figure 16 UK memes on Covid conspiracy theories 

Figure 17: UK Memes on Feminism/ Gender equality 
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Figure 18 Greek memes 1 

 

Figure 19 Belgian memes 1 

 

Figure 20 Belgian Memes 2 
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Appendix 3: Focus Group Protocol and Interview Schedule 
 

The research: The aim of the research is to understand social polarisation, extremism and 

radicalisation in different European countries among young people from a gendered perspective. 

The research will inform policymakers, educationalist and academics to develop more effective 

social and education policies and interventions on how to prevent radicalisation and extremism 

particularly among young people.  

Focus groups like this are carried out in other European countries such as UK, Belgium, Greece, Italy 

and Romania. This research is part of a larger European project called Horizon 2020 PARTICIPATION 

(Analyzing and Preventing Extremism Via Participation). It started in December 2020 for a period of 

three years until November 2023.  

Topics for discussion:  

We will discuss your perceptions and views on extremism and radicalisation and how you encounter 

them in your online and offline world if at all.   

We know from research that girls and boys and men and women have different experiences of 

extremism and radicalisation and we are interested in understanding in which ways this is different 

and what the reasons for this might be?  

We also know that young people are aware of what is happening around them and are shaping the 

debates around them and responding in ways that is empowering and critical. We are therefore also 

interested in what mechanism young people develop to deal with or respond to extremist cultures, 

movements or encounters.    

Recording: We are recording this conversation today for accuracy. The recordings will later be typed 

up and the recordings destroyed at the end of the project.  

Anonymity and ground rules: In the transcript we make of the discussion we will change all names 

and anything else that might make you identifiable to anyone else.   

We will only ask you what you think – your attitudes and opinions -  not what has happened to you. 

We want you to treat each other respectfully and not talk about what other people have said outside 

of the group. Do you agree that this is a good rule? We would also ask that you: speak up, let 

everyone speak, and to try to keep to one person speaking at a time.  

Confidentiality and harm: You should not talk about things that are personal to you if you do not 

wish to. However, if you tell us that you (or someone else) are at immediate risk of serious harm we 

may have to pass that information on. Before we do that, we would talk to you about what we may 

have to do and we would encourage you to talk directly to someone who can help. This might be 
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the person who has organised the group or another staff at your school. We will not do anything 

without letting you know and trying to agree with you the best way to help. 

Role of the facilitators: [Introduce the team and what their roles will be. Ideally have 3 facilitators 

with 2 moderating the discussions and the third one observing the discussions and taking notes]  

Facilitator 1: introduce topics; make sure everyone feels comfortable and has a chance to speak. 

Facilitator 2:  Assist Facilitator 1. Facilitator 3: will be passive observant and take notes of the 

discussion.  

Clarifications: Any questions?  

Introductions: Names (doesn’t have to be your real name) & Icebreakers 

[Start the discussions with young people’s understanding of the social polarisation and then move 

on to their understanding of radicalisation and extremism] 

❖ What does social polarisation mean?   

❖ Can you think of examples? 

❖ And how about radicalisation or extremism? 

❖ How is polarisation related to radicalisation and extremism? 

[Please adjust these questions to your national context and the participants of the FG.  Feel free to 

change the order of these topics and the terminology used, make the questions as accessible as 

possible to young people, ask them about their observations, perceptions, views and ask them to 

give examples…] 

1) Far-right  

[To explore gaming – humour, irony, parody as pathways to radicalisation] 

Here are some common memes shared in social media. [Have the image on screen if available, or 

circulate handouts in colour. Each country to use their own memes]   

[Questions to be used as probes or follow-ups] 

❖ Do they look familiar to you? Do you come across similar memes and where? (i.e. social 

media, certain sites, while playing video games) 

❖ Which ones do you find particularly funny or not funny at all? 

❖ How do young people usually respond to such memes? Do you they repost them, 

with/without comments?  

❖ What do you think is the messages they convey?  

❖ Do they appeal more to women or men? Are they more likely to be posted by women 

or men? Why? 

❖ Do you think they have a bigger aim than just making fun? 
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❖ How do you think do they relate to extremism and radicalisation?  

❖ How about Islamist extremism or religious extremism? 

2) Conspiracy theories/Antivax as a pathway to extremism 

You have all perhaps heard of conspiracy theories. They often refer to secrete government plans to 

control the population. This can also be extended to the media, scientist or the elite. Sometimes it’s 

difficult to distinguish between facts/truth and fake news/conspiracy theories.  

❖ Which kind of conspiracies do you know of? (i.e. climate change, anti-vaxing, 9/11, anti-

Islam/Muslim (Eurasia), white genocide…. ) [Collect some ideas to see how much they 

know about it, which ones are most contested etc.] 

❖ To which extend to you think they harbour some truth? 

❖ And in which ways do you think them might lead to extremism? Where is the line? 

❖ Are young people particularly vulnerable to conspiracy theories?  

❖ Where/when are they more likely to be attracted to such ideas? (i.e. online, playing 

video games, visiting certain social media sites?) 

❖ Are men/boys and girls/women similarly attracted to conspiracy theories? Why or why 

not? 

3) Anti-gender quality, anti-feminist and anti- LGTBQI+ sentiments/ideology  

[You could also start with this after discussion point 1 on definitions of extremism.]  

❖ What do you think is the argument this meme (Lisa image from Simpsons) is trying to 

make?  

❖ Can you give examples when being anti-feminist is not the same as being anti-women? 

❖ Do you think that anti-feminist memes or comments are common among young 

people?  

❖ Is it just a provocative language or is there more behind it? 

❖ How about anti-gay or anti-LGTBQI+ comments or prejudice?  

❖ Do we need to worry about it as a society or is it just political correctness gone too far? 

4) Incels/Toxic masculinity/misogyny leading to violence/gender based violence 

[You might want to frame this section according to the most prevalent topic in your country. 

Whatever focus will choose, try to ask in the end about incel and what they know about it, whether 

they think this is a growing phenomenon in their society]  

3a) On incels but feel free to modify this section:  

Let’s move to our next topic incels.  
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Incel is short for "involuntary celibate". People who define themselves as incel say they can't get a 

sex life despite the fact that they want to be in a relationship. There is a growing incel community 

online who express their anger and frustration at women for not wanting to be with them.  

Some men who self-identify as incel and who have been active on online forums have carried out 

terrorist attacks and killed civilians and used incel ideology as a justification for their actions. This 

has been more common in North America but as seen recently also in Europe, such as the shooting 

in Plymouth (UK) in August 2021 which killed 5 people.  

In one of the forums the Plymmouth attacker, in between complaining about being a virgin, he 

expressed misogynistic views and suggested that sexual assaults were justified because "women 

don't need men no more". In one post, he wrote that incels are "essentially a race of outcasts, 

abused and forgotten by humanity" who deserve "a better place in society". "I personally don't think 

once you live this life you can really ever change," he wrote nine days before the attack. "The damage 

done, even if you become 'millionaire Chad' tomorrow, I personally believe my scars and damage 

will follow me forever and I'm sure others feel the same." 

Such sentiments do not appear suddenly, but develop over time. 

❖ To what extent do you think this kind of thinking is widespread among young 

people in your community or in the online world that you are engaged with?  

❖ Is this something to worry about or do you think they will remain a minority? 

❖ Why are Incel forums dominated by men?  

❖ Does the societies perception of the role of men and women play a role? (probe 

masculinity, patriarchal gender roles etc.) 

6) Countering radicalisation, extremism and polarisation 

[Important to capture protective factors, resilience and agency!] 

❖ How do young people nowadays respond to social polarisation/ radicalisation/ 

extremism? 

❖ Is there something that they can do? 

❖ Where would be a good place to start with campaigns against radicalisation and 

extremism among young people? 

❖ How would this look like if you want young people to become aware of develop 

resilience against extremism and radicalisation? 

7) Reflecting on the starting point. How did their understanding of extremism changed after these 

discussions? What is the message that they take away with them today? 

8) Any other points you would like to make?  
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[Diffuse the atmosphere if tensions have risen during the discussions. Wrap up by highlighting the 

important points that participants mentioned and its relevance for research and how to better 

understand and respond the phenomenon] 

Thank you all for your contribution.  
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Appendix 3: Participant Information Sheet (PSI)   
 

Participant Information Sheet 

European Youth PARTICIPATION Focus Group- Countering 

Extremism 

 

You are being invited to take part in a focus group which aims to understand young people’s 

perceptions and opinion related to social polarisation, extremism and radicalisation. 

Before you decide it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it 

will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if 

you wish.  

Please ask if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Take time to 

decide whether or not you wish to take part.  

Thank you for reading this.  

 

Who will conduct the research?  

❖ The project lead is led by Prof. Kevin McDonald and Dr Necla Acik, Department of Criminology 

and Sociology Department, Middlesex University London. 

Title of the Research  

European Youth PARTICIPATION Focus Group-Countering Extremism (2020-2023) 

What is the aim of the research?  

The aim of the research is to understand young people’s perceptions and views on extremism and 
radicalisation. We are particularly interested in the different views and opinions of boys and girls.  

This is part of a larger European research project called Horizon 2020 PARTICIPATION (Analyzing and 

Preventing Extremism Via Participation) (EU grant agreement No 962547). Focus groups like this are carried 

out in UK, Belgium, Greece, Italy and Romania. 

Why have I been chosen?  

We are asking young people like you, who are age 16-25 and who are still in full-time education, to 

take part in a focus group. The focus groups will consist of 10-12 students from the same college 

and if you agree you will be one of these students.  

What will I have to do? 

- If you are interested in taking part at the focus group let your teacher or tutor at your college 

know that you are happy to be contacted by us.  

- We will arrange a day with your college to carry out the focus group. We will also ask you to 

attend on that day as well.  
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- The focus group will be like a workshop which will take about 3 hours maximum. It will involve 

some interactive games as well as discussions. There will be refreshments available on that day. 

- We will ask you some questions about your opinion and views on questions we have prepared 

related to the topic. We won’t ask you to share any personal experience that you don’t want to 

share.  

- You don’t need to prepare in any way for the focus group. 

- We will audio record the discussions for our own records.  

- We might come back to your college to present some general results of our research or arrange 

a workshop with your college to discuss some wider issues related to social polarisation, 

extremism and radicalisation. However, this might be a different group than yours. 

 

Will my taking part in this study be kept confidential? 

Everything you said will be treated confidential. No names will be published and no-one outside the 

focus group will know that you took part at it or what you said. Any publications made from the 

discussions will be anonymised.    

What happens to the data collected?  

The audio records from the focus group discussions will be used only for research purposes. These 

records will be kept in a secure place on university premises for five years after the research is 

completed.  

What happens if I do not want to take part or if I change my mind?  

It is up to you to decide whether or not to take part. If you do decide to take part you will be given 

this information sheet to keep and be asked to sign a consent form. If you decide to take part you 

are still free to withdraw at any time without giving a reason and without detriment to yourself. 

How do I give consent?  

On the day of the focus group, you will be given a consent form to sign before we begin. 

Will I be paid for participating in the research?  

Nobody is being paid to take part in this focus group and no incentives are being offered. However, 

refreshments will be provided during the session.  

 

What are the possible benefits of taking part? 

There is no intended benefit for you in taking part in this focus group.  However, the information we 

get from this study may help us to develop more effective social and education policies and 

interventions that prevents extremism, radicalisation and social polarisation.  

 

What will happen to the results of the research study? 

Outcomes of the project will be published in academic journals and books and as blogs. We will also 

communicate the research findings to governments, policy makers and people working with young 

people. These information will be publically available.  Your college might also be interested in 

hearing/reading about the research outcome. All published research will be fully anonymised and 
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no information will be published that could potentially identify any people who took part at this 

research.  

 

Who has reviewed the research project?  

The project has received ethical approval from the European Commission and from Middlesex 

University’s Research Ethics Committee.   

Contact for further information:  

If you require further information, or have any questions you can contact the researcher who leads 

the focus group in Greater Manchester. You will also be able to talk to her in person on the day she 

comes to the college for the focus group. 

Dr Necla Acik  n.acik@mdx.ac.uk  

Address: Middlesex University, School of Law, Williams Building Room G51, The Burroughs, 

London NW4 4BT, United Kingdom 

 

mailto:n.acik@mdx.ac.uk
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Appendix 4: Node Memos  
Node Memo Extremism and Radicalisation 

Level 1 nodes and brief summary Original quotes/examples 

Definitions and explanations 

 

FG1 BE boys: There is a link between 

conspiracy theories such as QAnon, 

Great replacement, white genocide, 

anti-vaxx and extremism; some 

people ready/so convinced they 

would go as far as using violence.  

FG3 Greece, mixed, uni: Extremism 

is about extreme positions and 

extreme expression of this position.  

Don’t need violence to solve 

anything, yet there is a war going on 

a few km from here.  

Church in Greece seeding hatred 

towards LGTBQI+ community, they 

are fascists.  

Extremism is a threat to human 

rights and sexual diversity 

FG5 GR mainly girls: Supporting 

extremist viewpoints such as Golden 

Dawn.  

Radicalisation also linked to violence 

and extremes. 

Different form of extremism: 

hooliganism, sexism, antivaccinists, 

homophobia and all other ‘ phobias’ 

, Islamist extremism.  

FG6 GR boys: Imposing one’s views 

by force 

Religious fanaticism; terrorism, not 

just political extremism 

FG7IT mixed: superiority over 

others; absolute application of an 

ideology to all areas and total control 

of people, extremism the 

radicalisation of a thoughts and the 

need to put it into practice.  

Defending an idea at all costs 

Lacks common sense  

Leaves no room for dialog 

Is against the others 

Violent 

Easier to explain extremism than 

social polarisation 

 FG8 IT women uni:  

Extremist views and practices leads 

to extremist reactions and counter-

views, provokes more extremism 

 

FG mixed man.woman, she/her, Korinthos,GR, 19-21 “Talking about 

extermism, extemism is extreme position and extreme expression of 

this position” 

FG mixed man.woman, he/him, Korinthos,GR, 19-21 “We do not need 

violence to solve anything. However, this is something that sounds 

logical. Or maybe not? Because we live in 2022 and some kilometers 

away from here, there is a war. Two civilized countries can not resolve 

the differences that have arisen, and one attacks the other.” 

FG mixed man.woman, he/him, Korinthos,GR, 19-21 «We are trying to 

talk about human rights and in 2022 we are living the absolute 

circumvention of human rights, the war, the bombings, the 

invasions.”  

 

Αs argued, despite the fact that the beliefs of the Greek Orthodox 

Church are love, respect, solidarity, understanding, its 

representatives, the priests, are fascist towards the LGBTQI+ 

Community supporting extreme views. 

[FG3 mixed uni Greece] 

 

Vittoria:  (…) But I think extremism is rather when a person submits 

the values, the needs, and the opinions of others to their own 

because there is a thought that imposes and supposes a superiority 

over all the others... perhaps the essence of extremism is the 

radicalisation of a thought and the need to apply it in all areas and 

for all people in order for it to work.... from political, religious, 

philosophical ideologies, whatever, but this can happen so that 

everybody does that thing and therefore since for me this is the best 

thought, it's right that everybody else applies it.  

Lorenza: (…)As far as extremism is concerned, I think it's defending 

an ideal at all costs, even at the cost of going against common sense. 

I mean, instinctively. 

 

Alberto: (…)On the other hand, I have a clearer idea about extremism, 

and in my opinion it would be... Extremism happens when a person 

adopts behaviours I associate to violence, because he thinks that he 

is sure of his ideas, the others are wrong... it is a bit like being against 

the others. Therefore, actions are taken that go against common 

sense, that are violent and leave no room for dialogue. On this word, 

however, I have a clearer idea. 

[FG7IT mixed] 

 

P2: But based on what I've seen, people have certain extremist 

attitudes when they are forced to do things that are just as extreme, 

that is, in response to events that are just as extreme. That is, 

regardless of the fact that there are some people who are just 

extremist. It's really intrinsic in them, but maybe more moderate 

people become more extremist when extremist things are imposed 

on them, when something is imposed on them. (…)  
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Extremism intrinsic in society; left 

and right extremism  

We don’t know how to counter 

fascism peacefully; ant-fascist 

demos turn violent/extreme 

At the root of all extremism is 

ignorance 

Fascism is not dead, resurrected 

again, also left-wing extremis.  

Right is fascist and left is communist, 

same ideas still exists. Term used to 

vague and wide ranging in today’s 

society. Young people in Sicily linked 

to right wing but not the same as 

fascist. Being right-wing and against 

LGBT is also not always right, why 

such binary categorisation? No 

gradation in between? Too much of 

labelling going on. Simplifications 

and generalisations done too often, 

more context and nuanced analysis 

needed.   

No-vaxx movement: everything has 

turned into extremism; extremism 

that harms my freedom is 

extremism i.e. no-vaxxers harassing 

other people to take off their mask 

etc.  

FG9 boys Romania: Not victim of 

extremism but observed various 

forms of discrimination around 

them: But they have seen others 

being offended or victim of 

extremism, quite common on social 

media. The group then goes on to 

talk about racist remarks that 

Romanian are better than 

foreigners, about national 

superiority, and about misogyny  etc.  

P4: We always have extremes. To this day, I think society is totally 

divided between those who defend the rights of migrants with all 

their might, and those who would like to see them sink into the sea. 

We don't have a middle ground. We always come back to the 

argument of polarising ourselves on two extremes. The image on the 

left provokes me, however, that we are making parallels between the 

emergency situation we are experiencing and the holocaust, there is 

some extreme in comparing not knowing how to demonstrate 

peacefully to fascism. Few demonstrations in my opinion have been 

peaceful, those that have really changed history have not been 

peaceful at all. There is extremism everywhere.  

(…)  

P5: At the root of all extremism is ignorance. 

(…)  

P2: Communism and fascism are much broader and are used very 

improperly in today's society, because the right is fascist and the left 

is communist. There is no such difference and it is so ignorant to say 

that an idea is completely fascist, because fascism, in my opinion, is 

a much broader thing. It is certainly true that there are more 

conservative ideas and ideas that go more towards equality and 

freedom, it's all in the ways and not in the violence to achieve other 

goals. Sicily in general is linked to the right and so some people think 

they are fascists. But I have never seen young people who have 

extreme behaviour or even behaviour approaching that of fascism. 

There is the idea that being right-wing you are against the rights of 

the LGBT community, but why is there this strong distinction? 

 [FG8 IT mixed uni women] 

P4: Actually, sometimes they do. It seems to me that there was a No 

Vax demonstration, where an interviewer from 'Fanpage' went with a 

mask, this guy was attacked because they wanted to remove his 

mask. Extremism that harms my freedom is extremism. Everything 

has turned into a form of extremism. When, in a public 

demonstration, you go and attack a boy who is alone against a 

crowd... it's a bit paradoxical. It all turned into a very extremist 

attitude. There was the guy who was chasing the guys telling them to 

put their masks down or he would spit in their faces.  

P5: For example, there was a video of a girl on an aeroplane who took 

off her mask and even spat at a lady, and there were many cases like 

that. Now, maybe less so, but every day you read about convinced No 

Vax people who not only stick to their convictions but also try to 

convince others. 

[FG8 IT mixed uni women] 

“Or I’ve heard about AUR voters saying how they see in George Simion 

a saviour who wants the good of the people”. (RO_boy_age 16-18)  

[Comments added by Necla Acik for clarification: George Nicolae 

Simion is a Romanian right-wing politician and civic activist. He is the 

president of the Alliance for the Union of Romanians, a political party 

in Romania that gained popularity after its unexpected high score in 

the 2020 Romanian legislative election] 

 

Violence 

 

FG1 BE boy: Violent and non-violent 

radicalisation/extremism.  

However, about radicalisation, a student offered an interesting 

response underlining that it is  

“a form of belief.” (FG Males, A., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19), 

and it is different from violent extremism and terrorism. This insight 

was very useful to inform participants that there are two forms of 

radicalisation: non-violent and violent. The first one concerns a 
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Violence used by extremist to 

defend their conviction (conspiracy 

theorists).  

FG1o RO girls: If tolerance of 

minorities are not taught at school 

or in the society; it can lead to 

violence against such group 

 FG3 GR mide uni:  

Violence in sports, recently incident 

of a 19 year of boy being killed by 

rival team fans. 

Islamist extremism and terrorism  

War in Ukraine between two civilised 

countries 

 Domestic violence and corporal 

punishment part of the problem; 

prevention needs to start early on.  

FG 5 and FG 6 Greece: Golden Dawn; 

radicalisation indicates violence ; but 

students also linked extremism with 

far-left politician.  

Violence leaves no room for dialog 

(see above ) Alberto FG7 IT.  

Radicalisation can have different 

meanings, but extremism often 

associated with violence  

Fascist mentality still prevalent in 

Italy; roots in violent extremisms.  

FG9 RO boys: didn’t intervene when 

witnessing someone being a victim 

of extremism because it did not lead 

to violence!  

strong belief in a specific vision of the world that could be included in 

a democratic society within certain limits; instead, the second one 

admits violence for ideological, religious, or political goals. 

While not being able to define properly violent extremism and 

terrorism, all students condemn both unanimously.  

“I do not know [how to define violent extremism]. I think extremism 

is a bit stronger than [violent] radicalisation.” (FG Males, A., 

Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

FG mixed man.woman, she/her, Korinthos,GR, 19-21 “Violence is 

involved in the application of any extremist pre-approach”  

 

FG mixed man.woman, he/him, Korinthos,GR, 19-21 “We do not need 

violence to solve anything. However, this is something that sounds 

logical. Or maybe not? Because we live in 2022 and some kilometers 

away from here, there is a war. Two civilized countries can not resolve 

the differences that have arisen, and one attacks the other.” 

(FG3 GR mixed) 

 

 

“There should be no violent behaviour when it comes to parents and 

teachers, as domestic violence causes extremist views”. “We should 

train people of all ages, and make therapy visits compulsory for 

everyone, at least once per year, as violent behaviour is usually 

caused by psychological issues” (FG mixed, Yameena, 16-18). (FG4 

Greece) 

 

Another female participant gave the example of Golden Dawn 

(ultranationalist political party in Greece) and explained that 

radicalisation indicates violence and, in general, the extremes. [FG 6 

GR boys) 

 

Beatrice: (…) I think that the term radicalisation tends to be more 

versatile and is associated with more contexts ... and honestly, we 

hear more the term radicalisation than polarisation in my opinion ... 

in the media or as a term. While the term extremism, as Alberto also 

said, in my imagination I associate the concept with violent acts. And 

so, it's as if it were a development, an evolution of radicalisation. That 

is to say, we can all have a radicalised thought about a specific theme, 

such as vaccines or whatever... Extremism leads me to perform an 

act that can in some way harm those who do not think like me, 

basically... with a violent act, I do not know... in my mind there is more 

this division. Now, just a little bit cliché is to refer to Islamic 

extremism. One comes to think that when the terrorist act happens 

that is an act of extremism. Radicalisation... that is, not all those who 

have a radicalised idea of Islam then go and commit an act of 

extremism. If you know what I mean. (FG7 IT mixed uni) 

 

the students claim that a 'fascist' mentality still prevails in many 

Italians, which is at the origin of cases of violent extremism. (FG8 IT 

women, summary) 

 

Q: Have you witnessed situations in which someone was the victim of 

extremism? 

 

“I didn't feel like I should intervene. It did not lead to violence. 
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I noticed that there is a tendency for radical ideas, influenced by 

social media because there you get what you want, you get 

recommendations for what you are interested in”. (RO_boy_age 16-

18) 

 

Islam/-ophobia, Terrorism 

 

FG13 UK boys: After the Manchester 

Arena bombing, people were calling 

you Muslim if they wanted to insult 

you, like using a money emoji on 

some posts.  

 

FG1 BE boys: A lot of racism online 

against Muslims. Also some Islamist 

symbols that could be racist. 

Extremist recruiting online! FG group 

consist mainly of Muslims. As written 

in the summary the group did not 

feel confident to talk about Islamist-

Extremism but they were referring 

to Israel and Palestine and the 

criminalisation of Muslims in Europe 

as a contributing factor to Islamist 

extremism (resentment thesis).  

Islamist extremism makes looking all 

Muslims bad.  

 

FG10 RO girls: Doesn’t see 

Islamophobia as an issue in 

Romania, Romanians in fact 

favouring Middle Easterns over their 

own local ethnicities implying that 

the Roma’s are treated worse than 

the Muslims!  

A lot of anti-Muslim stuff online, on 

TikTok.  

Glad that there is an anti-racist 

movement countering such 

sentiments.  

I don’t have racist friends around me 

but they are neutral, not involved in 

anti-racist movement (presumably 

also not involved in far right) 

 

FG11 UK, girls mainly: There is a lot 

of Islamophobia, especially online; 

people are definitely more divided 

(than on issues of racism against 

Blacks), people have to got a skewed 

view on religion. Very controversial.  

I will rip off your hijab! Heard that 

being used as a joke 

Boy beaten up because he was 

Islamophobic, didn’t get the teacher 

involved as they thought that they 

INTERVIEWER 

What sort of, this might be a really daft question, but what are the 

forms of racism that it takes, is it about colour, is it about – 

MALE 

Most of the time it’s colour and religion. 

INTERVIEWER 

Colour and religion, so anti-Islamist, stuff like that? 

MALE  

It was bad after the [unintelligible 00:15:13].  People calling you 

Muslims.  On their Instagram posts calling them –  

MALE  

Like using a monkey emoji on some posts.  [FG13 UK boys] 

 

 

“You can see noises symbols, Islamist symbols that could be racist.” 

(FG Males, D., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

“Most of the time there is racism online. It is easy to see racism 

against Muslim, black people, everyone.” (FG Males, J., 

Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

“There are some people who influence their followers so that they 

also believe in it [referring to extremism] and spread it on the net.” 

(FG Males, D., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

Islamist-Extremism  

It is difficult to state something about Islamist extremism. Almost all 

involved students were Muslims but, apparently, it was difficult for 

them to go in-depth on this topic considering their shy participation 

in discussing this topic. 

They did not provide any comments or opinions about Islamist 

extremism. However, it is possible to report two important insights 

concerning the relationship between Israel and Palestina, and the 

responsibility of governments and police in increasing racism against 

Muslim people and spreading anger and resentment which produce 

Islamist extremism. The first one represents a complex issue but is 

based on religious reasons in the students’ opinions. 

“I think of Israel. It is not good [what it is doing]. Israelian people are 

putting Palestinians under pressure.” (FG Males, A., 

Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

“I think that racism against Islamic people is caused by the police 

because they are making people scared and doing several things 

against Mosques. So, people are scared in their heads and are against 

other Muslims. […] Of course, [Islamist] extremism is not good 

because it is making all Muslim look bad [in terms of image and public 

opinion]. But governments, law enforcement agencies, and media 

are making normal people scared.” (FG Males, S., Antwerp/Belgium, 

16-19). [FG 1 BE] 

Q: Islamophobia? 

“No, but for different ethnic groups, yes. Especially for the Roma. It 

seems to me that Romanians are often more open to people from 

middle east than our local ethnicities”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

 

Q: Islamophobia? Are there any such jokes? Are they popular? 
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wouldn’t go far enough to condone 

his behaviour.  

 

FG2 BE girls: Felt awkward wearing 

the hijab at work after it was 

legalised.  

 

FG3 Greece mixed uni age: Linked 

extremism with terrorism and 

Islamist Extremism  

Participant didn’t want to comment 

on right-wing memes that reflected 

the fears of Greeks to be subsumed 

by Islam and Turkey.  

FG6 GR boys:  

terrorism related to religious 

fanaticism  

FG7 IT:  

it’s a bit of a clichés but Islamist 

extremism for example; when 

explaining the difference between 

radicalisation and violent 

extremism.  

Memes with Muslim in burqa 

conveys the message that all/true 

Muslims wear the burqa which 

resonates with an audience that is 

less sensitive. Meme conveys the 

message that you can laugh about 

them as they are not normal people.  

Extremism happens when an 

individual feels marginalised as it is 

the case with Islamist extremism, 

second generation Muslims; sign of 

failed integration! 

People in small town prejudice 

against gay and Muslims but 

censorship will make it only worse 

and radicalise even more.    

FG8 IT: Respondents pities Muslim 

women in burqa and questions 

whether this is their choice, linking it 

to Islam and having no choice to 

decide about what you want and 

what you don’t want.   

FG9 RO with boys: Don’t see a 

problem with Islam (!) but aware that 

it still (!) exists. Talk less on gender 

and Islam than on extremism with 

friends. 

“Less jokes with Muslims”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

“I see more on tiktok so they are popular”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

“I have friends who distribute anti-racist materials online. There is 

also an anti-racist movement so that makes me happy”. (RO_girl_age 

16-18) 

 

“It's not the same for me. The people around me are not racist but 

they have no opinion”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

Q: But is there a movement? 

I would feel alone, I would not feel supported, and I would be afraid 

to comment because they were too normalized. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

FACILITATOR 

And what about like anti-Muslim, Islamophobia? 

FEMALE 1 

I feel like there’s definitely, there’s more of that online, definitely, 

especially recently, just like in the past few years, just like you look at 

like You Tube comments and things like that, it’s like oh my gosh, are 

you actually saying that?  Like it’s unbelievable and I feel like that one’s 

definitely more divided, because people have got like really skewed 

views, especially about religion.  People have got really skewed views 

about religion and yeah, I feel that one’s more controversial. 

FEMALE 4   

I think it depends on your area as well, like where you live offline as 

well, because a working class area, a lot of people are uneducated, so 

they don’t have the education behind immigration, things like that, so 

they just think, they hear immigration or they see it in a newspaper 

and think right, it’s bad, like they’re all bad people, because they 

haven't got the right education or different religions [** 01:01:49]. 

FEMALE 5 

I also think there’s a lot more activism now recently for Islam.  I think 

that’s because like usually when you think of racism, I think it used to 

be like just aimed at the black community, but now I think it’s like 

been took into consideration that it’s not just that, and that there is a 

lot of like anti-Islam as well.  So you see a lot of people like sharing 

that say on their Instagram story or like just to let more people know 

that it is happening I think.  

(…) 

FACILITATOR 

Could the same be true about the portrayals that you see in some of 

the anti-Islamic memes or, if you come across that, they’re based on 

crass reductions of people.  OK.  And is humour used in the same 

way, have you seen humour being used the same way with anti-

Islamist material? 

FEMALE 2 

Yeah, kind of, like I’ve seen people say like, “Oh I’m going to rip your 

hijab off”, stuff like that, but – 

FACILITATOR 

As a joke? 

FEMALE 2 

Yeah, as a joke and like with stuff like that, so basically I’m going to 

tell you a story.  So there was this one time when there was this guy.  

He said something.  I don’t remember exactly what he said but it was 

racist and it was Islamophobic, and these guys beat him up [laughs].  

They beat him up, but I think the reason that they did that and they 

didn’t go tell like a teacher, is because I feel like in our generation, like 

we’re more woke, like we understand racism and stuff like that, but I 
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feel like they thought that if they told the teacher that they would like, 

they wouldn't get enough, they wouldn't get ostracised enough. 

[FG11 UK girls mainly] 

 

“I work, I have a student job, and before we could not wear religious 

things, like a cross or a head scarf. But now, we can wear them. I work 

on the weekend, and last week it was my first time wearing my head 

scarf in my job. And I saw the people really looking at me, but it wasn’t 

nice.” (FG: Females/Speaker 2/Antwerp/16-19). [FG2 BE] 

 

Figure 2 Greek flag with white star and crescent (from the Turkish 

flag) in the place of the cross 

Figure 3 Meme representing Greece being islamicised and patronised 

by Turkey 

          
 

Not much appetite or interest to discuss anti-Islam sentiments or 

other forms of religious extremism. Possibly the fact that a 

participant joined by using a name predominantly associated with 

muslim people, might have played a role in their wish not to discuss 

such an issue. Having said that, religious extremism is not that 

prevalent a phenomenon in Greece, at least not in the form often 

observed in Western European countries (islamic fundamentalism 

etc.). (FG4 Greece, girls mainly). 

 

FG males, he/him, Markopoulo, GR, 16-17 “I agree with the above-

mentioned statement and I would also like to add that sometimes, 

some people try to impose their views by force” 

They also linked the social polarisation with “religious fanaticism” and 

not only with politics. They referred to the terrorist incidents due to 

religious fanaticism. (FG6 Greece) 

 

Alessandra; (…) I think they convey an implicit message of 

normalisation, or, in any case, they convey the message that these 

are particular subjects, but you can joke about them because they are 

different people. Therefore, they are entitled to be made fun of. I 

don't know if I've explained it well. Besides the fact that, as always, 

the usual stereotypes are reconfirmed, especially in the third image, 

which personally is the one that bothers me the most because it gives 

an idea that is not that of true Islam. In other words, it refers to those 

very earthy concepts that reach a less sensitive audience. (FG7 IT 

mixed) 

 

Vittoria: (…) And therefore, as far as extremism is concerned, I say 

that it happens when a person feels marginalised; in fact, speaking of 

Islamic extremism, it happens above all in the second generations, in 

the children ... second generation Muslims who feel marginalised, 

they feel neither Muslim nor part of the country in which they were 

born, and therefore they end up in these black holes and do very 

dangerous things. I would say it's absolutely part of integration, 

education, and inclusion.  
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(FG7 IT mixed) 

Perhaps the photo that struck me most is the one in the middle. Not 

so much because it makes me laugh, but because of the little girl, 

because of the fact that she is completely covered. They do it for 

religion. I think there are women who agree and women who don't 

agree, it doesn't matter not to be. It doesn't matter what the girls 

think. This is certainly an extremist attitude, because there are those 

who do it for religion because they are devout. But how much sense 

can something like that actually make to a child? How much can a 

child say: 'yes I agree or no I don't agree'? A child at that age is 

certainly not thinking about the veil or clothing. 

P2: This is in all religions. We are the first ones to be baptised. It is a 

foundation of religion. 

P4: Exactly. But for aesthetic reasons, for reasons of communication, 

we're not used to it because our religion doesn't impose a dress code. 

Apart from the nuns, we, baptised or not, can dress as we like. In 40° 

in the shade, they have to wear this veil. Imagine a child who has no 

choice, not even a woman has a choice. Except that you want to do it 

consciously and willingly. There are people who are not, and there 

you say that indeed there is extremism, because this person cannot 

say: "no, I don't do it"; because I don't think there are any 

consequences to that. Because in the Islamic religion you cannot say: 

"no, I don't do that", especially if you are a woman and you are a child. 

MODERATOR: Already there you start this condition of not being able 

to choose and you start at a disadvantage. (FG8 IT) 

 

Q: Have you heard negative debates about Islam? 

“We have had many discussions, especially with foreigners in politics. 

People who come from abroad and get involved in politics in Romania 

but come from older people or with a certain degree of education”. 

(RO_boy_age 16-18) (FG 9) 

Generational differences  

 

FG2 BE girls: Misogynist attitudes 

passed down from parents to 

children.  Yet, the girls are critical of 

such values and ‘refuse’ to take 

them. 

 

FG 4 mainly girls: Family 

environment important but also 

younger generation more feminist.  

FG7 Italy, mixed uni group: 

Misogynist memes more appealing 

to older generation; adults who grew 

up in another context (past). 

Younger generation more sensitive 

to these issues as they are exposed 

to social media and have more 

opportunities to educated 

themselves.  

FG9 and 10, Romania: more 

common among older generation, 

also from teachers and family 

members, people from the 

The students also identified that parents have a huge role to play in 

shaping young people’s perspectives. They thought that misogynistic 

points of view could be passed down by parents to children and give 

legitimacy to these points of view. They recognised that there were 

societal expectations for how they should behave, however, they 

seemed opposed to be given a role that they should fill. (FG2 BE girls] 

Beatrice: So, I don't often see memes of this kind [msygonist memes], 

and I honestly think that this is a type of humour that frames, 

simplifies a given subject a lot. I think in topics like these it's very 

dangerous. So, I personally don't like the idea that there are these 

kinds of images circulating a lot on the Internet. I think, I hope actually 

… the perception that I have is that they circulate for less among 

children and adolescents, and rather more among past generations, 

adult people basically who have grown up in another context. I have 

a teenage sister who has a kind of sensitivity that even I didn't have 

10 years ago regarding these issues, because maybe it's also thanks 

to social networks or to the kind of information we have access to. 

There is a different kind of sensitivity, but I honestly think that the 

circulation of books or films on these kinds of topics is dangerous.  

(FG7 IT] 

 

The boys from the group also responded positive to hearing sexist 

comments about girls, either in their group or outside their group. 

Both groups, men and women, seemed to see anti-gender, anti-
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countryside. Also people with low 

levels of education.  

FG 11_UK_Our generation more 

woke, more sensible to 

Islamophobia and Racism 

5G type of conspiracy theories more 

like older generation, people on 

Facebook, not people our age, just 

old people on FB who are scared of 

things.  

But younger generation more 

guilable when it comes to racism and 

Islamophobia, whereas older 

generation more susceptible to 

covid misinformation, young people 

trust the science more.  

FG2 BE girls: older people not used 

to ethno-religious diversity; they 

have something against us  

 

FG8 IT: no gender difference in term 

of believing in conspiracy theory but 

more common among people 40 

and over as they are no digital 

natives and new to social media.  

FG 9 Boys RO: older generation (and 

teachers) more conservative and 

against change, and people with low 

levels of education.  

feminist attitudes from the older generation as well. These comments 

came from family members, but also from teachers or elderly people.  

“I'm a model and I can say that people already put a label on your 

forehead "you look good but that's about it”. And in the industry, 

people think you are stupid and there are negative stereotypes”. I 

have encountered prejudices from male teachers. They have the 

impression that it is much easier for men to achieve something and 

much harder for women” (Oana, Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 

“Usually I hear it in the countryside, with grandparents, but not in the 

circle of friends. I think the level of education matters a lot. I see that 

on social media many people give their opinion and it goes viral, even 

if it is wrong” (Cosmin, Man FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 

While women take it persoanlly, as linked not only with a type of 

profession but with their identities as women, the men from the 

group linked it to other factors such as the level of education or 

economic mobility. 

“I see more jokes like this in people in their 40s. Personally, I don't 

look at them as long as it's a joke, and it should not be taken seriously. 

(RO_boy_age 16-18) 

 

“It seems to me that the older generations would be more 

conservative, more against change” (Dan, Man FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 

16-18). 

“Maybe so because it's easier to blame based on hatred, they see how 

easy it is to make money doing something unethical and they don't 

agree when women work on this and earn a lor and they don't earn 

as much. It seems to me that when someone thinks about video chat, 

they are not thinking about that person, but about an abstract idea 

on the internet and a misconception without thinking that it is more 

about that person.” (Mirel, Man FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO16-18) 

FEMALE 1 

Similar things.  That’s more, I think that’s more kind of like another 

older generation thing, like people on Facebook, oh 5G’s like killing 

people, that kind of thing.  I don’t think people our age – 

FACILITATOR 

Because you all want 5G coverage. 

FEMALE 1 

I just don’t like, there's not really any scientific evidence to prove that 

it’s like actually killing people.  If there was then maybe, yeah, but it’s 

like, whatever, it’s like old people on Facebook just scared of things. 

FEMALE 4 

Yeah I think that was the difference like, I think the younger 

generation, because we didn’t, like we literally knew nothing about 

COVID, I think we just waited like to see what scientists would actually 

come up with.  But I think the older generation was like, no, we know 

best, like the vaccine’s going to kill you, blah, blah, blah.  That was 

literally, I think that’s what it was, like they wanted to be right in the 

situation.  

(…) 

FEMALE 2 

Yeah but I think with stuff like this, because like COVID, like that’s a, 

there's kind of more scientific, like the younger generation, we want 

evidence, but the older generation, they’re just gullible.  They believe 

whatever they want.  But like when it’s stuff like racism and 

Islamophobia and stuff like that, that’s more susceptible to the 
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younger generation, because in that sense they’re more gullible to 

like be views be pushed on them. 

FG 11_UK 

 

“People between like 16 and 30 [years old], they have no problem 

with cultural or religion or anything about that, but its more the old 

people that have problems… it’s like they have something against us… 

they are used to how things were like back in the day, they are just 

not used to new faces, skin tones, or anything like that.” (FG2: 

Females/Speaker 1/Antwerp/16-19). 

 

P7: In my opinion there is no distinction. I haven't had that in my life, 

apart from a friend who didn't want to get vaccinated and then did, 

but she wasn't a conspiracy nut, she had her reservations. No, from 

what I've seen it seems evenly distributed.  

P8: The only distinction I would make is age. In my opinion from about 

40. 

P4: In my opinion a little bit more, from 50. 

MODERATOR: What do they do from 40 upwards? 

P8: I think between 40 and 50 they are more influenced by these 

conspiracy theories, maybe they start to approach social media, they 

read the first news they see and they are convinced.  

P7: They are not digital natives. They are new to social. The problem 

is disentangling themselves from all the information. They are naiver, 

they don't read the details. 

P4: Exactly. 

P5: We are talking about people who were not educated at the base, 

who have a different cultural background.  (FG8 IT)  

The boys from the group also responded positive to hearing sexist 

comments about girls, either in their group or outside their group. 

Both groups, men and women, seemed to see anti-gender, anti-

feminist attitudes from the older generation as well. These comments 

came from family members, but also from teachers or elderly people.  

(FG9 and FG10 Summary RO) 

Q: Have you heard negative debates about Islam? 

 

“We have had many discussions, especially with foreigners in politics. 

People who come from abroad and get involved in politics in Romania 

but come from older people or with a certain degree of education”. 

(RO_boy_age 16-18) 

 

Q: Are there problems with people from ‘89? 

Islamophobia, xenophobia, do you find it at the generational level? 

“More than us, yes”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

“It seems to me that the older generations would be more 

conservative, more against change”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

“I don't think it specifically defines a generation. It's more about 

people”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

Homo/transphobia 

 

FG1 BE boys: Discussions on the 

memes on gender issues on Netflix.  

Not comfortable with messages like 

that, just want to watch Netflix why 

am I being confronted with LGTBQI+ 

issues. 

Anti-gender quality, anti-feminist and anti- LGTBQI+ 

sentiments/ideology  

Starting from a meme that was shown before and was about gender 

issues on Netflix, a student referred to be against this kind of 

campaign on this platform. The other pupils did not reply very 

properly but they seemed to agree with their schoolmate. 

“I think it is not necessary because on Netflix you just want to watch 

[a movie or TV serie] but you see a lot of people who address LGTBQI+ 
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Bad influence for young viewers 

Gender transitioning seems become 

a trend; not genuine motive; not 

correct and necessary!  

This is political action i.e. 

provocation not about identity 

Aim to make money, get more 

viewers, it’s purely business 

Accept that there is discrimination 

about gay people; sometimes they 

get killed. That is bad! 

No good to hurt them, but don’t 

want to be friends with them either. 

If they leave me alone, I will leave 

them alone! No hostility against 

them! 

 

FG10 RO:  

The church and families/elderly 

people have traditional values on 

sexuality; leads to exclusion from 

the community. 

Church community toxic, affects 

people’s opinion. 

Participants hear a lot of 

homophobic comments in their 

surroundings, especially from 

elderly people:  

Would rather not see gay people 

kissing or holding hands in public.  

People thing that being gay is a 

mental disorder 

Prefer not to see them in public  

(similar to BE comments above) 

The use of correct gender pronouns 

for non-binary or transgender 

people is recently being more 

accepted 

Issues of sexual identity being 

discussed more in small circles with 

friends 

Parents and teachers avoid talking 

about queer issues.  

Teacher was shaming boy with long 

hair and nail polish 

Negative comments about non-

compliance at school 

Teaching of different sexual identity 

included in school curriculum, but 

there was a case where parents 

intervened.  

There are a few people who transit 

and those who defend queerness 

but they are in the minority.  

 

issues a lot in different [TV] series. It is not necessary because I do not 

want to think about this stuff while I am watching it [referring to 

Netflix].” (FG Males, A., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

“I am not agreeing with this kind of diversity [on Netflix] because 

many young people watch it and they get influenced. In real life, it is 

something like that. On Netflix, [a movie or TV serie] is not real so 

people get influenced.” (FG Males, A., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

“Yesterday I read something on Instagram. There is an actress in “The 

Umbrella Academy” that became a man, and now the character is 

also changing into a man. I do not think that it is right because [the 

original character] is a woman. Why does it have to be changed into 

a man? […] It is not also right that a gay actor has to be a gay 

[character]. He is acting and that is not his life. […] I do not want those 

[TV] series. I do not think it is correct and necessary.” (FG Males, A., 

Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

Instagram conducts a similar campaign to Netflix to promote 

LGBTQI+. Also, in this case, some students do not approve of this 

influence and “political” action. 

“Instagram sometimes, with private stories. While I am seeing stories 

of people [that I follow], automatically stories about LGBTQI+ appear. 

You cannot remove them. I think that is not good. I cannot choose. I 

do not want that: why do I have to see that every time I open it.” (FG 

Males, A., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

In their opinion, many companies exploit LGBTQI+ rights and 

campaigns for business and riching themselves. 

“I think that the diversity gets more views, so that is why they use it, 

not only Netflix but also Amazon Prime [Video], etc. They all use it 

because gets more views and more money for them. That is why they 

use it.” (FG Males, A., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

“There is always a business in it. […] LGBTQI+ is like a trend.” 

However, their positions are only referred to Netflix and the 

media/TV environment. None of the students reported discriminant 

comments against the LGBTQI+ community and diversity referring to 

real life. Moreover, they know that there are people who commit 

discriminant actions against it. 

“There are some people that “smash” gay people because they are 

anti-LGBTQI+, they kill them. It is bad.” (FG Males, J., 

Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

Even if there is no will to commit violence against these people and 

offend them, it seems that one student (the others did not share their 

opinion about it) made a sensitive comment implying that he does 

not want to have a friendship with the members of this community: 

“It is not good to hurt them. You have just to leave them alone (he 

meant to not bother them). If they do not come here, I do not say or 

do something against them. If they leave me alone, I will leave them 

alone (always meaning to not bother reciprocally). I am not for them, 

but nor against them.” (FG Males, A., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

 

Anti- LGBTQI+ sentiments/ideology 

The general response from both groups showed a general 

acceptance at the community level depending on the amount of 

visibility the community would show. That means the public would 

respond generally though indiference or a general acceptance if they 

would not directly interact with this community but change their 

opinion when interacting. They also seem to encounter extremist 
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FG3 Greece uni mixed: Greek 

Orthodox church and priests fascists 

when it comes to the LGTBQI+ 

community, no universal acceptance 

of human rights.  

Ministry of Education approved a 

video to be shown in classes to lower 

secondary schools on sexual 

reproduction with explicit sexists 

and homophobic viewpoints. 

FG7 IT:   

Homophobic and racist values often 

instilled within family to young 

people but young people also learn 

to challenge these values and 

develop anti-homophobic and anti-

racist view/values through 

interactions with people outside of 

family (school, society, online) and 

challenge their families. Thus it’s a 

matter of education, hence 

important not to censor such 

expressions. 

 

The DDL Zan bill (proposed law 

against homophobia voted down in 

Oct 2021 by right-wing opposition 

parties and the Vatican) has been an 

highly contested issues. The 

opposition of the right to it was 

obvious but the left also didn’t show 

willingness to compromise, they 

were not less extremist than the 

right parties in a way because of 

their inability to seek dialog and 

make a compromise.  

 

 

ideas about the LGBTQI+ community but consider that “they keep to 

their group” (Mirel, Man FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO16-18) 

“Some are more indifferent, but still with the opinion that they’d 

rather not see them when they kiss or hold hands” (Mara, Women FG, 

Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 

Regarding acceptance in schools and recognition of pronouns: 

“It seems to me that it is more generally accepted recently” (Andreea, 

Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 

“I have heard confusing debates with different first names or 

pronouns. It seems to me that they demand too much of my effort 

when they get annoyed at me for not knowing their pronoun. I don't 

think I care anymore”. There is also a problem with the Romanian 

translation. We don't have them, the pronouns. And the address is 

different in Romania”(Andrei, Man FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO16-18) 

During interactions with teachers: 

“They avoid talking. There were homophobic comments from 

teachers but no other further discussions” (Clara, Women FG, Cluj-

Napoca/RO, 16-18). 

“There have been comments from teachers shaming colleagues that 

are boys just because they have long hair or paint their nails” (Oana, 

Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 

“Rather, they (teachers) try not to talk to us, because these are 

controversial” (Cosmin, Man FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO16-18) 

The students also noticed that: 

“I have seen a lot of discrimination against girls being gay vs boys 

being gay – the latter being almost always totally rejected” (Anca, 

Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 

Also, it has been pointed out that there may be polarisation coming 

from the LGBTQI+ groups 

“I think it exists (homophobia) but I also think it can be exaggerated 

by LGBTQI+ members and it seems to me that most people who are 

not affected do not have an opinion but when you intervene in 

people's lives they will become affected. For example, when it comes 

to introducing gender identity to kindergarten education to girls or 

boys it can be super confusing”. (Mirel, Man FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO16-

18) 

“I think the same. Especially about the thing about pronouns and how 

to call people”. (Daniel, Man FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO16-18) 

Gender topics seem to not be discussed at lenght or at all in class, 

whether is during analysis of books addressing gender based 

violence or regarding discussion coming up in society  

“What is analysed at school can be masculinist” (Daniel, Man FG, Cluj-

Napoca/RO16-18). 

“Right now in class there is no question of gender when we look at 

books but more about the person, the psychological analysis of a 

character and not the gender of that person”( Alex,  Man FG, Cluj-

Napoca/RO16-18). 

Q: Do you see people from the LGBTQI+ community in your class or 

school? 

“We know those people”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

“In some cases, they experiment and don't know either. But are they 

accepted? I can't say yes or no”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

“Because the person in the community tells this to close people, it 

does not reach the larger community so not many classmates or 

school mates know their gay or whatever”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 
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“I've heard of comments before about coming out”. (RO_boy_age 16-

18) 

“I have met people with extremist visions but who don’t do anything 

about it”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

Q: do you intervene? 

“I try to see how that person thinks and then see if I act or not”. 

(RO_boy_age 16-18) 

“It seems to me that there is a lot of general indifference but when it 

comes to them seeing these people personally, they’re like " I don’t 

care but I don’t want to see them kissing". (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

“I met many who said they do not want to see them”. (RO_boy_age 

16-18) 

Q: Debates about gender identity in high school? 

“I have heard confusing debates with different first names or 

pronouns. It seems to me that they demand too much of my effort 

when they get annoyed at me for not knowing their pronoun. I don't 

think I care anymore”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

“There is also a problem with the Romanian translation. We don't 

have them, the pronouns. And the address is different in Romania”. 

(RO_boy_age 16-18) 

“I know personally that their inner conflict is a lot, with their identity 

and all”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

Q: Are you talking to teachers? 

 “Rather, they try not to talk to us, because these are controversial.” 

(RO_boy_age 16-18) 

“When there is news, there is more talk but no debate”. (RO_boy_age 

16-18) 

“As teachers, I think we should be neutral but still talk to us”. 

(RO_boy_age 16-18) 

“Only once it was discussed in class”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

“There is a superiority of religion belief and conformity and a 

preconceived notion of women and sexual relations that lead to 

being excluded from the community”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

“The church community seems toxic, which affects people's opinions. 

(RO_girl_age 16-18) 

Q: Do you hear anti-LGBTQI+ speeches in your immediate circle? 

“From the elderly”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

“From everyone”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

“Some are more indifferent, but still with the opinion that they’d 

rather not see them when they kiss or hold hands”. (RO_girl_age 16-

18) 

Q: When I see such things, what is the reaction? 

“Let them disappear or the opinion that they have mental disorders.” 

(RO_girl_age 16-18) 

Q: Gender identity and pronouns? 

“It seems to me that it is more generally accepted recently”. 

(RO_girl_age 16-18) 

Q: Are there any political discussions in high school? About AUR ? Are 

there any pro voices? Are there correlations with anti-lgbtqi or 

misogyny? 

“Yes, from colleagues”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

Q: Is there a way to counter them? 

‘There are only a few who adopt physical identity but also attitudes, 

but because they are in the minority, they are not taken seriously’. 

(RO_girl_age 16-18) 
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‘There were also situations of homophobia in the classroom but also 

positions taken by the teachers who appeared’. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

 

In the end, the participants made a connection between the outburst 

of intolerance and violence against the LGBTQI+ community by the 

Greek Orthodox Church. Αs argued, despite the fact that the beliefs 

of the Greek Orthodox Church are love, respect, solidarity, 

understanding, its representatives, the priests, are fascist towards 

the LGBTQI+ Community supporting extreme views. (FG3 GR mixed) 

 

Antonio: And it doesn't necessarily have to be the family that has to 

inculcate a whole series of values in young people, but it can be the 

young people themselves who learn them from society or from 

school and bring them into their own families. I don't make a mystery 

of it, topics such as homosexuality or the opening towards what in 

Italy are religious minorities such as Islam, were not well seen within 

my family context. Because we are talking about people who have 

always lived in a small town in a certain educational and social 

context. So, we should not repress these people, but rather 

contribute to improve them. At the same time, I think that social 

networks should not be a way to educate in some ways, because the 

only way that social networks have to control content is censorship. 

If you censor you have the opposite result. People who already feared 

a certain problem will see that all the voices in their choir are 

censored and will believe that there really is a conspiracy to silence a 

whole series of people. So, censorship only exacerbates and indeed 

gives you the right to "radicalise". (FG7 IT) 

 

P2: Because I think at that moment, like I feel a bit threatened, in my 

head I'm being threatened, so obviously I'm not talking about violent 

behaviour or anything, I'm talking at the level of thought. At the 

moment when you're talking now who thinks it's discriminatory... to 

write a message instead of writing boys, they write kids [ragazz*], 

they use the asterisk or the inverted e. If you don't do that, or if you're 

not offended by that, then it means that you're against it, that is, 

those who have these extremist thoughts, those who have this desire 

for equality that then in reality about such stupid things that it makes 

me nervous. It doesn't bother me if you call me 'guys', maybe there 

are those who bother, but almost nobody would be offended by 

something like that, as if to say 'you have to do it, because if not it 

means that you're not interested, that you're not a feminist, then 

you're wrong'. This makes me nervous and then I respond in an 

extremist way, because I don't understand this strong extremism, it 

even annoys me. As, for example, was the case with DDL Zan. The 

DDL Zan was not approved by the right, because the right does not 

want to approve it, it has no interest, it wants violence against 

homosexuals. This has never happened. This strong basic ignorance 

that makes people fight so hard for ideas causes other people to 

react in an extreme way. Because when it came to the DDL Zan, it was 

the right that had obstructed it, when the left was the first not to 

compromise, so then who was more wrong? Those who propose 

something and do not compromise or those who are already in a 

position of not wanting to approve it but would like to compromise? 

Who has not really approved it? Why all this extremism? They see it 

as positive extremism, but instead it is precisely what goes into the 

other extremism. (FG8 IT) 
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Racism,  anti-immigration 

 

FG13 UK, boys: anti-racist views, 

learn it from social media not so 

much from family 

People are brought up racists in 

households but with social media 

they can challenge that.  

Back them little exposure to 

different ethnic groups or different 

people. Confrontations more 

physical but nowadays it’s all online, 

more emotional abuse online (NA: 

the reference point might be before 

the pandemic and since the 

pandemic!) 

Does a lot of damage to a young kid 

who goes online, emotional abuse is 

worse, they agree on that. 

 

FG Belgium boys; talk about racism 

towards Muslims, this is covered in 

the section about Islam 

 

FG 11 UK mainly girls:  

Racism; strong anti-racist views 

online as there is still (!) racist people 

in the society. This is because of the 

way they were bought up in the 

family (Like racism is something of 

the old world and is still! There).  

Yet, people especially young people 

also come across racist content on 

social media, they might not have 

much of a view on it and take most 

of it as a joke, but they will repeat 

some of the stuff they see there, and 

it becomes a common thing in their 

friendship group (normalisation) 

Anything related to racism is being 

taken more seriously and that is a 

good thing. You would see racist 

stuff in groups that are already racist 

but in normal circles of friends it’s 

less common. Yet, this is not the case 

with Islamophobia, more division 

there, more skewed views.  

This depends on your area where 

you live with lots of uneducated 

people; have an anti-immigration 

view from the newspapers, don’t 

have the right understanding of the 

religion or immigration.  

Anti-Semitism is more historical, not 

many people make anti-Semitic joke, 

haven’t seen it around.  

INTERVIEWER 

So, I guess the question I’ve got is – I mean a lot like the stuff here 

from you guys about – there’s a strong feeling that it’s anti-racist, 

strong anti-extremism views here, where do you get those values 

from?  Where did you learn that? 

MALE 

Social media.   

MALE 

Yes, but –  

INTERVIEWER 

Social media? 

MALE 

No people are brought up like that in households, people are brought 

up being racist.  

MALE 

[Unintelligible 00:33:49].  

INTERVIEWER 

So, is that – can I just pick up on the thing – you pick up some of your 

political views and your things around, things you want to act against 

–  

MALE  

[Unintelligible 00:34:02].  Back in the day when social media wasn’t a 

thing you had to actually be outside or around people to know how 

people think, and view that stuff, but right now people can actually 

see and have their own point of view on social media.  There’s usually 

those people [unintelligible 00:34:20] points of views.  Back in the day 

your parents didn’t allow you out of your house, like what would you 

know except TV programmes. 

(…) 

MALE 

Yes, but way back then it’s the same as now, but just now it’s more –  

MALE 

You just see it a lot more now because of social media. 

MALE  

Back then obviously it was a lot of physical, people from different 

ethnicities, now it’s the emotional abuse but that’s still [unintelligible 

00:35:30].  

MALE 

The same thing. 

INTERVIEWER 

Online, yes.  

MALE 

Like little kids who just are involved in it and sometimes it leads to 

worse stuff.   

MALE  

I’d say emotional is worse.   

MALE 

Yes, emotional is worse.   

(FG 13 Boys UK) 

 

MALE 1 

And politics, so how different views, we also said racism as well, 

because that’s quite a, well, broad, with many people with either like 

not much of a view on it, a very strong view like, not for racism, but 

to stop it basically, because it’s wrong, and a strong view that there’s 

still a lot of people who are racist within society.  But that can be due 
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Yet, when The Boy in the Stripped 

Pyjama was on TV, lots of boys were 

drawing swastika sign, it was 

disgusting! Many of them did it as a 

joke.  

We are just more woke 

FG8 IT: The society is divided into 

two extremes, the left who always 

defends the rights of the migrants 

and the right who ‘would like to see 

them sink in the sea’ (P4, FG8 IT).  Any 

kind of injustice against a black 

person is seen as racist by the 

extreme left, there is a labelling and 

wanting to accuse, contributes to 

polarisation. We don’t know how to 

protest peacefully against fascism 

and only a few demonstrations have 

been peaceful.  

Racialisation of rape; if done by a 

white man, the response would be 

‘ohh well it happens’ or it was 

because of how she was dressed but 

if the perpetrator is black than that 

would make headlines .  

The problem is ignorance, and the 

root of all extremism is ignorance! 

Fascist mentality still prevalent in 

Italian society! 

 

FG 9 and 10 Romania:  

 

Hear a lot of comments that 

foreigners should not tell us what to 

do! But also that there are good 

things that we should learn from 

them (both statements emphasise 

ethnic minorities as foreigners, 

dichotomy us/them).  

 

This view circulated on social media 

but also within families and older 

generation.  

to them being brought up into it through like other traditional 

viewpoints. 

FACILITATOR 

So there’s a combination there, tell me if I’m right or wrong in terms 

of what you’re saying; that you’ve got the social environment as well 

as the online environment.  So if you’re in a certain social 

environment which picked up on the thing around families, you were 

growing up in, around the previous [** 00:57:20] we were discussing, 

and so that could be an influence.  Can that influence what you’re 

looking at?  Is that what you’re suggesting there or are you receiving 

it maybe? 

MALE 1 

Well if you link it to like being online and stuff, it kind of links to how 

some people don’t really have much of a view on it, but then they can 

see certain things or hear certain things online that they then think, 

oh I’ll repeat that because.  It kind of links to like You Tube and people 

watching videos and stuff, because some people throw out their 

random stupid views against others that they might see as 

humorous, but not realise like the consequences of it.  And then if 

you get younger people who are watching that, and they might think 

that it’s an interesting thing or a good thing just from, not interesting 

but like they then watch it, and a group of them will watch it, and then 

they’ll share that viewpoint by thinking that it’s humorous, because 

they’ve not seen the actual consequences or understood it.  And then 

it kind of just evokes them to then bring it into like their own 

friendship groups and stuff, and then it just creates a completely 

different like view on it, rather than the view that they should have on 

it. 

(…) 

FEMALE 1 

I feel like anything to do with race is taken a lot more seriously, 

definitely.  I feel like if someone was to post something about racism 

that was like actually racist, if someone was to post something racist 

online, that would have a lot more of like an [** 01:00:24] about it, 

like it would definitely get taken a lot more seriously I think.  That’s 

one of the like, the outliers, because I don’t know, but it’s good, it’s a 

good thing that it’s being taken a lot more seriously.  Like you see, the 

only time you see racism going like, it’s like [** 01:00:43] in groups 

where people are already, like it’s a group of racist people.  Not if it 

was like just a group of friends and someone says something, I think 

it would definitely get picked up more, like taken more seriously. 

 

 (…) 

 

FEMALE 2 

We read this like book about World War Two in like year eight or 

something, and people were like saying really disgusting things.  We 

watched, do you know The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas? 

FACILITATOR 

Yes. 

FEMALE 2 

We watched that movie and people were like – 

FEMALE 3 

They were like drawing like signs and [** 01:03:16], it was horrible.  

 

FEMALE 1 
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Oh yeah actually, yeah, they were sat with the drawings, definitely 

yeah.  You see like people, especially boys, drawing swastikas 

everywhere.  But it’s like really like an edgy thing. 

FEMALE 2 

But they don’t think it’s bad.  They just think it’s a joke. 

FEMALE 1 

Exactly, they think it’s a joke.  

(…)  

FEMALE 1 

I think anti-Semitism as well is very like subtle and normalised, and 

people don’t pick up on it, like caricatures in films, in cartoons, and 

people don’t notice that it’s a harmful and just really bad caricature 

of like that sort of thing. 

 (FG 11 UK, mainly girls, the only boy in the group) 

 

P4: We are always there; the key is extreme.  On the one hand we see 

the extreme left, because you want to label anything a black guy does 

as racist or populist, so we have the extreme of wanting to defend or 

wanting to accuse. We always have extremes. To this day, I think 

society is totally divided between those who defend the rights of 

migrants with all their might, and those who would like to see them 

sink into the sea. We don't have a middle ground. We always come 

back to the argument of polarising ourselves on two extremes. The 

image on the left provokes me, however, that we are making parallels 

between the emergency situation we are experiencing and the 

holocaust, there is some extreme in comparing not knowing how to 

demonstrate peacefully to fascism. Few demonstrations in my 

opinion have been peaceful, those that have really changed history 

have not been peaceful at all. There is extremism everywhere. I was 

curious to understand the difference between deviance and social 

discomfort. Because deviance is not a product of the social 

discomfort that an individual feels, so what is the real difference? It's 

the label we give the person.  And also, I guess if you do racism and 

you become a bit of a vandal, you become deviant, it always comes 

from social discomfort, so where is the difference?  

(…)  

P5: If it's a white man raping a girl 'ah, well it happened'. 

MODERATOR: Or it's the girl's fault. 

P4: Or how she was dressed. 

P5: If it's a black guy, "of course these guys come and do this". 

MODERATOR: The problem is that there have been cases, it's true. 

But you can't lump everything together, because that's not the case. 

P4: More than anything else this goes wrong in the news, because the 

headline "black guy rapes Italian girl". But if the rapist is white this 

doesn't happen and people think he has fallen into temptation.  

(FG8 IT) 

 

Summary of FG8: With regard to the topic of the "extreme right", the 

students pointed out that society is imbued with strong prejudices: 

One example they cited was the work of the media and journalists, 

who continue to emphasise these prejudices, since many 

newspapers, when reporting on cases of violence against women, 

prefer to give greater weight to those perpetrated by foreigners, 

especially migrants, than those perpetrated by Italians; in the latter 

case, in fact, not only is the violence often justified, but the woman 

herself is even blamed. As regards the topic of the 'extreme left', the 
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debate focused on the real or presumed end of fascism: the students 

claim that a 'fascist' mentality still prevails in many Italians, which is 

at the origin of cases of violent extremism. (FG8 sumamry) 

 

The majority of students reported positive when asked if some kind 

of polarisation is based on the social status and superiority/inferiority 

of Romanians compared with other contries. 

“The part of foreigners not telling us what to do I see quite a bit, 

including in family meetings. There are those who say that 

Romanians are better and smarter than others but also those that 

believe there are good things in foreigners and we should learn from 

them”. (Marcel, Man FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). (FG 9 and 10 

summary)  

National superiority  

 

FG1 BE: Great Replacement theory 

not true, doesn’t makes sense, what 

about people with mixed identity i.e. 

white and Muslim? 

 

FG10 RO girls: Have come across 

generation identity but also in 

relation to the economic situation.  

 

FG3, FG5, FG6  GR: All three FGs in 

Greece talked about the Golden 

Dawn and it’s links to extremism and 

being a far-right party 

 

FG9 boys RO: acknowledges 

narratives that doesn’t like to be told 

what to do by foreigners, quite 

common including within family… 

also discourses about national 

superiority 

Heard people praising the right-wing 

Romanian politician George Simon 

from the AUR party (Alliance for the 

Union of Romanians, gained 

unexpectedly  popularity/success in 

2020 election)  

 

Q: Do you see on social media, in college, an attraction for generation 

identity? Anti-Semitism, anti-Roma? 

 

“I did encounter, yes. There were also attitudes related to the 

economic situation”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

 

Generally, all the participants were more or less aware of the terms 

that we discussed, but more specifically, they were fully aware of 

extremism; they gave the example of (far-right party) Golden Dawn 

and linked extremism not only with the far right with the far-left 

politics as well. They also underlined that extremism ideas can be 

found everywhere, through politics, religion, sports. (FG6  Greece 

boys) 

 

“Or I’ve heard about AUR voters saying how they see in George Simion 

a saviour who wants the good of the people”. (RO_boy_age 16-18)  

 

 

 

 

Radicalisation a process 

 

Some sections under social media 

and leading to extremist pathways, 

algorithms, creates uncritical 

engagement,  

 

FG11 UK: Students very familiar with 

Pepe the Frog.  

Takes me back to 2016 

The message the memes are 

conveying:  

A bit imperialist 

Britain to the British people 

British people better/ nationalist 

FACILITATOR 

(…) I just want to share a bunch of images if I can.  But I just want to 

check with you before I do whether you have come across, do you 

know Pepe the Frog?   

FEMALE 2 

Yeah it’s got like a weird face, the green frog, it’s got like a weird face.   

FEMALE 5 

Is he the dancing one? 

FEMALE 1 

If you see it, you’ll recognise it. You’ll know it. 

FEMALE 

Oh yeah [some agree]. 

FACILITATOR 

So that’s Pepe.  What’s your immediate response to it?  Do you 

recognise it? 
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It looks like it’s just an individual 

posting these things, but even with 

the very mild sexist, homophobic 

ones, it feels like they are used by 

organisations to try to  recruit you 

into more extreme stuff.  

 

FR2 BE girls: Memes are only 

radicalising those who already 

harbour such feelings rather than 

the memes causing extremism.  

Also you need to already believe in 

conspiracy theories before 

becoming extreme.  

 

FG7 IT: Radicalisation a process that 

leads to extremism, a slow one. On 

Telegram young people are lured 

into extremism, they are 

manipulated.  

 

 

FEMALE 1 

I’ve gone back to 2016 [laughter]. 

(…)  

FEMALE 1 

It’s weird. 

(…)  

FEMALE 1 

It’s a bit imperialist.  Oh my gosh. 

 

FACILITATOR 

When you see the two sort of [** 01:11:40] you’ve seen them, but it’s 

sort of that use of kind of a, the frog is itself just a sort of plain thing 

that could be used anywhere, couldn't it?  So it’s weird.  What do you 

think when you look at that?  What’s it trying to say? 

FEMALE 5  

That Britain, like about immigrants and stuff like that, like that’s 

saying that he’s British and they’re not type of thing. It’s sort of like 

saying that the British are better, like it’s giving out like nationalism. 

(…)  

FACILITATOR 

I found it very interesting what you said, so going back to also you 

were saying before, it’s all these individuals online or people posting, 

you always talk about people.  What about organisations?  So do you 

feel like when you follow, read the comments, do you feel like it’s 

coming from a certain type of organisation?  Do you think about it, 

that it’s maybe related to a movement, or do you just see it as stuff 

posted by individuals who might have some kind of tendencies in a 

certain direction? 

FEMALE 1 

I think sometimes, I think it always looks like an individual, but more 

often than not it is some kind of, with things like this, obviously that’s 

very extreme, but I feel like sometimes with the less extreme, more 

casually racist or homophobic or sexist things, that can be 

organisations trying to recruit you into these more extreme ideas. (FG 

11 UK) 

 

The students were then asked about the link between conspiracy 

theories and extremism, and what impact conspiracy theories could 

have on radicalisation. 

“There needs to be a part that already believes in the conspiracy 

theory to go extreme” (FG 2: Female/Speaker 4/Antwerp/16-19).  

 

FG males, he/him, Markopoulo, GR, 16-17 “with radicalization we get 

away from the normal, the everyday” (FG6 Greece boys) 

 

Alessandra: Thank you. So, for extremism, I define it as the attraction 

of actions that go against the common values, trying to override them 

and prevail over everything else... because they are activities that are 

considered by the members of these groups as better, I don't know 

how to say. And by radicalisation, I mean it more as a process, as the 

word itself expresses. It is really a process in my opinion of slow, but 

at the same time incisive introduction of these activities that then 

lead to real extremism. As, for example, there is talk of terrorist cells 

that are perhaps identified by anti-terrorist units, for example, in Italy 

... in which through social networks, including Telegram, young 

people are lured towards extremist trajectories ... and then they are 
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a bit ... I do not know how to say ... transformed, they are a bit 

manipulated so as to be able to have more and more members who 

are part of extremist groups. (she doesn't seem satisfied with her 

answer, she sighs). (FG7 IT) 

Positive connotations of 

radicalisation  

 

FG3 GR mixed: Radicalisation also 

means being against the norm, the 

social order… introduction of a 

groundbreaking idea. 

FG5 GR girls: Radicalisation equal to 

revolution, yet this meaning has 

shifted toward it’s current 

understanding 

 

 

FG mixed man.woman, he/him, Korinthos,GR, 19-21 “Radicalisation 

its about, its against the established, against the norm sometimes. 

"Radicalisation it is about, it is against the established, against the 

norm sometimes, against the social, the political or even the religion 

wants.. Radicalisation wants to bring a change, the change." 

FG mixed man.woman, he/him, Korinthos,GR, 19-21 "The 

introduction of a groundbreaking idea" (FG3 Greece mixed) 

Extremism in sports 

 

FG13 UK boys:  

Lot of racism in sport. For example 

during the World Cup when Rashord 

missed the penalties, people posted 

monkey emojis and other comments 

such as he should stick to golf (Tiger 

Woods being mixed race and golf 

champion),  

hardcore England fans, and Millwall 

fans, fans in Turkey as well, in 

German they also chant for the 

players, call them monkeys.  

 

FG3 GR mixed: Sports in Greece has 

become more violent, recent 

murder of an ARIS team supporter 

by a PAOK supporter.  

FG6 Greece boys; also acknowledge 

the link between sport, fascism and 

extremism  

 

FG8 IT: Female football not taken 

seriously, form of gender 

discrimination that needs to be 

taken seriously.  

MALE 

Looking at how Black people are treated compared to White people.   

MALE 

In the World Cup. 

INTERVIEWER 

The World Cup, in what sense, can you – again, just treat me like I 

don’t, I really genuinely don’t know what you’re talking about there. 

MALE  

When Rashford and all of them missed their penalties even though a 

White player missed a penalty there wasn’t [unintelligible 00:16:09].  

INTERVIEWER 

And that prompted a load of stuff on social media which was quite 

offensive.  

MALE  

Tiger Woods. 

MALE 

Why he should stick to golf.   

MALE  

People literally out of nowhere just commented the emoji of a 

monkey, for no reason.  

INTERVIEWER 

But what was interesting about that, and I think you said it, was that 

wasn’t there lots of people that just didn’t hide behind being 

anonymous? 

MALE  

There were loads of people that posting, but it’s like hardcore England 

fans.  [Overtalking 00:16:37]. 

(…)  

MALE 

Any Millwall fan.  Football games, it happens a lot.  You see it abroad 

a lot, in Turkey it’s bad.  You see [unintelligible 00:17:36].   

MALE 

In the German league they chant for the players, they call them 

monkeys.   

MALE 

Turkey is bad for it as well.   

(FG13 UK) 

 

Also, the participants talked about sports violence and how much it 

has increased in recent years in Greece, with the most striking event 
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being the recent murder of a 19-year-old boy, Alkis, a fan of the "ARIS" 

team in Thessaloniki by "liaisons" of the rival team, "PAOK". They 

mentioned this incident as one highly representative of violence in 

sports, fascism, and extremism, and wondered why such incidents 

take place. (FG3 GR) 

 

P4: If I am precluded because I am a woman, there is a problem. 

Trivial examples, such as the fact that the guy buys me dinner, don't 

matter. These things are in the nature of the person. I think that we 

start from small things to get to the bigger ones. To give you an 

example, we have said that this thing is trivial, but I repeat if you apply 

this reasoning to "because you as a man can do something, because 

I as a woman cannot do it, even if I have all the gifts, all the talents in 

the world to do it", then I am precluded from doing it... it is like 

football. In Italy you cannot play football seriously if you are a woman, 

even if we have a very strong national football team at women's level, 

you will not be considered on an equal footing with men's football. 

This is already a limitation of thought that is imposed, because you 

say: "we start from the small things", but you also get to football and 

you say "well I don't follow it", you get to the Head of State, to public 

offices, where a rector in Italy is almost always male and there are 

very few female rectors for example. There are even fewer female 

department chairs, we have one. 

Romaphobia 

 

Discussed only in Romania mainly 

Prejeducie against Roma student 

expressed by teachers and 

colleagues (Class mates?) 

Romanian are more tolerant of 

Muslims from Middle East than of 

their own ethnic minorities ie Roma. 

Stereotypes of Roma women 

prevalent; grew up with such 

stereotypes, many people say that 

they don’t feel when Roma people 

are around 

Hungarian ethnic minorities seems 

to be better integrated than Romas    

See summary of the FG on the left 

column 

 

Q: Gender and ethnicity? 

 

“During summer camp there was an extremely intelligent Roma girl 

and she was always criticized "why are you so smart?" from teachers 

and colleagues”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

 

Q: Islamophobia? 

“No, but for different ethnic groups, yes. Especially for the Roma. It 

seems to me that Romanians are often more open to people from 

middle east than our local ethnicities”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

 

Q: Does the school experience help you understand more diversity? 

“Teachers are either super open or completely opposed to 

integration. They are very polarized or just don't want to talk”. 

(RO_girl_age 16-18) 

 

Q: Are there any preconceptions that Roma women are giving birth 

to children since very young and stealing? 

“Yes, and I've been learning that since I was little”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

“I’ve been hearing more about the Roma community, yes. Less about 

the Hungarians. It seems to me that the Hungarian minority has 

integrated”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

 

“I think the big difference between Hungarians and Roma is that we 

had many more interactions with Hungarians than with Roma”. 

(RO_girl_age 16-18) 

 

“I have heard of people who do not feel safe from the Roma”. 

(RO_girl_age 16-18) 

Q: Do you think that the lack of information, dialogue, contact, leads 

to extremist attitudes? 

“Yes, it seems to me that you are much more reserved when you are 

not used to those phenomena”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 
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Islamist-extremism and anti-Roma 

The next question was about islam and anti-islam attitudes in 

Romania. Both groups responded that in Romania, in their view, the 

main debates including anti-islam narratives are those related to 

politics and political leaders. They believe that the majority of the 

anti-etnhic groups hatred goes towards the Roma community.  

“I have not heard about Islam but for different ethnic groups, yes. 

Especially for the Roma. It seems to me that Romanians are often 

more open to people from middle east than our local ethnicities” 

(Mihaela, Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18) 

“We have had many discussions, especially with foreigners in politics. 

People who come from abroad and get involved in politics in 

Romania. But these comments come from older people or with a 

certain degree of education” (Marcel, Man FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-

18). 

On the anti-Roma sentiments, both groups acknowledged that there 

is not only an exclusionary attitude in society and school more 

explicitly, but a denial of historical facts and a generalised 

marginalisation. The latter predominantly appears as ‘casual racism’ 

and can be identified through universalised comments as “if you’re 

behaving badly, the gipsy will come and get you”. Students from both 

groups confirmed they have heard these kind of comments growing 

up either from their family, neighbours or friends. The prejudices 

towards women from the Roma community are particularly spread 

widely with perceptions of women giving birth to childen from a very 

young age or women being uneducated 

I heard this from my family, "if you're misbehaving, I'll give you to the 

gypsies" since I was growing up”(Mirel, Man FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-

18).  

or 

“I heard the argument that the Romanians did not have a problem 

with the Roma. A denial of Roma slavery in Romania” (Marcel, Man 

FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 

or 

“During summer camp there was an extremely intelligent Roma girl 

and she was always criticized "why are you so smart?" from teachers 

and colleagues” (Mara, Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 

or  

“It's similar to how Romanians are seen outside. About how they are 

seen based on the interactions they have had. If they have had bad 

experiences, they will generalize and extrapolate them to an entire 

population. Romanians do the same to the Roma” (Alex, Man FG, Cluj-

Napoca/RO, 16-18). 

Both groups were asked about how group dynamics in the school 

environment affect integration and acceptance for young people 

from marginalised groups.  

“Teachers are either super open or completely opposed to 

integration. They are very polarized or just don't want to talk” (Marcel, 

Man FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 

“In my class at school I don't see what class the Roma are in even if 

they are supposed to be equally distributed. It seems to me that they 

are marginalized and segregated”. (Cosmin, Man FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 

16-18). 

The responses indicated the fact that the lack of conversation may, in 

fact, lead to extremist views or polarised opinons due to these views 
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not being challenged in the right environment. When asked if more 

classes would potentially help, students answered that: 

“Honestly, I would need to. I think it would help to have extra” (Oana, 

Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 

“Me too, I believe that by not coming into an environment that 

teaches you inclusion and tolerance, you believe an opinion 

influenced by what you see around you” (Andreea, Women FG, Cluj-

Napoca/RO, 16-18) 

 

Figure 3:spinach is rich in iron "it was" 

“I heard the argument that the Romanians did not have a problem 

with the Roma. A denial of Roma slavery in Romania”. (RO_boy_age 

16-18) 

 

Q: How do you experience the talk about Roma women? 

Q: When you see / hear comments about Roma, do you react in any 

way? 

“Honestly, it doesn't bother me, I don't react”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

“I don't even notice them if I don't see them or if they don't target me 

personally, I ignore them and I prefer not to get involved if it doesn't 

directly affect me”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

“I generally don't see it that way and I wouldn't react in public. I get 

mad at my dad because he has a lot of prejudice. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

And I also from the family, "if you're misbehaving, I'll give you to the 

gypsies" since I was growing up”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

 

Q: Have you heard of the prejudice that Roma women have children 

since they are little? 

“In general, I've heard that I avoid them”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

“I honestly haven't heard of it at all, but my parents have Roma 

knowledge, have worked with Roma at the same level, and I've 

learned that people are good, regardless of race”. (RO_boy_age 16-

18) 

“It's similar to how Romanians are seen outside. About how they are 

seen based on the interactions they have had. If they have had bad 

experiences, they will generalize and extrapolate them to an entire 

population. Romanians do the same to the Roma”. (RO_boy_age 16-

18) 

“In my class at school I don't see what class the Roma are in even if 

they are supposed to be equally distributed. It seems to me that they 

are marginalized and segregated”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

Feminism is a supremacist ideology 

 

FG9 RO boys: Certain types of 

feminisms are supremacist; kill all 

men type”!  

This is happening because they have 

supressed and they reach the point 

where they are fed up with it. But 

only because you are discriminated 

against, doesn’t mean you should 

discriminate against others.  

 

FG1 BE boys: Feminism is 

exaggerated, they hate men.  

 

“One type of extremism I would identify as supremacist is one type of  

feminism. The thing with "kill all men" and I think it's super out of 

place. I saw support in the local centre”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

Q: Why do you think this is happening? 

Because if you've been told all your life that you can't be like that, at 

some point you're fed up and you want to fight for visibility because 

visibility involves a certain normalization”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

 

“At the same time, it is the responsibility of the people not to spread 

the thing that has brought so much suffering – to not bring suffering 

to all. Just because you've been discriminated against doesn't mean 

you have to discriminate”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 
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FG6 GR boys: feminist movement 

has become extremist, violently 

radical 

Women aggressive and when you 

argue against feminism than you are 

labelled automatically all kind of 

stuff. 

They have become something 

completely different from what they 

used to be   

“I think there is a very vocal minority in these communities that are 

vocal and are starting to push certain ideas and go to extremism” 

(RO_boy_age 16-18) 

 

“At the moment when the fight is fulfilled and becomes normalized, 

they want to continue the visibility and so it reaches extremism and 

this can come not only from women or lgbtqi, but also from the wider 

community when it feels marginalized”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

 

About feminism, instead, pupils showed a common feeling declaring 

to be against it but not women.  

“I think feminism is a bit exaggerated. […]  Feminists hate men.” (FG 

Males, A., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

 

In terms of the message the meme conveys, one student underlined 

that it promotes the notion that not supporting feminism is not 

condemned and is not equal to misogyny. It was also pointed out by 

one participant that the feminist movement has now become 

extremist and violent radical by a portion of women.  

FG males, he/him, Markopoulo, GR, 16-17 “Indeed, I cannot 

understand why women, especially 13-14, are so aggressive 

sometimes and if someone states something opposite to the feminist 

movement automatically becomes homophobic, transphobic, racist, 

sexist and much more…” 

Regarding the above-mentioned statement, all the participants 

agreed and they reported that the feminist movement now becomes 

something completely different from what it started out as. (FG6 GR) 

 

P2: Because I think at that moment, like I feel a bit threatened, in my 

head I'm being threatened, so obviously I'm not talking about violent 

behaviour or anything, I'm talking at the level of thought. At the 

moment when you're talking now who thinks it's discriminatory... to 

write a message instead of writing boys, they write kids [ragazz*], 

they use the asterisk or the inverted e. If you don't do that, or if you're 

not offended by that, then it means that you're against it, that is, 

those who have these extremist thoughts, those who have this desire 

for equality that then in reality about such stupid things that it makes 

me nervous. It doesn't bother me if you call me 'guys', maybe there 

are those who bother, but almost nobody would be offended by 

something like that, as if to say 'you have to do it, because if not it 

means that you're not interested, that you're not a feminist, then 

you're wrong'. This makes me nervous and then I respond in an 

extremist way, because I don't understand this strong extremism, it 

even annoys me. As, for example, was the case with DDL Zan. The 

DDL Zan was not approved by the right, because the right does not 

want to approve it, it has no interest, it wants violence against 

homosexuals. This has never happened. This strong basic ignorance 

that makes people fight so hard for ideas causes other people to 

react in an extreme way. Because when it came to the DDL Zan, it was 

the right that had obstructed it, when the left was the first not to 

compromise, so then who was more wrong? Those who propose 

something and do not compromise or those who are already in a 

position of not wanting to approve it but would like to compromise? 

Who has not really approved it? Why all this extremism? They see it 

as positive extremism, but instead it is precisely what goes into the 

other extremism.  



 

85 
 

PA

GE  

\* 

ME

RG

EF

OR

M

AT

2 

 

FG8 
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Node Memo Social Media 
  

Leading to extremist 

pathways 

 

Anti-racist and anti-sexist 

values learned from social 

media, families can be racist. 

Social media can provide you 

access to areas that you don’t 

get traditionally through your 

family; opens up possibility to 

be open to other influences.  

Back then, 20 years ago, pre-

social media there was 

physical assault and racism, 

now it’s emotional and online 

and leads to worse stud 

especially if little kids are 

involved.  

You wouldn’t have a clue as 

parent about what kids are up 

to online. Seen stuff online 

that I shouldn’t have seen.  

Can go on snapchat now and 

see somebody’s head being 

chopped off, you got to look 

for it, it’s common knowledge 

but you need to know what 

you are looking for (UK FG13, 

male) 

In Belgium the male FG with 

mainly boys also explain 

exposure to online 

extremism; that there are 

people/influencers who 

spread extremism and seek 

out other people to join them.  

Pipeline: young boys being 

recruited into alt-right 

movement through watching 

videos and  other anti-social 

justice and racist content on 

the internet, then they get 

more extreme. I hear it a lot. 

They are being pulled into it 

through humour, it’s 

something funny, something 

you see every day, then it 

becomes normalised. 

Integrates/sneaks into their 

personality slowly. Some will 

not show it for fear of being 

cancelled and they will keep it 

online only. But if they have a 

INTERVIEWER 

So, I guess the question I’ve got is – I mean a lot like the stuff here from you guys 

about – there’s a strong feeling that it’s anti-racist, strong anti-extremism views 

here, where do you get those values from?  Where did you learn that? 

MALE 

Social media.   

MALE 

Yes, but –  

INTERVIEWER 

Social media? 

MALE 

No people are brought up like that in households, people are brought up being 

racist. 

MALE 

[Unintelligible 00:33:49].  

INTERVIEWER 

So, is that – can I just pick up on the thing – you pick up some of your political views 

and your things around, things you want to act against –  

MALE  

[Unintelligible 00:34:02].  Back in the day when social media wasn’t a thing you had 

to actually be outside or around people to know how people think, and view that 

stuff, but right now people can actually see and have their own point of view on 

social media.  There’s usually those people [unintelligible 00:34:20] points of views.  

Back in the day your parents didn’t allow you out of your house, like what would 

you know except TV programmes. 

(FG13 UK, male) 

 

INTERVIEWER 

Not if you tell a kid, if somebody said that to me I’d probably click on it too to be 

honest with you.  Do you know what I mean?  That’s a really interesting perspective 

that’s been offered up here, back in the day, really it’s like 20 years ago. I mean 

most social media wasn’t here 20 years ago was it.  Some social media wasn’t even 

here 10 years ago.  

MALE 

Yes, but way back then it’s the same as now, but just now it’s more –  

MALE 

You just see it a lot more now because of social media. 

MALE  

Back then obviously it was a lot of physical, people from different ethnicities, now 

it’s the emotional abuse but that’s still [unintelligible 00:35:30].  

MALE 

The same thing.  

INTERVIEWER 

Online, yes.  

MALE 

Like little kids who just are involved in it and sometimes it leads to worse stuff.   

MALE  

I’d say emotional is worse.   

MALE 

Yes, emotional is worse.   

INTERVIEWER 

So, you’re picking up that stuff online and it’s kind of infecting the inside of your 

head as it were.  
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“safety group around them” 

then this allows them to say it. 

It forms a culture around 

them where they feel more 

safe to express their views . 

They wouldn’t do that in front 

of a person that is affected by 

that view.  

A lot of stuff starts with a 

potential humour zone then 

gets distorted and they are 

further sacked down the 

pipeline. 

(FG 13 UK with girls) 

Eco chamber; your feed 

becomes infiltrated if you 

watch a far right content once 

you watch something similar  

(FG 12 UK mixed uni)  

 

FG with girls in Belgium: social 

media and friends play a big 

role in radicalisation.  

 

In Italy anti-terrorist units 

have identified Telegram and 

other social network sites as 

luring young people into 

extremism and being 

manipulated. (FG7 IT CESI) 

 

Witnessed someone being a 

victim of extremism but didn’t 

intervene as it did not lead to 

violence. There is a tendency 

for radical ideas and social 

media provides you more of it 

though it’s 

recommendations.  (FG 9 

RO_boys) 

 

Easy to find supremacist 

speeches online, you can find 

a lot that resonates with our 

view online. (FG 9 RO_boys) 

MALE 

If someone tells you that you took a wrong turn and you don’t think you have, but 

then another 10 people tell you that you took a wrong turn you’re going to listen.  

So, it’s the same thing as that.  The more people that are telling you about the same 

thing at one point you’ve got to think to yourself well what if this is true.  (FG13 UK, 

male) 

 

INTERVIEWER 

[Name of male 1] .  So, you start off with that value in your family and now because 

we can access stuff more on the internet that can be shifted.   

MALE 

Do you know what it as well, right [unintelligible 00:37:31] a lot of the time it is like 

– 

MALE  

And plus, parents don’t know what their kids are searching off the internet.  Or 

watching on the internet. 

INTERVIEWER 

Well, from what you guys were saying earlier on stuff can appear randomly anyway.  

You could be on social media –  

MALE 

When it comes to real life –  

INTERVIEWER 

You wouldn’t though would you.   

MALE 

You wouldn’t have a clue as a parent.  

INTERVIEWER 

That’s why – honestly that’s why I find doing these exercises – having these 

conversations really interesting because as a parent I’m going OK, I don’t know what 

my kids are looking at.   

MALE  

You’ve just got to roll with it.  

INTERVIEWER 

I think I kind of agree with you.   

MALE 

They’re on their own path.  Wherever they go –  

MALE 

You never know what you’re going to see, you can never guess what you’re going 

to see.  

INTERVIEWER 

Have you seen stuff that’s really shocked you? 

MALE 

Yes.  

MALE 

Not stuff that’s really shocked me but like I’ve seen stuff that you shouldn’t –  

INTERVIEWER 

Yes, which I guess is –  

MALE 

They don’t see it on [unintelligible 00:38:29].  Everyone is always like look at this. 

INTERVIEWER 

That’s interesting.  So, I might be sat here and find something and go look at that.  

OK.  So, even if you’ve not got direct access yourself –  

MALE 

You can actually see videos of people [overtalking 00:38:50]. 

MALE 

I could go on Snapchat now and I’ll guarantee I’ll find someone’s head getting 

chopped off. 



 

88 
 

PA

GE  

\* 

ME

RG

EF

OR

M

AT

2 

INTERVIEWER 

And that’s easy to access? 

MALE 

Yes, because it’s someone [overtalking 00:38:58]. 

INTERVIEWER 

But surely something like Snapchat is putting filters on stuff, and stopping you from 

– 

MALE 

No, it’s just on there.   

INTERVIEWER 

So, you would just generally know what kind of search terms to put in or whatever 

to bring stuff up like that? 

MALE 

Yes. 

INTERVIEWER 

Is it common knowledge? 

MALE  

Yes, but it’s not something you see just wandering about, you’d have to seek it out. 

INTERVIEWER 

You’d have to seek it out.   

MALE 

If you’re searching it then that’s your problem. 

(FG13 UK, male) 

 

FEMALE  

If you go, if you go on YouTube like at anytime between like 2014 and 2016 maybe 

2017. Even you have like, unlike the trend in all the like the exposed page, not even 

in just on those trending pages, you would like find videos that were like looked 

innocent. And then if you go there it would have like some kind of jokes that were 

kind of like, they would be like,” this is just like, this is just a joke”, but it be like the 

kind of like of anti feminism, anti social justice like themes and it's like young kids 

are exposed to that teen stuff and then they see it in a video, then they click on the 

videos,  it's just like....  

FEMALE  

It's like a pipeline, yeah?  

 

(…)  

FEMALE  

I feel like on social media it's become really prevalent over the past, like maybe 10-

15 years and. Especially young boys being like recruited into Alt-right wing 

ideologies by videos like that and a big thing as well, it’s not just like anti feminism 

or anti LGBTQ, there’s a lot of like racism in it as well, LIKE A LOT and it can seem 

like innocent jokes, but then you travel further and further and you get to start 

seeing more content that's even more extreme and a lot of the times you end up 

on Alt right websites and I just,  I hear about it A LOT like young boys just slowly 

becoming more extreme.   

(…)  

FEMALE  

No, I don't think they recognize that the like that. They're being pulled into it 

through whom humor? 'cause I feel like when you first see it, you're like, oh, it's just 

something funny like it's something you see every day and then as you start getting 

like deeper into it, they start becoming more used to it through humor. If that 

makes sense. 

FACILITATOR 

So then it becomes part of the day-to-day humor? So you hear this stuff and then 

what?  
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FEMALE  

Like you get normalized so they think well, why has everyone got problem with it? 

If it's what I'm used to seeing, it's normal to me, so they don't realize the impact 

that it's having on other people because it's normal to them.  

(…)  

FACILITATOR 

But it's an interesting one. I found one interesting because there's a thing. Isn't 

there about? Does it get translated into what people say, say in the day to day or 

do they keep it entirely on the web?  

FEMALE  

It depends.  Some people definitely very much openly express it and  some keep 

on the web, but still have them opinions and like slowly, maybe integrate it into 

their personality, but they'll try not to be too like obvious for fear of like getting 

cancelled or whatever.   

FACILITATOR 

But it's feasible then, that you have people that you know who could be easily 

accessing that stuff and hold those views and beliefs, but they don't articulate 

them. Is that what you're saying?  

FEMALE  

It's scary.  

FACILITATOR 

OK, so it's quite, I found it interesting, it's quite a secretive world as well then.  

FEMALE  

It depends like how many of them share the idea 'cause if you kind of, if kids are 

looking at that kind of stuff online and then going into school and realizing that 

their friends are doing the same, then they form sort of like culture around it where 

they start saying,  I've heard people who, sort of were not brave enough to say it to 

the people it affects, but will say it  to each other, yeah 'cause they've got sort of 

like a sort of safety group around them that allows them to say it.  

(FG11 UK girls) 

 

Female: And they've proven that if you go on TikTok and for example you start liking 

things that, say, are very far right, then your feed becomes infiltrated with it. So it’s 

really easy for that to switch, so then depending on what you’re liking and what 

you're sharing with people, and if you have followers and you’re following your 

friends who are like-minded, you actually end up in an echo chamber. (FG12 mixed 

uni) 

“I think social media plays a huge part in this, because they [radical ideologies] 

easily spread on social media, and that’s why they [young people] get influenced so 

much, and I also think that friends influence a lot of things as well” (FG2  Belgium: 

Females/Speaker 3/Antwerp/16-19). 

 

Allessandra: (…) As, for example, there is talk of terrorist cells that are perhaps 

identified by anti-terrorist units, for example, in Italy ... in which through social 

networks, including Telegram, young people are lured towards extremist 

trajectories ... and then they are a bit ... I do not know how to say ... transformed, 

they are a bit manipulated so as to be able to have more and more members who 

are part of extremist groups. (FG7 IT CESIS mixed group.) 

 

Q: Have you witnessed situations in which someone was the victim of extremism? 

 

“I didn't feel like I should intervene. It did not lead to violence. 

I noticed that there is a tendency for radical ideas, influenced by social media 

because there you get what you want, you get recommendations for what you are 

interested in”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 
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Creates uncritical 

engagement 

 

When you try to raise a social-

justice issue some people will 

make fun of that because 

they think it’s acceptable but 

it’s not. More common with 

younger age groups. They just 

laugh about it but don’t 

engage with it (?)  

Pick-me girls a result of 

people not being 

confrontational and trying to 

fit in; emphasis on hyper 

femininity and hyper 

masculinity as a response (FG 

11 UK  girls) 

 

Cancel culture also creates 

uncritical engagement (see 

more under that section 

below) 

Difficult to have a proper 

conversation on social media; 

performative .  

Productive conversation not 

possible on social media; it’s 

not personal, you don’t face 

each other; online it’s just 

words; online is like a 

cacophony where everybody 

is shouting at once; George 

Floyd and BLM movement; 

you were posting and posting 

and stuck in an echo 

chamber.  

 

Posting political stuff can 

become performative 

because you can’t have a 

nuanced and productive 

conversation on social media; 

you can’t put complex stuff 

about a conflict with long 

history such as the 

Palestinian conflict into a few 

posts.  

But it’s like chicken and egg 

thing; maybe we are having 

more conversations 

nowadays because we go 

online and are better 

informed.  (FG 12 mixed uni) 

 

herd mentality 

FEMALE  

We also talked about like people, there is a culture like, pro-social justice or any 

social justice like there's the like the people that will post all things on their stories 

and on their accounts and things trying to like, and make things better in a way, 

and then just the people who kind of think it's like it's funny, It's like funny to make 

fun of all that. I think it's funny to like I think it's like edgy or ironic to be like against 

that at the same time.  

FEMALE  

And one more, feminism and anti-feminism 

(…)  

FEMALE  

We thought we had three which was hyper femininity like versus hyper masculinity 

and then sexuality and racism. So the first one basically, lke people like they were 

saying like picking girls like if they're not like like the boys they'd be like, oh, I'm 

going to be a housewife, I'll make you a sandwich like stuff like that like sort of make 

themselves more attractive to them, and so that's what.  

FEMALE  

Yeah, yeah. (laughing) 

FEMALE  

You want sort of thing to. Like I don't know. Like sexualize themselves or whatever, 

and when it's like hyper masculine again kind of what they were saying like they 

would. And like be like homophobic and like racist to like I don't know assert their 

dominance or something.  

FACILITATOR 

I'm really interested in the link between this sort of hyper sexualized thing and 

there, and it was kind of a throwaway comment, but I think there's a truth behind 

it. The sort of I'll make you a sandwich? Right, what's? What's the relationship 

there? What's going on?  

FEMALE  

I feel like nowadays people. Like won't say but, controversial, but I feel like to like 

make yourself like the most attractive, most like desirable, like as a woman you 

need to be like housewife like what's the word like? Yeah, submissives I'm like I'm 

like like below the man. If that makes sense. In a relationship to be like.  

(…)  

FEMALE  

It's kind of weird in a weird way, like they want someone that will do motherly 

things. Or one that will act child like almost, if that makes sense. Way below that, is 

that makes sense 

FACILITATOR 

So let me just paraphrase that back if I'm there and just check in with you on it. So 

there's a combination of being this sort of. Domestic survival mother type 

character. At the same time is being sort of child like. OK, can I ask the question 

that you used to hypersexuality as well? Where does that fit into that?  

FEMALE  

Uhm right this is going to sound like such a weird thing to talk about. You see all 

the time, like people talking about like where they shave and where they don't 

shave and and that's like a really big topic at the minute for some reason and it's 

mainly the men that are like and Well, no, you need to be like cleanly shaving needs 

to be like a baby bump.  Everywhere, basically, so that's where like the childlike and 

hypersexuality like.  

(…)  

FACILITATOR 

And I'm guessing as well. Where is going back picking up on uh, picking back up on 

an early part of the conversation. Where does humor get uses the reader as well?  

FEMALE  
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Echo chamber 

 

FG5 GR girls: Most young 

people do not fact check 

information 

Sometimes a small video can 

go viral without 

understanding the context 

Movements and mems 

becoming the trend or viral 

without proper reflection 

which leads to contradictive 

behaviour i.e. supporting 

BLM but being homophobic.   

Ecochamber: the internet will 

just give you what you want to 

hear; social media won’t give 

you a different idea.  

 

Romania: LGTBQI+ or 

feminism is leading to camps 

on social media (observations 

from boys FG) 

Yeah, like I see. Like so many guys be like oh like when you get into an argument 

with them they would say, ohh go back to the kitchen!  

FACILITATOR 

So it's used as a way of putting people down or saying you have a place you should 

not be in this place. And again, that's genderized clearly from the way you're 

describing, it would be the opposite the pick me girls. Would they be saying stuff 

like that as well? Oh OK, so.  

FEMALE  

Yeah, they would say, I will go and do it for you!  

(laughs) 

FEMALE  

Yeah, like picnic girls and 'cause they feel ostracized from like the feminine identity 

and feminism they look to these like edgy boys that are like ‘oh make me a 

sandwich’ so they try to conform and make them like them I suppose.  

FACILITATOR 

Is there a, this is completely getting off the offline thing here but I’m intrigued on 

this one, is there a costume [unintelligible 00:53:14], could you look at something, 

oh they’re a pick me? 

FEMALE  

No. 

(FG 11 UK  girls) 

 

INTERVIEWER 2  

Are there spaces on social media where you can just be with like-minded people, 

friends where you don't have to worry about being cancelled? Are there pockets 

that you can withdraw and where you can real relatively safe and post stuff? 

MALE  

I would say no with strangers, but I’d say that you could obviously have 

conversation, like a group chat of friends that you have more like now as well. So I 

feel like the only times that I’ve got in conversations surrounding it have been with 

people I know. 

FEMALE 2 

I also think it’s just hard, if you're writing something, especially if it’s like a flowing 

conversation online, it can never really be anything like this because you're 

spending your time thinking about what you're writing whilst the other messages 

are coming up. I don't know, I don't think it’s ... For myself, no, I don't know how 

that would be, like this feels like a productive conversation because I think there's 

something very much about social media which takes away the personal side of it. 

Whereas in here, this right now, we’re all looking at each other as people, 

individuals, whereas when you're online they're just words, so I think it’s easy to 

then be more, I don't know ... 

INTERVIEWER 1  

I keep hearing about this word I use, this cacophony thing where you can’t – 

because everybody’s shouting at once on social media. I was thinking about when 

I’ve had conversations on WhatsApp with people, I’m typing a response as they're 

typing a response, then you get an answer to the question that you asked four 

minutes ago and you can’t quite work out what’s going on. It’s that kind of thing, 

isn't it? I’m just trying to bring my experience to make sense of it for me, because 

that does make absolute sense what you're saying there, that it’s all happening at 

once, so you can’t get that nuance, you can’t get that thing. 

INTERVIEWER 2 

But do you get to have an opportunity to talk in your little friends’ circle afterwards 

more in detail? Does it have a spill over effect, offline conversations? 

FEMALE 3 

It just made me think of, in 2020 with the death of George Floyd and then the Black 

Lives Matter movement, obviously there became this thing of just posting, posting 
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all these very political posts. Then you were kind of stuck in an echo chamber, and 

I think what happens is if you and your friendship have got similar political views 

you end up being in this echo chamber. And they've proven that if you go on TikTok 

and for example you start liking things that, say, are very far right, then your feed 

becomes infiltrated with it. So it’s really easy for that to switch, so then depending 

on what you’re liking and what you're sharing with people, and if you have followers 

and you’re following your friends who are like-minded, you actually end up in an 

echo chamber. 

Which in itself can be quite dangerous in any sense because you're not really being 

exposed to anything else. I don't really know how productive you can be having 

conversations on social media because I don't think there's enough nuance. I think 

it was like last year they started posting a lot about Palestine and what was 

happening, this stuff is so complex, and it’s been going on for years and you can’t 

just put information and history of the conflict into one post because you actually 

need to go to read about it [Crosstalk 00:57:48] and read articles. It’s impossible to 

be like, “Oh, yeah, this is wrong,” and repost it. It’s like what does that mean?  

FEMALE  

It’s really performative, isn't it? 

FEMALE 3 

It’s really performative, yes, and it ends up I don't think being a very effective way 

of having the conversations, and like what [female name 4] was saying, it’s just way 

better to have it in person. 

INTERVIEWER 1  

[[female name 5] Or [female name 3] 00:58:09], one of you said performative. 

Could you expand what you mean by that from our perspective? 

FEMALE 4 

Kind of exactly just what [female name 5] said, how ... I don't know. Yes, there's 

issues like Palestine or whatever are so complex and obviously there's such a deep 

history. For me personally, I probably wouldn't like reposting something about it 

on my story for example because I don't really know. Without sounding ignorant, I 

don't know the ins and outs of the history, but I feel like – 

INTERVIEWER 1  

Yes, I think there's a feel strength and power in accepting you don't know 

something, yes? I think there's a really mature thing, so let’s not worry about saying 

I don't know because one of the things I know more as I’ve got older is I know less. 

[Laughter]  

FEMALE 2 

That’s what you're being scrutinised for online. 

FEMALE 4  

Yes, that’s what I was just going to say. [Crosstalk 00:59:09] [Laughter] I feel like a 

lot of the time people will see something on their friend’s story like, “I’m going to 

repost this about Palestine so that I’m in the same camp of knowing,” and you're 

not allowed to not know and not have your opinion and want to learn and make 

mistakes, like we were saying earlier. Then it does just become performative 

because you're just reposting and reposting. Without sounding horrible I feel like 

people will just repost stuff for the sake of having it on their story and not actually 

go and read the articles or make donations or have conversations with family and 

friends. It’s just so they can say, “Yeah, it’s on my social media. I’m going to look like 

I know what I’m talking about. I’m not the in between of not really knowing.”  

 

And I feel like it’s the same with politics and whatever, for example, like it ... Has 

anyone seen “The Social Dilemma”? 

ALL 

Yes. 

FEMALE 3 
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Where it’s literally all that, isn't it? Yes, I just think it’s performative to repost. And 

kind of like the little-ing to the issue at hand sometimes.  

FEMALE 4 

There's two things that that made me think of as well. I think one of the things of 

social media as well is that the permanence of it, like if you have a conversation, 

the details of that can get lost whereas, if you post something on social media it 

can be screenshotted and saved and it’s there on the internet forever. Then also I 

think it’s so hard to work out, it’s like the chicken or the egg thing with conversations 

about stuff that’s happening. So say like there's a lot of information about Palestine 

on social media, it’s hard to know whether without that, it wouldn't become a 

conversation that people are having and people wouldn't know what was going on 

in any form, or whether the conversations would be richer because you’d learn 

about it from a 10-minute chat with somebody rather than one post . Yes, it’s really 

hard to work out what is a discussion that’s come from social media or what’s a 

discussion we’d be having anyway. (FG12 UK mixed) 

 

And they've proven that if you go on TikTok and for example you start liking things 

that, say, are very far right, then your feed becomes infiltrated with it. So it’s really 

easy for that to switch, so then depending on what you’re liking and what you're 

sharing with people, and if you have followers and you’re following your friends 

who are like-minded, you actually end up in an echo chamber. 

Which in itself can be quite dangerous in any sense because you're not really being 

exposed to anything else. I don't really know how productive you can be having 

conversations on social media because I don't think there's enough nuance. I think 

it was like last year they started posting a lot about Palestine and what was 

happening, this stuff is so complex, and it’s been going on for years and you can’t 

just put information and history of the conflict into one post because you actually 

need to go to read about it [Crosstalk 00:57:48] and read articles. It’s impossible to 

be like, “Oh, yeah, this is wrong,” and repost it. It’s like what does that mean?  

FEMALE  

It’s really performative, isn't it? 

FEMALE 3 

It’s really performative, yes, and it ends up I don't think being a very effective way 

of having the conversations, and like what [female name 4] was saying, it’s just way 

better to have it in person.  

(…) 

Female 4: 

I feel like a lot of the time people will see something on their friend’s story like, “I’m 

going to repost this about Palestine so that I’m in the same camp of knowing,” and 

you're not allowed to not know and not have your opinion and want to learn and 

make mistakes, like we were saying earlier. Then it does just become performative 

because you're just reposting and reposting. Without sounding horrible I feel like 

people will just repost stuff for the sake of having it on their story and not actually 

go and read the articles or make donations or have conversations with family and 

friends. It’s just so they can say, “Yeah, it’s on my social media. I’m going to look like 

I know what I’m talking about. I’m not the in between of not really knowing.”  

(…)  

FEMALE 4 

There's two things that that made me think of as well. I think one of the things of 

social media as well is that the permanence of it, like if you have a conversation, 

the details of that can get lost whereas, if you post something on social media it 

can be screenshotted and saved and it’s there on the internet forever. Then also I 

think it’s so hard to work out, it’s like the chicken or the egg thing with conversations 

about stuff that’s happening. So say like there's a lot of information about Palestine 

on social media, it’s hard to know whether without that, it wouldn't become a 

conversation that people are having and people wouldn't know what was going on 
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in any form, or whether the conversations would be richer because you’d learn 

about it from a 10-minute chat with somebody rather than one post . Yes, it’s really 

hard to work out what is a discussion that’s come from social media or what’s a 

discussion we’d be having anyway. (FG 12 uni mixed) 

 

Students also talked about memes and movements turning into trends (e.g. Black 

Lives Matter), with people supporting them like ‘fans’, without knowing what the 

movement entails; characteristically one of the students mentioned that some of 

the supporters of the aforementioned movement might be homophobic, which is 

not in line with the promotion of human rights they allegedly support.   

(FG5 GR girls) 

 

Vittoria: (…) Because nowadays people tend to say that the Internet is very useful 

because it gives you a thousand perspectives on a given subject, but the truth is 

that the Internet works by giving you what you want to hear. Therefore, a person 

with... let's say... a polarised thought will increasingly endorse their own ideas 

because the internet and in any case social media tend to never give different ideas 

from those that one already has.  

(FG& IT Cesi mixed.) 

 

 

Q: Did you feel personal pressure on social media? 

“I have noticed that there are many pros and cons regarding discussions about 

LGBTQI+ or feminism and many are starting to choose camps and act as such.” 

(FG9_RO_boy_age 16-18) 

Automatic recommendation, 

algorithm 

 

In 2015, 2017 quite a bit of 

anti-justice posting on 

YouTube but they have 

cracked down on it now . 

Difficult to moderate 

comments on YouTube that’s 

why you see all these 

comments where people 

basically can put what they 

want. There is a lot to 

moderate if you put up a 

video and often you can’t 

keep up with it. 

On TikTok, If you like one 

photo or one post than you 

get will get the whole lot,  it 

can get quite scary!  

Watched a video on Trump 

then got all the right-wing 

stuff! 

Lost friends brother through 

a social media challenge. 

 

Getting posts and feeds of 

interest is powerful, connects 

you to the queer community 

(FG11 UK) 

FEMALE 10 

I think it’s personally so much work. It’s just crazy. There's a thing called a For You 

page on TikTok which is like none of that is even anyone you've ever followed, or 

it’s just a constant stream of every single clip is a different person or a different 

thing. It’s so crazy. Then if you like something, then that will come in your algorithm, 

then it could give you more things under that heading.  

INTERVIEWER 1  

In terms of pipeline stuff, which was a phrase that one of the young people used in 

[Unintelligible 01:13:51] the other day. In theory then, that For You, if you started 

to look at stuff which was even just moderately extreme, or moderate in terms of 

those polarised – you’d start to get more of that stuff flooding your For You page? 

FEMALE 10 

Yes, like if you liked one photo, or if you liked one video of one thing, it will actually 

start giving you, your whole For You will become that. It’s quite scary. 

FEMALE 7  

There are options, like you can click and say, “I don't like this video,” and it will filter 

all of them back out again. But I suppose it’s just knowing if it’s something where 

you don't know if you don’t like it, then obviously it’s – 

(FG11 UK, uni mixed) 

MALE 

What I found interesting, a year ago on YouTube there was a video from the 

Guardian or something stupid that Trump said, and I watched it and I clicked on it. 

Then they must have read that as me being right wing or something because then 

all my feed was like, “Trump destroys feminist reporter,” or something like that. On 

YouTube, the good thing is you can go “Not interested” and you can give a reason 

for it. So I did that on a few videos and then it cleared up. but on TikTok, it feels like 

if your thing is fucked, then you just kind of have to go through it fast or something 

because of the amount of seconds you have on it, on that video could go to the 

algorithm. Is there a button on TikTok where you can say – 

FEMALE 
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But sometimes you still get 

the videos even if you click 

not interested, seems that 

any kind of interaction 

triggers that. (FG11 UK) 

 

Greece male FG6: Far right 

memes not noticed much and 

if they do circulate than 

because of algorithms and 

this should not be a reflection 

of how widespread these 

ideologies are.    

 

Internet works by giving you 

what you want to 

hear…algorithms., 

Large number of no-vax 

people but this is amplified by 

algorithms in reality it’s 

negligible, it’s just the 

resonance of algorithms 

Don’t get to see these memes, 

maybe the algorithm works 

differently for me (IT FG 7)   

I don’t seem to get these anti-

feminist memes, the 

algorithm applied to my 

social media seems to be 

superfine and I am protected 

from all these things ((IT FG 7)   

Noticed a tendency for radical 

ideas but you get 

recommendations for what 

you are interested in. (FG9 RO 

boys) 

Yes, if you've got a video, if you hold it down and it will come up with, “I like this. I’m 

interested in this” or “I’m not interested in this.  

MALE  

There go you, that’s good. 

FEMALE 

It’s not a very obvious – 

MALE  

No, but again, it’s about a logarithm base thing which could easily, if you ignored it 

and you know it was there, would allow more of that specific extremist material to 

appear on your kit, I guess.  

FEMALE 4 

Going off what Izzie was saying earlier, and I’m perfectly happy to say this, but a 

few years ago my brother’s friend sadly passed away through a social media 

challenge. It was one of these ones where you put a tie around your neck to try and 

get some kind of high that he’d seen on social media. And the whole thing was so 

baffling because we were so young, and it was like, kids were like, “Oh, but he was 

just doing like –“ I can't remember what the challenge was called, “– this challenge 

or whatever.” And it absolutely terrifies me how looking back to when we were 15 

or whatever, we were just stuck in this vessel of, “Yeah, social media is right,” and 

social media kind of sets your protocol as a child sometimes and your friends and 

whatever. And that took someone’s life. Yes, it’s crazy how much social media can 

ruin people’s lives and affect people’s families – 

(FG11 UK, uni mixed) 

FEMALE 3 

The Tumblr thing, thinking about different communities and how different social 

media platforms promote different kinds of connections with people. And with 

Tumblr, because it wasn’t people that you know, it was very much that you felt like 

you were part of a community and sort of the echo chamber as well but it was like 

there were certain things that everyone would post and the aesthetic and all that 

kind of thing. And you don’t realise the harmful – you think it’s having a really 

positive effect on you because you've found people that think the same as you and 

all that kind of thing, whilst it’s damaging. 

I’ve not had TikTok but I know that some of my friends find it really helpful as a 

community when you've had a queer community and that kind of thing. But that’s 

the more dangerous platforms in my opinion because if it was for extremist view 

and that kind of thing – It connects people together and makes them feel – I don't 

know how it creates that sense of community but it definitely does bring in people 

who think the same together. (…)And I think especially for people who feel a bit 

different or struggle to connect with people at school or whatever reason you feel 

like an outsider, that’s when it’s really dangerous because it’s a space where you 

don’t feel like that, and it could lead to dangerous things. 

 (FG11 UK, uni mixed) 

FEMALE 11 

Yes. In some respects, likewise what you've just mentioned, it can be a nice place 

and sometimes you get the funny video and you're like oh, this is just a fun app. 

But if you get even one video that is something you don’t like, that “Not interested” 

button, I’ve noticed for me, I don't know about anybody else who has used it, for 

me, if I click “Not interested” I get it more, like more videos like that. It’s how you 

interact with it, it doesn't even have to be a “Like” or a comment, literally just 

watching a video to the end, if it’s something that you don’t like and don’t agree 

with, I found with me I will watch it to the end because I’m fascinated by how people 

can think this way. So then I see it more, which breeds more anger, which breeds 

more negativity ... I hate it so much. (FG11 UK, uni mixed) 

Τhey also believe that “memes are not necessarily created for men or women”. 

They are created to be perceived by specific groups and, together with the 
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algorithms of social media, appear in people who would look for them from the 

beginning. 

In terms of whether these memes mostly address/appeal to men or women, 

students underlined that they address youth in general, irrespective of their 

gender, as they are the ones that mostly use social media and also because “it is 

easier for young people to change their minds and influence them” FG 6 males, 

he/him, Markopoulo, GR, 16-17. 

 

Vittoria: no, I was talking about examples, I thought... surely one of the causes of 

social polarisation is, for example, social media algorithms, and in short, the way 

we obtain information. Because nowadays people tend to say that the Internet is 

very useful because it gives you a thousand perspectives on a given subject, but the 

truth is that the Internet works by giving you what you want to hear. Therefore, a 

person with... let's say... a polarised thought will increasingly endorse their own 

ideas because the internet and in any case social media tend to never give different 

ideas from those that one already has. That's kind of what came to mind. (FG8 IT 

mixed) 

 

Beatrice: So obviously in large numbers the number of no vax people may seem 

large but in reality, it is negligible. It is the resonance that is given to the discourse 

of the algorithms, and therefore also the media. Specifically, the kind of resonance 

it has within society, the kind of value and weight that is given to groups that 

become polarised. (FG8 IT mixed) 

 

Luigi: (…) I have always seen maybe a different irony in other areas... that is, maybe 

in the relationships between men and women there were some jokes about that, 

or about football... but probably the algorithm works differently on me. Maybe we 

have different interests and so in the end I couldn't find these memes... (FG8 IT 

mixed) 

 

I noticed that there is a tendency for radical ideas, influenced by social media 

because there you get what you want, you get recommendations for what you are 

interested in”. (FG 9 RO_boy_age 16-18) 

Our normality/ engagement 

with social media 

 

Eco chamber 

No nuanced conversations 

Feeds become infiltrated with 

right-wing stuff  

Algorithms 

Being scrutinised online 

Showing that you are in the 

same “camp of knowing” 

Performative to repost 

Detoxing from social media 

Platform  (Instagram) invites 

you to compare yourself. 

Impacts on self-esteem, 

sometimes empowering 

though. 

Time consuming being online. 

Addictive to scroll down with 

finger. 

INTERVIEWER 1  

Yes, I think there's a feel strength and power in accepting you don't know 

something, yes? I think there's a really mature thing, so let’s not worry about saying 

I don't know because one of the things I know more as I’ve got older is I know less. 

[Laughter]  

FEMALE 2 

That’s what you're being scrutinised for online. 

FEMALE 4  

Yes, that’s what I was just going to say. [Crosstalk 00:59:09] [Laughter] I feel like a 

lot of the time people will see something on their friend’s story like, “I’m going to 

repost this about Palestine so that I’m in the same camp of knowing,” and you're 

not allowed to not know and not have your opinion and want to learn and make 

mistakes, like we were saying earlier. Then it does just become performative 

because you're just reposting and reposting. Without sounding horrible I feel like 

people will just repost stuff for the sake of having it on their story and not actually 

go and read the articles or make donations or have conversations with family and 

friends. It’s just so they can say, “Yeah, it’s on my social media. I’m going to look like 

I know what I’m talking about. I’m not the in between of not really knowing.”  

FEMALE 10 

I can literally speak about TikTok and the toxicity of it for hours. 

INTERVIEWER 1  

You’ll use hours on it? 

FEMALE 10 
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Quite scary the way it 

recognizes your activities and 

feeds you with similar stuff. 

OnTikTok; challenges to 

swallow magnets, friends 

brother died from such a 

challenge; encourages 

extreme acts 

Connects to the queer 

community, supportive 

Fascinating to watch peoples 

stories and what people are 

doing 

You compare yourself to 

others and think why can’t I 

be like you? 

 

Follows people who are 

similar to her but still feels 

bad… 

Herd mentality, wanting to fit 

in, trying to join in with what 

everyone else is doing.  

Young people start off with 

social media earlier and 

earlier, not it’s just completely 

normal for us to be on social 

media and have our smart 

phones 

We have an intense 

relationship with our phones 

and social media it’s like a 

breeding point, we are all 

constantly part of this thing, 

has fascinating things like 

zoom meetings , talk to 

relatives abroad, but can also 

lead to bad things.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No, I could speak about it, I just think it is just so toxic. I did get rid of it. [Crosstalk 

01:13:02] I didn't go on it for three months, and I’m definitely going to do that again 

– 

INTERVIEWER 1  

So you find it toxic – 

FEMALE 10 

I think it’s personally so much work. It’s just crazy. There's a thing called a For You 

page on TikTok which is like none of that is even anyone you've ever followed, or 

it’s just a constant stream of every single clip is a different person or a different 

thing. It’s so crazy. Then if you like something, then that will come in your algorithm, 

then it could give you more things under that heading. (FG 12  UK mixed 

(FG 12 UK mixed) 

FEMALE 7 

I personally had a limit set, especially on Instagram because I’m more [Unintelligible 

01:15:18]. Really pointless things. I have a limit set for like half an hour a day, and 

then I’ll get a notification saying, “You've been on it for half an hour, and I’ll try and 

close it. But it won’t stop me from going back on it. It’s [Crosstalk 01:15:34] as a 

deterrent – 

FEMALE  

You can say ignore for another 15 minutes. [Crosstalk 01:15:40] But then it can 

make you realise you’ve been on it for so long. 

INTERVIEWER 1  

That sounds like when you're on it you go in flow state, so when time goes like that, 

which you’ll recognise entirely from gaming. [Laughter] Because I get that. What’s 

what I do. Actually, when I’m gaming I’m doing that to move away from the reality 

so I can be somewhere else, and then going into that flow is something which is 

where time goes really, really quickly. So it’s got something which is exotic about it. 

FEMALE 7 

Because it’s just [Unintelligible 01:16:18], that’s what it is designed for, so you just 

scroll, scrolling is literally – 

INTERVIEWER 1  

OK. 

FEMALE 7 

So you just carry on – 

FEMALE 2 

It’s the act of it that you're pulling it down – 

FEMALE 7 

It’s the act of it, yes. 

INTERVIEWER 1  

It’s doing something kinetic as well. [Crosstalk 01:16:31] 

FEMALE 2 

It’s been shown and they've done it, you are always refreshing, your thumb is 

pulling it down so you keep on wanting to do it. 

FEMALE 

It’s addictive. 

(FG12 UK mixed) 

FEMALE  

There's someone dying doing a TikTok challenge the other month because it was 

just a little kid who didn't know what they were doing. It’s really dangerous. 

INTERVIEWER 1  

So it can push people into extreme acts as well? 

FEMALES 

Oh, yes. 

FEMALE 
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I think it is like they don't even know what you're doing or like the [Unintelligible 

01:18:52]. It’s just challenges, so they don’t seem that dangerous, but things go viral, 

things spread so fast now that it’s so accessible everywhere. 

(FG12 UK mixed) 

FEMALE 3 

It connects people together and makes them feel – I don't know how it creates that 

sense of community but it definitely does bring in people who think the same 

together. 

INTERVIEWER 1  

You mentioned, [female name 5], that the combination of the logarithm and the 

echo chamber work together so that you end up just talking with people who have 

that certain thing. That’s why I think the description that that 16, 17-year-old gave 

us a couple of weeks back was really useful. It’s a pipeline up here and you just end 

up down here, you can’t escape it. 

FEMALE 3 

And I think especially for people who feel a bit different or struggle to connect with 

people at school or whatever reason you feel like an outsider, that’s when it’s really 

dangerous because it’s a space where you don’t feel like that, and it could lead to 

dangerous things.  

(FG12 UK) 

But I also don’t follow Kim Kardashian and all those people, I cannot see people’s 

lives being amazing. And also even people that I love on Instagram, I found some 

girls that are my body type and they're wearing such amazing outfits and I’m like 

yes, that’s amazing and it powers me. But then sometimes on a bad day I’m like, 

“Why can’t I be as fabulous as you?” And they're supposed to make me feel better 

but then they make me feel worse, and that’s not what they're trying to do. It’s not 

like Kim Kardashian but then it’s the constant comparison thing. And I recognised 

that I got bored with Instagram so I should probably download TikTok but I just like 

I cannot have another thing in my life that I have to keep up with and that I have to 

... [Laughter] Yes, I can’t do that anymore. I can’t have more addiction in my life.  

(FG12 mixed) 

FEMALE 2 

No, I’ll remember it. It was kind of linking to sort of what [female name 3] was saying 

about that very awful story, but the whole thing of not realising the damages of 

what these things can do to yourself and those around you. And I think that comes 

back in to the herd mentality thing of not wanting to not fit in and joining in with 

what everyone else is doing which then feeds into cancel culture, and then social 

media and the fact that we all know these apps are really bad. And yes, OK, maybe 

we have a better outlook on them now more than we did when we’re 15, yes, we 

do all still have them, or most of us still have them. [Aside conversation 01:31:35] 

[Laughter] (FG12 mixed) 

No, I’m really hot on my point now ... [Laughter] Yes, we still continue to have them 

and I think it leading back to the breeding point of extreme views ... I always think 

to myself if I were to be told at the age of maybe 11 when all I had was like a brick 

phone just to text my mum when I was coming home from school: OK, in nine years’ 

time you're going to have this thing on your phone which means you can do this, 

this, this and this, I would go, “You're having a laugh, you're pulling my leg.” But now 

that’s the complete norm to me and it’s like, “OK, well, then what’s next?” And we’re 

only getting more and more all these intense things and we’re spending so much 

time on our phones. (…)I won’t speak for everyone, but my phone will never not be 

near me. I use it, my put my alarm –  

(…) 

FEMALE 2 

OK, but we have this intense relationship with our phones and social media and 

herd mentality, we’re constantly all having to be part of this thing, and I think it is 

such like a breeding point. And obviously there are good things about it as well, and 
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I do believe that because it’s amazing what it can do, even arranging discussions on 

Zoom and all that, you wouldn't have had that before. And we have so much more 

access to so many things. But I think that can be done and is done, the access can 

also lead to bad things as well, if that makes sense.  

(FG 12 mixed uni) 

FEMALE 1 

I was going to answer the question about when you said we had that moment of I 

need to stop doing social media. For me, when I was 16, 17 and I went to sixth form, 

I started trying to detox but I found that I was so addicted that I went back to it. 

Like, I’d do a month without it and I’d be like, “Oh my God, I miss it so much, oh my 

God, I need to go back to Instagram.” I don’t even like Instagram, I hate Instagram 

so much but I find myself scrolling on it for so long, literally every day even to this 

day. And I’ve noticed how addicted we are to it. Again, it’s that motion of just 

scrolling and you just do it. It’s so mindless. And yet you see all of these negative 

influences, and then you feel so shit about your life and yet you still carry on doing 

it, and I just find it so interesting about that constant flow. Even when you try to 

stop it you just can’t, well, I mean you can, but it takes a lot of self-restraint and I 

just don’t have that self-restraint. 

FEMALE 4:  

(…) And this sounds so bad now that I’m saying it out loud, but I’d literally sit on the 

sofa and give myself an hour and a half to sit through social media apps to just fill 

my time because I didn't have loads of stuff to – I mean, I did, I should have been 

revising for my GCSEs. But I just didn't have loads of life to be living as much then. 

So I feel like for me the change came as recognising social media as just a random 

component of life is when I took a gap year and travelled, and you realise that life’s 

bigger than your phone and your structure doesn't revolve around school and 

9:00am until 4:00pm and weekends and whatever. And I feel like when you come 

to uni you're not with the same group of people and you have more opinions 

exposed to you, Yes, I feel like a lot of it is environmental factors with social media. 

 (FG 12 mixed uni) 

Social media and young 

people 

 

Younger people, year 7s (age 

12/13) kids who ‘just hopped 

on to social media’ obsessed 

with having lots of followers, 

they care too much about 

social media.  

Years 7 and 8 they go online 

because they want a different 

life, something they are not; 

they listen to rappers and 

drills; they think it’s cool, it’s 

their own choice if they stab 

someone, they can’t blame it 

on others, it’s their own 

choice. Social media gets 

them into gang live,  You will 

see kids with knives and that 

trying to rob people, it’s their 

choice…  

Kids easily manipulated by 

social media, they have 

access to social media, if you 

But a lot of people in today’s culture, Year 7s and 8s, you’ll see them online and 

everything, just because they want to be something that they’re not. (FG 13 UK 

boys) 

INTERVIEWER 

So, what is it – why do you think some people are so different online? 

MALE  

[Unintelligible 00:27:24].  

INTERVIEWER 

Because they don’t like who they are in real life.  

MALE  

Competition.  People like to try and be better than other people, do you know what 

I mean? But a lot of people in today’s culture, Year 7s and 8s, you’ll see them online 

and everything, just because they want to be something that they’re not.   

INTERVIEWER 

That’s interesting, because that’s not come up in previous conversations but the 

idea that that’s – that could influence, stuff they’re seeing online could influence the 

way they behave in real life.  

MALE 

A lot of the younger generation now they listen to all those rappers and all the drill 

songs and everything, and they get –  

MALE 

They think it’s the thing to do. 

MALE  

So, it turns them into gang life and everything.  You will see kids with knives and 

that trying to rob people.  It’s just stupid. (…) 

MALE 
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give them money they will do 

it.  

Social media gets into your 

head, it’s not physical 

anymore like in old days, your 

are exposed more to 

emotional abuse and if 

somebody is repeatedly 

telling you something, even 

though it’s wrong, you will 

take it on, internalise it at 

some point, young people 

more vulnerable to these 

things.  

Parents often have no clue 

what kids are up to online, 

you are on your own paths, 

you never know what you are 

going to see on social media, 

have seen stuff I shouldn’t 

have seen.  

 

People make their own choices.   

MALE 

Kids are influenced though. 

INTERVIEWER 

In what way? 

MALE 

Obviously, the lyrics.  

INTERVIEWER 

The lyrics impact on people.  

MALE 

Yes.  Also, music videos, because some of these rappers they’re actually speaking 

about real life things.   

MALE 

That is very true. 

MALE  

Little kids are listening and watching it, they’re thinking it’s cool. 

INTERVIEWER 

Would they need to be major celebrity musicians to be having that impact on 

people? 

MALE  

No. 

MALE  

I notice society, things like that happen.  Kids grow up, they look at things and think 

that’s cool.   

INTERVIEWER 

And does social media make it easier to look at that stuff, that’s what we’re 

interested in, in here.  

MALE 

There’s a stigma to it and basically – 

MALE 

Stigma, good word. 

MALE 

You’ve been reading that dictionary.   

INTERVIEWER 

Don’t knock him for using the right word, it’s good.   

MALE 

Obviously, they’re speaking about things that they do, well most of them, they 

speak about things they do and that’s their lifestyle.  But then –  

INTERVIEWER 

Or they’re pretending stuff as well aren’t they, because people will pretend stuff. 

MALE 

But then the ones who are actually talking about and kids are listening to it, they’re 

trying to be like them, but they can make their own choices.  

INTERVIEWER 

So, if we run with that principle that people make their own choices and –  

MALE 

If you stab somebody and get arrested you’re going to do court or someone told 

me to do it, no, you did it.   

INTERVIEWER 

It certainly work as a defence in court, you’re absolutely right.  A few of you have 

talked about sort of younger kids being significantly influenced at Year 7, so that’s 

what 11/12/13 group? 

MALE 

Yes. 

(FG13 UK male) 
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MALE  

Because kids can easily look at it.  They are manipulated.  If you tell a kid that he’s 

going to win £100 if he clicks on something he’s going to click it.   

INTERVIEWER 

Not if you tell a kid, if somebody said that to me I’d probably click on it too to be 

honest with you.  Do you know what I mean?  That’s a really interesting perspective 

that’s been offered up here, back in the day, really it’s like 20 years ago. I mean 

most social media wasn’t here 20 years ago was it.  Some social media wasn’t even 

here 10 years ago.  

MALE 

Yes, but way back then it’s the same as now, but just now it’s more –  

MALE 

You just see it a lot more now because of social media. 

MALE  

Back then obviously it was a lot of physical, people from different ethnicities, now 

it’s the emotional abuse but that’s still [unintelligible 00:35:30].  

MALE 

The same thing.  

INTERVIEWER 

Online, yes.  

MALE 

Like little kids who just are involved in it and sometimes it leads to worse stuff.   

MALE  

I’d say emotional is worse.   

MALE 

Yes, emotional is worse.   

INTERVIEWER 

So, you’re picking up that stuff online and it’s kind of infecting the inside of your 

head as it were.  

MALE 

If someone tells you that you took a wrong turn and you don’t think you have, but 

then another 10 people tell you that you took a wrong turn you’re going to listen.  

So, it’s the same thing as that.  The more people that are telling you about the same 

thing at one point you’ve got to think to yourself well what if this is true.   

(FG13 UK male) 

 

INTERVIEWER 

Well, from what you guys were saying earlier on stuff can appear randomly anyway.  

You could be on social media –  

MALE 

When it comes to real life –  

INTERVIEWER 

You wouldn’t though would you.   

MALE 

You wouldn’t have a clue as a parent.  

INTERVIEWER 

That’s why – honestly that’s why I find doing these exercises – having these 

conversations really interesting because as a parent I’m going OK, I don’t know what 

my kids are looking at.   

MALE  

You’ve just got to roll with it.  

INTERVIEWER 

I think I kind of agree with you.   

MALE 

They’re on their own path.  Wherever they go –  

MALE 
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You never know what you’re going to see, you can never guess what you’re going 

to see.  

INTERVIEWER 

Have you seen stuff that’s really shocked you? 

MALE 

Yes.  

MALE 

Not stuff that’s really shocked me but like I’ve seen stuff that you shouldn’t –  

 (FG 13 male UK) 

Provides anonymity/ internet 

trolls 

 

You see a lot of nonsense on 

Instagram, like people with 

fake accounts, they are just 

trolls, internet trolls, weirdos.  

A lot of racism online because 

they are not being caught, 

when they get caught it turns 

bad for them, but most of the 

time no one knows it’s them, 

Keybord warriors! 

 

(FG13 UK) 

 

Social media allows people to 

express their hatred and bully 

people who are different 

because they won’t face the 

consequences of their actions 

(FG10 RO girls)  

 

People don’t have the 

courage to tell to your face 

but they find the courage to 

say things online  (FG 8 IT and 

FG 11 UK also FG10 RO) 

 

You can hide your identity, 

lash out at women behind the 

screen 

You are part of a larger 

community online (incels or 

any other extremist group) 

alone you wouldn’t have the 

strength,, this is empowering 

(FG8 IT) also RO FG9 with 

boys.  

 

NTERVIEWER 

So, that was quite a clear cut one where people were just going right, no, you’re out 

of order. 

MALE 

Yes, but that’s just what it’s like normally though, if anyone does it they get 

terrorised for it.   

MALE 

Anyone who is racist on social media they get [unintelligible 00:13:51]. 

INTERVIEWER 

Is that a common experience? 

MALE 

Yes.  Loads of people are racist.  

INTERVIEWER 

No, what I mean is do you see stuff which is racist fairly regularly? 

MALE 

Yes, people who use social media, obviously sometimes [overtalking 00:14:01].   

MALE 

Basically, they just use it because no-one knows it there.  And then when someone 

finds out it’s there it turns bad for them.  

MALE 

People do it because they can create fake accounts with [unintelligible 00:14:12] 

because they won’t get in trouble for it.  Keyboard warriors. 

INTERVIEWER 

So, that notion of keyboard warriors, somebody sort of locked in a room on their 

own, putting stuff together and putting it out there.  And that’s kind anonymous 

stuff yes?  Largely anonymous? 

MALE 

No, [unintelligible 00:14:32].   

INTERVIEWER 

So genuine question here, in terms of experiences of social media like that have 

quite a few of you seen stuff which is racist?  

MALE 

Yes. 

INTERVIEWER 

What sort of, this might be a really daft question, but what are the forms of racism 

that it takes, is it about colour, is it about – 

MALE 

Most of the time it’s colour and religion. 

INTERVIEWER 

Colour and religion, so anti-Islamist, stuff like that? 

MALE  

It was bad after the [unintelligible 00:15:13].  People calling you Muslims.  On their 

Instagram posts calling them –  

MALE  

Like using a monkey emoji on some posts.  [Unintelligible 00:15:30]. 

(FG 13, UK boys) 
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“I’ve seen and experienced bullying towards people who want to be themselves, 

vulnerable. The current humorous post-irony. We make fun of everything, 

nonsense, we make fun of people dancing or anything creative”. (RO_girl_age 16-

18) 

 

“Hatred towards positions of equality, solidarity and influence. Social media seems 

to make everything worse because it's easier. They will not face it”. (RO_girl_age 16-

18) FG 10 

P8: My not replying is because I'm not interested. I use social to share pictures with 

my friends, but not to look for a soulmate. Also, because there are socials that are 

different. For example, there's Instagram which has different nuances, whereas on 

Tinder you expect a certain type of behaviour. But on Instagram and Facebook I 

compare myself to my friends or people I know. And I don't have to answer you. 

These people fall into this category because the more you accumulate these non-

responses, the angrier they get. I have been insulted many times because I didn't 

respond. 

P9: I think we don't realise it in everyday life, but in social media there are these 

people, because the one who doesn't have the courage to tell you to your face, tells 

you by message.  (FG8 IT) 

P9: They are people who are not able to confront themselves, they have problems 

with themselves; but it's easier to take it out on people behind a screen, then on a 

person who is not giving you what you want.  

P5: The problem is that these things are shared by a group: in this case, union is 

strength. It's a problem. 

MODERATOR: They alone would be nothing, but since they have joined forces... this 

community has been formed. 

P4: If they remained isolated cases, they would not move forward because they 

themselves are aware... or perhaps because of this self-attribution of little value. 

MODERATOR: They call themselves ugly.  

P4: Social media is the perfect platform to hide yourself. Because if my identity 

remains protected, I can allow myself to say and do whatever I want. The thing is, I 

don't know to what extent the category of Incel is simply labelled as a person who 

writes to you, says bad words to you. Because based on what I read, they were 

organised into platforms, like forums, where they talked about kidnapping and 

rape. There were even people who would tell, to give props, that he was doing 

Revenge porn on his ex-girlfriend, who had been dumped. 

  (FG8 IT) 

"I think that social media is the best place because you are also protected with 

anonymity and it is very easy to feel part of a group, extremist or not”. (FG 9, 

RO_boy_age 16-18) 

Online-offline identity 

 

OnlyFans website where girls 

offer sex services for money, 

people making money on the 

site, you have to be a nerd to 

buy it (the service),  

They do it to make money, 

same with Instgram, all the 

girls wearing bikinis for 

branding, all that smiling, 

they get money for promoting 

the brand.  

(FG 13 UK boys)# 

 

INTERVIEWER 

Can you explain a bit more on that, what do you mean?  You go on it because – you 

go on Only Fans if you can’t – 

MALE 

Basically, they’re selling videos of them having sex, that’s basically what they’re 

selling but there’s no need to buy it if you just go out and get a bird, or a fella.  

INTERVIEWER 

So, you’re kind of thinking that the people that may use it, put money into it – 

MALE 

The people who are doing it, that’s their come up isn’t it, you’ve got to respect 

people’s come ups but it’s still getting money from people, but then they can dough 

off it. 

INTERVIEWER 

Because somebody said about making money 

MALE 

That’s the main aspect behind it, is the money, because you pay a subscription.  
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People pretend to have stuff 

and a lavish lifestyle, leaves 

an impact on the kids who 

watch their videos… 

 

Not every post represents 

someone’s opinion, often also 

posted to show the different 

debates. 

 

It’s just views that gets 

shared.  But possible to see 

what one thinks by their 

posts. If it’s quite 

controversial then you judge 

him/her accordingly but not 

necessarily confronting that 

person. (FG 11 UK ) 

You have a better idea about 

someones convictions by 

their social media profile, not 

so easy to guess that by their 

look.  

They are much more loud 

online and more confident, 

because they know they are 

behind the screen and 

nobody is going to say 

anything to them. 

People can’t realy get 

embarrassed online because 

if you are confronted with it in 

real life you can always shred 

it off as being a joke!   

 

FG9 RO with boys;  

Know men who have a 

traditional/sexist view of how 

women should be  from social 

media but they keep to 

themselves and do not mix 

with people who don’t hold 

such view.  

  

INTERVIEWER 

So, money is one reason why people will put stuff out there.  And earning – 

MALE 

That’s like Instagram as well, because people do branding or something.  So, you 

see all these girls in bikinis and that, and smiling, they’re just doing it for the money.   

(FG 13 UK boys) 

MALE 

Social media, it’s like a different part of life.  Some people have a real life and then 

they have a social media life.   

MALE 

Yes, because they will be one way in real life and then online they’ll be something 

else. 

MALE  

How you portray yourself on social media will be different than in real life.  Some 

people, for me that’s different [unintelligible 00:24:09]. 

INTERVIEWER 

So, you’re the same person but some people will do –  

MALE 

Most of the time you have people stunting money and cars and stuff, and then you 

see them in real life and they’re driving a Corsa and they’re still living at their mum’s 

house.  

MALE 

Something like that, or even like the way people behave.  They try to say they’re 

something else but they’re not.  Something like that. 

MALE  

People are just acting like something they’re not basically.   

INTERVIEWER 

Are you like – people who are doing that kind of performance of being somebody 

else they’re going to be posting stuff which is not true or telling a certain type of 

story about themselves which is different from how they are in real life? 

GROUP 

Yes. 

INTERVIEWER 

So, why do we think people do that? 

MALE 

Well, it’s the attraction isn’t it. 

INTERVIEWER 

Genuinely I don’t know that’s why I’m asking.  

MALE 

[Overtalking 00:25:03] something like that, it makes people like them as well.  

There’s an attraction.   

INTERVIEWER 

So, it’s about attracting people, it’s about getting – so is there some sort of cache, 

some sort of goal, something which is – so there might be something about 

attracting members of the opposite sex.  Money?  Yes? 

MALE 

It gives them more followers, so they want more importance with people.  

INTERVIEWER 

Do you know people who get really freaked by the number of followers they have 

if they don’t have that many? 

MALE 

No, it’s just a different level of –  

MALE 

If that’s someone you know and they’re your friends –  

MALE  

They’re not my friend anymore.  
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MALE  

Yes. 

INTERVIEWER 

Do you come across people that are like that though, that’s what I’m asking, I’m 

guessing, not in here but, you know –  

MALE 

More of the younger people, people that have just hopped on to social media. 

(FG 13 UK boys) 

 

FEMALE  

I think it’s just their views that gets shares, not like, oh here's my view,  but here's 

the other side as well, but it's just stuff they feel moved on certain subject that gets 

shared.  

FEMALE  

When you see something that's quite controversial, like and I think you react to it 

in yourself, but you never say anything to the actual person 'cause you're like, oh, 

it's their social media. Like they can do what they want, but then I think, you'll have 

that judgment of them anyway, knowing what their views are.  

FEMALE  

I think it's like creating little quarters, you know, because if, let's say that someone 

is Vegetarian or Vegan, you are going to have followers or meat eaters. And this 

person that is being there or being on is not going to follow someone that it's eating 

meat. Yeah, well, I mean so.  

(FG 11 UK girls mainly) 

 

FEMALE 2 

They’re much more loud, like people are more like confident on the internet, 

because they know they are behind the screen and no one’s going to say anything 

to them. 

FACILITATOR 

So the anonymity thing is actually quite important.  Does that behaviour of, go and 

make me a sandwich! Great, that’s why it’s great, have you seen that bleed into day 

to day behaviour? 

FEMALE 

Yep [some agree]. 

FACILITATOR 

OK.  So, some of the values, attitudes and stuff that sit behind that online 

conversation can affect people saying stuff day to day. 

FEMALE 3 

I would have thought that people, because to a certain extent you can’t really get 

embarrassed online.  So if you say something and then somebody comes back at 

you with a good point, you just kind of go like, oh yeah, well it’s kind of just a joke.  

But I’ve been told like in real life the kind of sandwich stuff, get back in the kitchen, 

stuff like that, which I was really surprised, but I wouldn't be as surprised if it was 

online.  But when somebody says it to you in person, it is a bit of a shock, because 

where did they get the audacity kind of thing?  How do you feel brave enough to 

say that to me in front of other people? 

(FG 11 UK, mainly girls) 

 

Q: Do you see assumptions about masculinity? (relates to a meme: Women should 

be fit, know how to cook, have long hair….) 

“I know people on social media who have such beliefs, but they stay with them and 

do not intersect with those who do not have such beliefs. They place a lot of 

importance on the economic aspect”. (FG 9 RO_boy_age 16-18)  
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Cancel culture/ political 

correctness 

 

Cancel culture is when 

someone is going over the 

top and everyone is on to 

them  off, everyone stops 

fillowing them, Dutchavelli for 

example, a rapper, because 

he was a paedophile, he lost 

500K followers. (FG13 UK) 

FG1 with boys in Belgium 

against political correctness 

because you should be able 

to express your opinion freely 

and also make jokes, 

although important to be 

respectful of others! Yet those 

students also in favour of 

removing symbols and status 

of historical slavery.  

FG10 in Romania with girls: 

feels that political correctness 

is very much alive and leads 

to polarisation in everything!  

FG12 UK mixed: Don’t agree 

with cancel culture but with 

condoning behaviour. Cancel 

culture could contribute to 

polarisation.  

People should take 

ownership of what they say or 

did even though in some 

cases it goes back like 10 

years. But concelling that 

person and getting rid of 

her/him doesn’t solve the 

problem. Your reputation 

might be tainted for the rest 

of your life but sometimes 

people get away with it and 

they are back again after a 

month or two.  

But it depends on who gets 

cancelled; men get away with 

it more easily than women, 

and more often done on 

Twitter; with hashtags going 

viral, difficult to crawl back.  

Cancelling creates more 

polarisation as there is no 

proper debate; like herd 

mentality, you just go along 

because everyone does it 

without understanding the 

wider context.  

MALE 

That is when they do something and it’s a bit over the top and everyone is like on 

to them off, trying to cancel it basically. (FG13 UK boys) 

 

FEMALE 2: (…) I think a lot of cancel culture what I’ve seen, is based off social 

influencers who have been exposed for their language like 10 years ago, which I 

agree with, they should take ownership of the fact they've said racist or sexist or 

homophobic language. But whether they should be cancelled and gotten rid of, I 

don't think that solves the issue at hand, but that’s a whole other issue anyway. 

(FG12 UK mixed)  

FEMALE 6 

They just get attacked and just their reputation is completely tainted for the rest of 

their lives, and sometimes people don’t get jobs and don’t get hired to do jobs any 

more. But so many people do get away with it.. Sometimes cancelling can take 

maybe about a month, and then they're back in two months. 

FEMALE 2 

I think it depends who’s being cancelled as well. White men normally, they will be 

cancelled temporarily and then they’ll be back up on their feet in no time. But I 

suppose gen- I think Twitter is normally a key place of cancelling, so hashtags will 

circulate and become viral, which will then encourage. Because, I don't have Twitter 

but I believe it can start a sort of conversation almost. So it’s a place of like they 

basically get bullied as well away from it all as opposed to healthily acknowledging 

someone has done something wrong and then let’s work out a way that they can 

be punished for it as they should be, I think, but not in the way that I think cancelling 

does ... 

FEMALE 7 

Just something else on that is what will often happen as well is maybe like a week 

later the influencer or whoever is under scrutiny will release and apology video and 

then that is, sometimes it’s very difficult because obviously you have a lot of people 

saying, “That’s not genuine and it’s so scripted.” And I think it becomes very difficult 

to claw back any ... It’s difficult because once someone has that reputation or those 

kind of things associated with them, even when they apologise whether it’s genuine 

or not, it doesn't really hold much value. So, yes, that’s just what happens from their 

end, so it’s a bit of a difficult one. (FG 12 UK girls) 

INTERVIEWER 2 

So are you kind of saying it’s a really unhealthy way of dealing with conflict and it 

maybe creates more social polarisation? 

FEMALE 2 

Because no one’s being educated in it, and I think for problems to now continue, or 

people to understand why something is a problem, I think education should be the 

core factor there. But cancelling someone and just everyone going, “This is awful, 

we get rid of it.” Maybe the people who are starting that might understand why it’s 

wrong, and so I appreciate that. But the gener- like the very young- well, not even 

just the young people because it isn’t just young people who might not know, loads 

of people won’t know, who are then just then being engulfed by this cancel group 

because it’s also herd mentality as well. People don’t want to be cancelled 

themselves, so then they're afraid to even maybe question it. So then it’s just, “Let’s 

so with the cancelling,” and then no one even understands why they're cancelling, 

but it’s because what everyone was doing. (FG 12 UK mixed) 

FEMALE 

– is so fast growing, like scarily, and people will post , you know – people will edit it 

out, they’ll put it on TikTok or Instagram, and then things on TikTok go so viral so 

quickly, before you know it in five minutes there's thousands of comments, and 

then that’s how [Crosstalk 00:36:20] 

INTERVIEWER 1  

So it kind of intensifies it, TikTok intensifies stuff [Crosstalk 00:36:20] 
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People will take things out of 

context, edit videos to the 

bare minimum and it spreads 

quickly.  

If you commit a crime you go 

to jail and when you are out 

your punishment is 

completed, but with cancel 

culture you are shutting 

people out completely form 

never returning. (FG 12 UK) 

Need to give people space to 

grow up and learn. Cancel 

culture doesn’t allow for the 

fact that we are learning and 

that we make mistakes.  

Also queerbatting, queer 

person more likely to be 

critiqued and cancelled  

FEMALE 

Yes. And then like [female name 2] said, I didn't watch the whole podcast, I saw that 

on TikTok and it’s like a 10-second clip and then obviously it’s not like what it portray 

any more situation, and then cancel culture can just spread so fast with that. It’s 

almost everyone’s, it’s being shared a million times, and then yes .. 

NTERVIEWER 1  

Because how have [Unintelligible 00:36:46] ages ago, then you put it down again. 

[Laughter] Sort of notes to the – 

MALE 1 

I feel like for me at least it’s difficult when if you commit, like, a crime, you go to jail 

and you go to jail and you get prosecuted and you come out and then you can get 

a job, you can carry on with your life and you've served your time. Whereas now 

with cancel culture, although that hasn’t been a long thing, it just does feel like 

you're just shutting people out completely from never returning, you know. I think 

for me at least there's that thing of managing how you punish someone for doing 

something bad without completely bunking them off for the rest –  

(FR 12 UK mixed) 

FEMALE 8 

I think it just shuts the audience conversation ultimately like social media, because 

you can’t – unlike, if thousands and thousands of people are joining this 

conversation, you can’t be having a dialogue or back and forth, it’s just like, “I agree, 

I agree, or I disagree.” 

FEMALE 3 

Basically there's no space for, people are always going to make mistakes and I think 

if you're someone that needs to learn about the world and, for example, learn 

about social justice, you're going to make mistakes along the way to get to that 

point, no one’s perfect. And it’s a thing of even when people are finding tweets of 

these celebrities when they were 13 that said a bad word, it’s like yes, they shouldn't 

have said it, but they were also 13 and maybe didn't really know what it meant. And 

it’s like I understand that obviously there are some things that can cause a lot of 

harm and they might have caused harm to people, but as long as you acknowledge 

that and then know why it was wrong and move forward, that’s a journey that 

everyone wants to be on and I think should be on. It’s not about being like, “You're 

shit.” Some people grow up in environments where they're just not taught about 

these things, and it’s more out of ignorance than it is out of harm. When it is actively 

out of harm, then you can call it about your shit basically.  

But a lot of the time it is kind of like people just don’t know things and we’re always 

learning together, we’re never going to get it right. But cancel culture doesn't allow 

for that, and then people, yes, just are, they're kind of labelled with this one thing. 

(FG 12 UK mixed) 

FEMALE 6  

Yes, there's a really interesting thing going on about queerbaiting and that means 

basically –  

INTERVIEWER 1 

Queerbaiting? 

FEMALE 6 

Yes. That basically means an artist like Billie Eilish is regarded as part of the queer 

community and is often regarded as queer but she hadn’t really defined it until 

recently or whatever. And certain people of the community were angry that she’s 

actually a straight girl posing as a ... And there's just different, I don't want to offer 

an opinion that I haven't even formed yet. But then there's also people like Harry 

Styles who’s wearing these flamboyant things, wearing dresses and stuff, and that’s 

praised. Then there's this girl who’s just doing her own thing and she’s getting 

bashed for it. But then also Harry Styles is a white man and he was the first person 

to wear a dress on the cover of Vogue, he’s worn dresses on red carpets. And Billy 

Porter, who’s a massive-massive legend and gay icon, has said, “I have been doing 
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this for years. I have been wearing heels on the red carpet. I have done this forever, 

but because I am a black man and I’m also old, you've never ever recognised that, 

ever.” Then all Harry Styles went for him, and it just … 

(…)  

FEMALE 8 

I feel like beauty with women comes a lot into it in terms of like Molly-Mae is 

polarising in herself, or like these female figures who get bashed. They're also 

adored and people envy them and people want to be like them, so there's this real 

dichotomy. I think people love them because they want the lifestyle, they want to 

buy Molly-Mae and her brand. They want to look like her, they want her husband, 

they want her whatever. [Laughter] But then at the same time they will jump at a 

chance to hate her because that I think validates them. It’s like, “Oh, but she’s a 

horrible person.” I think it’s easier when they're a beauty icon or that kind of image 

portrayal. It’s like an easy target for the masses essentially, more so than a man 

who I just don’t think would be under the same scrutiny. (FG 12 UK mixed 

Online-offline identity 

 

Social media is like a different 

part of life, there is real life 

and then there is something 

else! 

 

Flashing with cars and money 

on social media and in real life 

they will live with their mum 

and drive a Corsa.  

It’s an attraction, they want to 

be liked  and be popular,  

Young kids who just popped 

on to social media are like 

that but also big men 

They do it because they don’t 

like who they are in real life. 

(FG13 men UK) 

 

People more open online and 

express hatred towards other 

groups because it’s 

anonymous (see notes on 

anonymity ) 

 

Accepted that people have a 

different profile online so 

they are not always judged by 

that but you will still form an 

idea about that person based 

on their posts.  

Wouldn’t be able to judge 

from their look what their 

convictions are, but online 

people are much more loud 

and confident because they 

are hiding behind a screen.  

You can’t get really 

embarrassed for what you 

say online (!)  

MALE 

Social media, it’s like a different part of life.  Some people have a real life and then 

they have a social media life.   

MALE 

Yes, because they will be one way in real life and then online they’ll be something 

else. 

MALE  

How you portray yourself on social media will be different than in real life.   

MALE 

Most of the time you have people stunting money and cars and stuff, and then you 

see them in real life and they’re driving a Corsa and they’re still living at their mum’s 

house.  

MALE 

Something like that, or even like the way people behave.  They try to say they’re 

something else but they’re not.  Something like that. 

(…)  

INTERVIEWER 

So, why do we think people do that? 

MALE 

Well, it’s the attraction isn’t it. 

INTERVIEWER 

Genuinely I don’t know that’s why I’m asking.  

MALE 

[Overtalking 00:25:03] something like that, it makes people like them as well.  

There’s an attraction.   

INTERVIEWER 

So, it’s about attracting people, it’s about getting – so is there some sort of cache, 

some sort of goal, something which is – so there might be something about 

attracting members of the opposite sex.  Money?  Yes? 

MALE 

It gives them more followers, so they want more importance with people.  

INTERVIEWER 

Do you know people who get really freaked by the number of followers they have 

if they don’t have that many? 

MALE 

No, it’s just a different level of –  

MALE 

If that’s someone you know and they’re your friends –  

MALE  

They’re not my friend anymore.  

MALE  
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They wouldn’t dare to say the 

same think to me face-to-face  

 

(FG 11 UK mainly girls) 

 

Easier for boys to tell women 

how to behave online but not 

face to face. Although you 

also hear it on school grounds 

(FG 2 BE_girls)   

 

In relation to racisms; online 

the views are definitely more 

divided, people got a skewed 

view especially when it comes 

to religion (FG 11 UK) 

Yes. 

INTERVIEWER 

Do you come across people that are like that though, that’s what I’m asking, I’m 

guessing, not in here but, you know –  

MALE 

More of the younger people, people that have just hopped on to social media. 

INTERVIEWER 

So, what sort of age are we talking then? 

MALE 

Year 7s.  

INTERVIEWER 

So, that’s really quite young that.   

MALE 

Like 12/13.   

MALE 

They care too much about social media.   

INTERVIEWER 

I missed that, sorry pal. 

MALE 

Big men do it too.  

INTERVIEWER 

Big men do it, go on, explain.  

MALE  

Big men do it as well, isn’t it.   

INTERVIEWER 

When you say big men you mean adults? 

MALE 

Yes. 

INTERVIEWER 

So, adult men do it to kind of make themselves look – 

FEMALE  

Bigger. 

INTERVIEWER 

Bigger, more special.   

MALE  

Get just like a good name [unintelligible 00:26:38].  

INTERVIEWER 

So, they’re portraying a certain lifestyle and pretending to be a certain thing, but 

that would be completely different from how they are in real life.  

MALE 

Yes.  

INTERVIEWER 

OK, so there’s that sort of online identity and then there’s the real life identity. But 

most of you guys are saying here that that doesn’t really – that’s not you.   

MALE 

No. 

INTERVIEWER 

You are just you online.   

MALE 

So, at the end of the day it doesn’t actually matter, it doesn’t matter what number 

is on your Instagram or Snapchat.  

MALE  

I’m a dickhead online and in person.   

INTERVIEWER 

You’re probably happier doing that though.  Yes.   

MALE 
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I don’t care.  

INTERVIEWER 

So, what is it – why do you think some people are so different online? 

MALE  

Because they don’t like who they are in real life.  

MALE  

Competition.  People like to try and be better than other people, do you know what 

I mean? But a lot of people in today’s culture, Year 7s and 8s, you’ll see them online 

and everything, just because they want to be something that they’re not.   

INTERVIEWER 

That’s interesting, because that’s not come up in previous conversations but the 

idea that that’s – that could influence, stuff they’re seeing online could influence the 

way they behave in real life.  

MALE 

A lot of the younger generation now they listen to all those rappers and all the drill 

songs and everything, and they get –  

MALE 

They think it’s the thing to do. 

MALE  

So, it turns them into gang life and everything.  You will see kids with knives and 

that trying to rob people.  It’s just stupid. (FG 13 UK boys) 

FEMALE  

I think it’s just their views that gets shares, not like, oh here's my view,  but here's 

the other side as well, but it's just stuff they feel moved on certain subject that gets 

shared.  

FEMALE  

When you see something that's quite controversial, like and I think you react to it 

in yourself, but you never say anything to the actual person 'cause you're like, oh, 

it's their social media. Like they can do what they want, but then I think, you'll have 

that judgment of them anyway, knowing what their views are.  

FEMALE  

I think it's like creating little quarters, you know, because if, let's say that someone 

is Vegetarian or Vegan, you are going to have followers or meat eaters. And this 

person that is being there or being on is not going to follow someone that it's eating 

meat. Yeah, well, I mean so.  (FG11 UK) 

 

FEMALE 2 

They’re much more loud, like people are more like confident on the internet, 

because they know they are behind the screen and no one’s going to say anything 

to them. (FG 11 UK) 

FEMALE 3 

I would have thought that people, because to a certain extent you can’t really get 

embarrassed online.  So if you say something and then somebody comes back at 

you with a good point, you just kind of go like, oh yeah, well it’s kind of just a joke.  

But I’ve been told like in real life the kind of sandwich stuff, get back in the kitchen, 

stuff like that, which I was really surprised, but I wouldn't be as surprised if it was 

online.  But when somebody says it to you in person, it is a bit of a shock, because 

where did they get the audacity kind of thing?  How do you feel brave enough to 

say that to me in front of other people?(FG 11 UK) 

 

FEMALE 1 

I feel like there’s definitely, there’s more of that online, definitely, especially 

recently, just like in the past few years, just like you look at like You Tube comments 

and things like that, it’s like oh my gosh, are you actually saying that?  Like it’s 

unbelievable and I feel like that one’s definitely more divided, because people have 
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got like really skewed views, especially about religion.  People have got really 

skewed views about religion and yeah, I feel that one’s more controversial. (FG 11) 

“I think that it’s easy for boys or men to talk about women [and] how they should 

dress, how they should act… its easier for them to spread…or communicate with 

other men who think so to, and it’s difficult for women to stop that online. Face-to-

face… its hard for a woman to talk back because if she says something very harsh, 

there’s a big change he will hurt her psychically.” (FG: Females/Speaker 

1/Antwerp/16-19). 

 

When asked where the students saw this occurring (online or offline), the 

participants said that they saw this type of opinion online, but also to a high degree 

in their school.(FG2 BE girls) 

Social justice 

 

FG 13 boys: Talk openly and 

critically about racism in a 

group with Asians, black and 

white boys, in fact it’s the 

white boys that start off the 

discussion and acknowledge 

that there is A LOT of racism. 

They experience it online and 

often they do it openly, it’s not 

anonymous. Racism related 

to colour and religion.    

Racism in football 

 

FR1 Belgium: The boys –

mainly Muslims- also 

acknowledge that there is a 

lot of racism online, mainly 

against Muslim, black people, 

everyone.  

FG11 UK: talked about racism 

in relation to polarisation and 

that it’s a topic where people 

feel strongly about it, either 

expressing racist sentiments 

or being outspokenly against 

it.  

Social environment 

(influenced by family values, 

upbringing) and online 

environment . 

 

Racism is being taken much 

more seriously, people can’t 

get away with it as easily, 

would be taken much more 

seriously if somebody is 

racist.  

 

Young people don’t recognise 

the sings of anti-semitism 

anymore; but that is more 

confined to antisocial justice 

INTERVIEWER 

So genuine question here, in terms of experiences of social media like that have 

quite a few of you seen stuff which is racist?  

MALE 

Yes. 

INTERVIEWER 

What sort of, this might be a really daft question, but what are the forms of racism 

that it takes, is it about colour, is it about – 

MALE 

Most of the time it’s colour and religion. 

INTERVIEWER 

Colour and religion, so anti-Islamist, stuff like that? 

MALE  

It was bad after the [unintelligible 00:15:13].  People calling you Muslims.  On their 

Instagram posts calling them –  

MALE  

Like using a monkey emoji on some posts.  [Unintelligible 00:15:30].  

(FG13 UK boys) 

 

“Most of the time there is racism online. It is easy to see racism against Muslim, 

black people, everyone.” (FG Males, J., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). (FG1 boys (mainly 

Muslim boys) ) 

MALE 1 

And politics, so how different views, we also said racism as well, because that’s quite 

a, well, broad, with many people with either like not much of a view on it, a very 

strong view like, not for racism, but to stop it basically, because it’s wrong, and a 

strong view that there’s still a lot of people who are racist within society.  But that 

can be due to them being brought up into it through like other traditional 

viewpoints. 

FACILITATOR 

So there’s a combination there, tell me if I’m right or wrong in terms of what you’re 

saying; that you’ve got the social environment as well as the online environment.  

So if you’re in a certain social environment which picked up on the thing around 

families, you were growing up in, around the previous [** 00:57:20] we were 

discussing, and so that could be an influence.  Can that influence what you’re 

looking at?  Is that what you’re suggesting there or are you receiving it maybe? 

MALE 1 

Well if you link it to like being online and stuff, it kind of links to how some people 

don’t really have much of a view on it, but then they can see certain things or hear 

certain things online that they then think, oh I’ll repeat that because.  It kind of links 

to like You Tube and people watching videos and stuff, because some people throw 

out their random stupid views against others that they might see as humorous, but 

not realise like the consequences of it.  And then if you get younger people who are 

watching that, and they might think that it’s an interesting thing or a good thing just 
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groups .. have not seen it 

around my age  

 

Boys drawing signs of 

swastikas after they watched 

the film about holocaust.  

 

Anti-Semitism exists in a 

subtle way 

In our generation we are 

more woke, aware of social 

justice issues. Being woke can 

be used in a negative way as 

well, those people might call 

you a snowflake because you 

melt/get offended so quickly. 

But it means being aware of 

stuff like racism . 

People feel intimidated by 

woke people and are scared 

of it whereas being aware of 

social justice issues is about 

promoting equality to ensure 

that everyone gets on with 

each other; it’s about 

accepting everyone but older 

people sometimes gets upset 

about it and they complain 

about young people being on 

the streets and not doing 

anything. 

A lot of performative activism; 

where people speak out 

about discrimination online 

but go on to bully people 

when they come to school.  

(FG 11 UK girls mainly)  

Online discussions remain 

shallow and performative, 

better to have real life 

discussions. (FG12 mixed uni) 

from, not interesting but like they then watch it, and a group of them will watch it, 

and then they’ll share that viewpoint by thinking that it’s humorous, because 

they’ve not seen the actual consequences or understood it.  And then it kind of just 

evokes them to then bring it into like their own friendship groups and stuff, and 

then it just creates a completely different like view on it, rather than the view that 

they should have on it. 

(FG11 UK) 

 

FEMALE 1 

I feel like there’s definitely, there’s more of that online, definitely, especially 

recently, just like in the past few years, just like you look at like You Tube comments 

and things like that, it’s like oh my gosh, are you actually saying that?  Like it’s 

unbelievable and I feel like that one’s definitely more divided, because people have 

got like really skewed views, especially about religion.  People have got really 

skewed views about religion and yeah, I feel that one’s more controversial. 

FEMALE 4   

I think it depends on your area as well, like where you live offline as well, because 

a working class area, a lot of people are uneducated, so they don’t have the 

education behind immigration, things like that, so they just think, they hear 

immigration or they see it in a newspaper and think right, it’s bad, like they’re all 

bad people, because they haven't got the right education or different religions [** 

01:01:49]. 

FEMALE 5 

I also think there’s a lot more activism now recently for Islam.  I think that’s because 

like usually when you think of racism, I think it used to be like just aimed at the 

black community, but now I think it’s like been took into consideration that it’s not 

just that, and that there is a lot of like anti-Islam as well.  So you see a lot of people 

like sharing that say on their Instagram story or like just to let more people know 

that it is happening I think. 

FACILITATOR 

What about anti-Semitism?  Do people pick up on that?  Is that something which is 

shared a lot? 

FEMALE 1 

In young people, not really, but I feel like young people don’t really know, like 

recognise the signs of anti-Semitism as much, because it’s like, it’s quite like 

historical, like it’s not me saying it it’s not there anymore, because it absolutely is, 

but I feel like that’s more kind of like confined to the antisocial justice groups or like 

the, I don’t think I’ve ever had someone my age make a joke, like an anti-Semitist 

joke.  I don’t think I’ve seen it around my age. 

(…)  

FEMALE 1 

Oh yeah actually, yeah, they were sat with the drawings, definitely yeah.  You see 

like people, especially boys, drawing swastikas everywhere.  But it’s like really like 

an edgy thing. 

FEMALE 2 

But they don’t think it’s bad.  They just think it’s a joke. 

FEMALE 1 

Exactly, they think it’s a joke. 

(…) 

FACILITATOR 

Which, going back to your pipeline, kind of, so that could potentially be entry point 

stuff. 

FEMALE 1 

I think anti-Semitism as well is very like subtle and normalised, and people don’t 

pick up on it, like caricatures in films, in cartoons, and people don’t notice that it’s 

a harmful and just really bad caricature of like that sort of thing. 
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(FG 11 UK) 

 

FEMALE 2 

Yeah, kind of, like I’ve seen people say like, “Oh I’m going to rip your hijab off”, stuff 

like that, but – 

FACILITATOR 

As a joke? 

FEMALE 2 

Yeah, as a joke and like with stuff like that, so basically I’m going to tell you a story.  

So there was this one time when there was this guy.  He said something.  I don’t 

remember exactly what he said but it was racist and it was Islamophobic, and these 

guys beat him up [laughs].  They beat him up, but I think the reason that they did 

that and they didn’t go tell like a teacher, is because I feel like in our generation, like 

we’re more woke, like we understand racism and stuff like that, but I feel like they 

thought that if they told the teacher that they would like, they wouldn't get enough, 

they wouldn't get ostracised enough.  

(FG 11 UK) 

 

FEMALE 2 

That's I like, you know how they were saying before that people, because they post 

pictures of like feminist crime, they’re like calling them a snowflake, like why are 

you getting so mad sort of thing. 

FACILITATOR 

So I’m just going to do a response to that.  The reason why I was surprised that you 

used it, right, is that, and I’ll be clear, I agree with your usage, right, but I’ve also 

heard people use it as an insult. 

FEMALE 1 

On social media, I think the most [** 01:06:52] an insult is when like a TV show or 

a game or some type of company or like a movie incorporates some sort of social 

justice aspect, and they use this phrase, what is it?  Like go woke, go broke, which 

basically means – 

FACILITATOR 

Oh I’ve not heard that. 

FEMALE 1 

Have you not heard it?  It basically means like people aren't going to like pay to 

watch that movie or pay to watch that TV show because it has social justice 

elements, because people want like a sort of escapism in TV.  They don’t want to be 

like burdened with the issues of social justice if you will.  So I feel that’s definitely 

how it’s been used to like, but I feel like it’s a very select group of people, because 

most people will watch it anyway.  Like it’s definitely just used as an insult in that 

rare respect.  

FACILITATOR 

So you guys haven't heard the term woke being used as an insult? 

FEMALE 

No. 

FEMALE 4 

I have but I feel like it’s specifically like older people think it’s worse.  I just mean like 

– 

FACILITATOR 

People like me [laughter]. 

FEMALE 4  

No, but people from like older generations think that it’s like more detrimental than 

it actually is.  John Cleese tweeted the other day, because he’s doing research for a 

documentary about like how woke everyone is now, and how comedy and stuff has 

changed.  But I feel like people are scared about it when they shouldn’t be, because 

it’s just making things easier for everybody to get along with each other.  I feel like 
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it’s been taken way out of what it is when it’s just really about equality and 

promoting basically everyone being nice to each other.  Like older people who 

complain about it, because I think it is more, I don’t – 

FACILITATOR 

[Unintelligible 01:08:34] no but it sounds good, older people complaining about you 

being nice. 

FEMALE 4  

Yeah and as well it’s ironic, because they’re constantly going on about how the 

younger generations are always out on the street, but when we try and stand up 

for something that we believe is kind of like justice, then they get, I do feel like 

people are getting more upset about people being woke than they should be, 

because it’s just about people accepting everyone. 

FACILITATOR 

Absolutely.  OK.  So that’s a really interesting observation I think because, and I 

think my experience of it has been absolutely as you described it, that it’s older 

people who use it as an insult, but it’s not something, is it a term that would be 

commonly in use amongst your peer group? 

FEMALE 2 

I feel like the only possibly negative thing that I can think about is like performative 

activism.  So I know a lot of girls that’ll be like, oh be kind to others, and then they 

bully people when they come to school. 

FACILITATOR 

But presumably they could be also doing that online.  Be kind, be nice, be nice, but 

look at her.  Yeah, so it’s got that angle to it as well.  I just want to share a bunch of 

images if I can.  But I just want to check with you before I do whether you have 

come across, do you know Pepe the Frog?  Yeah? 

(FG11 UK) 

 

FEMALE: (…)I don't really know how productive you can be having conversations on 

social media because I don't think there's enough nuance. I think it was like last 

year they started posting a lot about Palestine and what was happening, this stuff 

is so complex, and it’s been going on for years and you can’t just put information 

and history of the conflict into one post because you actually need to go to read 

about it [Crosstalk 00:57:48] and read articles. It’s impossible to be like, “Oh, yeah, 

this is wrong,” and repost it. It’s like what does that mean?  

FEMALE  

It’s really performative, isn't it? 

FEMALE 3 

It’s really performative, yes, and it ends up I don't think being a very effective way 

of having the conversations, and like what [female name 4] was saying, it’s just way 

better to have it in person. (FG 12 mixed uni) 

 

 

Gaming 

 

Belgium FG with boys (FG1) 

use gaming sites such as 

Twitch, Discord and Stream. 

Acknowledge that there are 

some extremists people but 

very much a minority. Racist 

symbols and comments 

during gaming but it’s just a 

joke. But in the 

recommendation they 

suggests that more gender 

Regarding far-right extremism, almost all students confirmed the presence of its 

supporters in many forums and channels that they regularly visit like “Reddit”, 

“4chan”, “8chan”, including those platforms exploited by gamers to start live 

sessions of gaming for their followers, like “Twitch”, “Discord” and “Steam”. In 

particular, one student attends all these platforms and forums. 

Racist comments, especially against black people, and Nazi symbols are very 

popular there and appear in a very clear way without any kind of embarrassment. 

Despite this statement, pupils think that these people represent a minority. In their 

opinion, only a few influencers could be really extremists and so spread an 

extremist political ideology. The rest of the users only think that it could be fun. It 

is only a game for them. Only one student thinks that these messages are 

sometimes aimed at offending and attacking people and sometimes just aimed at 

having fun. 



 

115 
 

PA

GE  

\* 

ME

RG

EF

OR

M

AT

2 

equality and LGBTQI+ 

awareness 

training/education is needed 

given the type of 

conversations/exchanges on 

those gaming platforms! (FG1 

BE) 

 

Gaming platforms are not like 

any other social media 

platforms because they are 

completely nasty. You don’t 

get to talk much. Not much 

positive talking, a lot of  

swearing and insult . 

Very intense yelling but not 

threatening because you use 

your paly station account, 

they don’t know anything 

about you whereas with 

Facebook they would see 

your real face and nam 

(FG12 UK, uni_boy) 

“I think it could be much important in a game, let’s say. Just to accuse, it is a game! 

For instance, on “Call of Duty” [a videogame where it is possible to play online also 

with unknown people] if the other is killing me, I am getting mad (and I tell him bad 

comments] but he is laughing [Student wanted to say “joking or kidding”], he is 

enjoying himself because he is winning. [Referring to D., another student, and 

laughing] I would say to him: «you are Kurd, you do not have to take an arm». I 

would make him upset because he would get mad, he would be not concentrated 

and cannot play in that way.” (FG Males, S., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

“There are some people that believe in what they say. Maybe they say these things 

[during the game] just to bother you, but they believe in it.” (FG Males, D., 

Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

“You can see noises symbols, Islamist symbols that could be racist.” (FG Males, D., 

Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

“Most of the time there is racism online. It is easy to see racism against Muslim, 

black people, everyone.” (FG Males, J., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

“There are some people who influence their followers so that they also believe in it 

[referring to extremism] and spread it on the net.” (FG Males, D., Antwerp/Belgium, 

16-19). 

“[I am used to going on “Reddit”, “4chan”, “8chan”, etc] just for memes. […] All kinds 

of memes.” (FG Males, J., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

In terms of insights to take into consideration, it could be useful to provide better 

education on LGBTQI+ rights and gender equality as well as far-right and racism in 

the gaming dimension.  (FG 1 BE boys) 

MALE 2 

OK, I don't think it is like other social medias, first of all because it’s completely 

nasty, I think, [laughter] and not a lot of people choose to talk on video game 

platforms. I don’t a lot of the time unless I’m doing it for a laugh. A lot of the people 

who are vocal on social media are children, by the sounds of it, and they're saying 

things like – because games are competitive normally. I’m mostly on Call of Duty 

and you’ll get other ones like Fortnite and among us it’s competitive. And what 

people are saying mostly is like, “Oh, you're shit. You're not even good. Stop 

camping.” They're just criticising, that’s all it is. I once got one comment which said 

something like, “Oh, you’ll get them next time,” and I was so surprised, I was like, 

this never happens. Who ... You don’t get positive comments, it’s not normally – 

(…)  

I suppose it is a social media. And it’s not something that I would ever put anything 

personal on ever. And there's not a lot of details on it so I never feel threatened. 

You do also receive some threatening stuff quite a lot of the time. You can imagine 

comments about like your mum and stuff. [Laughter] It happens quite a lot of time 

in the living room.  

MALE 1 

Mortal Kombat, and it’s like very intense yelling – 

MALE 2  

But is that a form of sludging rather than, because you’re in a competitive context 

so it’s being used to sludge, to put you off your game the way that they do in cricket 

and the way that they do in rugby rather than it being a definite personal attack. 

Because they don't know you and they don’ know your mum, so it’s more, so it’s so 

different from other social medias because you're not going to take it personally. 

Because if someone said that to me on Facebook, I’d be like, right, they've seen 

what I look like, they've seen information about me and they're saying this to me, 

and they can see who my friends are, and all this. Whereas on my PlayStation 

account they don't know anything about me and, like you say, they're obviously just 

doing it just to be competitive and aggressive. So it’s nothing that I’ve ever found 

threatening or upsetting in any way.  (FG 12 UK mixed) 

FEMALE 2 
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No, I was going to say what’s interesting is, my gaming wasn’t Call of Duty, I was a 

diehard Minecraft, [laughter] but I was on Discord which is now also used at uni 

just as normal communication, but when I was on it, it was mostly just for gamers 

and that you would have a name which wasn’t even – probably you didn't even use 

your own name. Your gamer name on the actual game isn’t your name anyway. So 

it’s already so anonymous.  

But when you're having calls where you can hear your voices, I think what’s 

interesting is that they didn't even know what I looked like but because I’m a female 

and normally you’d be in chats with, like you're the only girl, it’s interesting here 

how the language differs. But also – what was my point ...? I did a VR model last 

term, [male name 1] and I did, and we – (FG 12 mixed uni) 

Gaming, humour, irony, parody as pathways to radicalisation 

The issue of gaming as a factor within the radicalisation process was only 

mentioned by one of the participants as a way for people to share conspiracy 

theories/radical points of view, but it was not addressed as a significant issue. (FG2 

BE girls) 

 

Difference between social 

media platforms 

 

Uses Telegram for a political 

group on Palestine because 

it’s encrypted and What’s app 

for chats with friends.  

 

Facebook for boomers,  

Snapchat most popular (FG 

13 UK boys) 

Conversation disappears 

after 24 hours.  

TikTok and Insatgram and 

YouTube also popular among 

this group but not so much 

twitter ((FG 13 UK boys) 

This is opposite to older 

cohort at uni (FG12) who 

didn’t use snapchat and were 

using twitter 

 

More on in in the node but 

not that relevant 

 

FEMALE 3 

I do have Telegram because I’m done activist groups because they always use 

WhatsApp because it’s more censored just in case of when you're organising and 

stuff. (FG 12 uni mixed) 

 

 

 

Regarding far-right extremism, almost all students confirmed the presence of its 

supporters in many forums and channels that they regularly visit like “Reddit”, 

“4chan”, “8chan”, including those platforms exploited by gamers to start live 

sessions of gaming for their followers, like “Twitch”, “Discord” and “Steam”. In 

particular, one student attends all these platforms and forums. (FG 1 BE boys) 
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Node Memo Gender 
Nodes and brief summaries  Quotes 

Women put down/stereotypes on 

women/offensive 

FG 13 UK boys group. When talking 

about Incels and that they are 

described as men hating women 

and being anti-feminist and hate 

women, one boy said that there is 

always going to be hate towards 

women and that there is sexist 

stuff. Although, he adds that it 

depends on how you see it, as a lot 

of people (women) are easily 

offended and are snowflakes! 

FG10 RO girls reflecting on 

prejudice against women:  

On a TikTok video women were 

associate with video chats (sex 

work) as this is the only way 

women can make money.  

Have the impression that if you are 

doing well then it’s because of sex 

videos.   

Young girls or women working as a 

model are seen as stupid; negative 

stereotyping of such people  

When getting good grades co-

students assumed that the teacher 

had given her extra lessons. 

Experienced envy from other girls 

in the class. 

Roma girl teased for being ‘so 

smart’ during summer camp by 

teachers.  

Sexist memes common (Castro 

meme: Why Castro was forgotten 

by women, because he was 

faithful) implying that women don’t 

deserve being treated well? Or that 

they are not loyal and are not 

interested in honest and loyal 

guys. The girls argue that such 

memes are common and that 

many believe have such 

perceptions on women. Have 

friends who think like that. At 

school misogynist experts in a 

novel defended by teacher for 

being historical but discussions 

about it shut down in class.  (FG10 

RO girls)  

Common to blame women, maybe 

it’s easier to blame them.  (FG9 RO 

boys)  

Women put down/stereotypes on women/offensive: Quotes 

INTERVIEWER 

Again, this is along similar lines, stuff which might appear to be like anti-

women, you talk about anti-feminist, but anti-women, stuff which is like 

saying they hate women. 

 

MALE 

Yes, there’s always going to be stuff like that.  There’s always going to be hate 

towards women.   

 

INTERVIEWER 

Hate towards people, but have you come across it?  I’m seeing a lot of 

shaking of heads here.  

 

MALE 

There’s sexist ones, sexist things, but it’s not [unintelligible 00:23:14].  It 

depends how you see it; a lot of people are snowflakes nowadays.  

 

Translation form Romania: Why Castro was forgotten by women, because 

he was faithful 

 
Q: Have you seen stuff like this? 

 

“Excessive”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

“The world normalizes them or even believes in stereotypes”. (RO_girl_age 

16-18) 

“In my group, we were left with people who still preferred these remarks or 

rude classifications of how girls or women act”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

 

“Discussing a novel by a Romanian author, there were misogynistic 

comments that many boys agreed with”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

Q: Are there any debates? Is it approached in class? 

“It has not been discussed; they are very normalized. That's what the writer 

wrote, there is no need to comment. These were the times”. (RO10_girl_age 

16-18) 

 

Anti-gender quality, anti-feminist and anti- LGTBQI+ sentiments/ideology 

 

The group made out of girls responded positive when asked if they have 

seen or encountered extremist viwes on gender. “Excessive” (Mara, Women 

FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 

 Many related to hearing jokes or comments stemming from judgement or 

faced criticism based on stereotypes.  

For example, looking at a meme on the videochat stereotype linked with 

women and economic stability, many answered that: 

“I see them a lot in class. They are not even aware, but they make jokes and 

claims only to be popular. They just laugh. Sex jokes with marxosexists are 

very common”. (Andreea, Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18) 
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FG9 Romania, boys: one boy 

criticises tendencies to 

dehumanise the women who are 

working in video chat although he 

thinks it is ‘unethical’ to do such a 

work.   

Misogynist views common says 

one boy; these are men who think 

they are better than women.  The 

most common form of misogyny is 

through jokes, which gets round a 

lot until a girl intervenes.  (FG9 RO 

boys).   

Some people think it’s ‘edgy’ or 

cool to make fun of people who 

speak out about social justice 

issues. It’s a minority group but 

common more among 13-15 when 

they are exposed to social justice 

content on the internet for the first 

time.   

But some people just don’t grow 

out of it. The 13-15 years first time 

unfiltered access to the internet 

with no parental control; it’s like 

being a bit rebellious, they get to 

stand out and get to have a bit of 

control (FG11 UK). 

Social Justice issues includes 

feminism which is the most 

controversial one, LGBT themes, 

issues around mental illness  

Pick me girls… hyper femininity 

and hyper masculinity; girls who 

want to show that they are not like 

the other girls but obedient, 

submissive, appealing to certain 

type of boys/men who in a way 

want a motherly, domestic 

women. Such people also 

homophobic and racist perhaps to 

assert their domination. 

This behaviour deeply ingrained, 

difficult to change. Type of role 

models within family important. If 

you have powerful women in hour 

family you are more likely to reject 

such femininities… 

Best to ignore it.  

But even in you ignore it still has an 

impact on you, it’s there on the 

back of your mind.  

It’s the male gaze society in 

general. Even as a gay woman I feel 

the pressure; deeply ingrained, in 

“I have the impression that some people think that if you are a woman and 

you are doing well it’s because you can use your body and get where you 

want”. (Mihaela, Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18) 

“After I came to high school, the conversation has changed. We used to laugh 

at them but now I feel different about these jokes. There was a situation on 

TV where a woman said she was going to work as a hostess in Italy and 

immediately the discussion went somewhere else, ex. to her working in the 

sex business”. (Oana, Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 

The sexist or extreme views and comments seem to be expressed, in their 

view, predominatly on social media. 

“A lot on social media. I saw on tiktok when a national celebrity matched a 

woman with money with a video chat profession. I mean, a woman can only 

make money this way”.(Mara, Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 

“We see a lot on social media and it affects us and it is so untrue” (Mihaela, 

Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18) 

“The world normalizes them or even believes in stereotypes. In my group, 

we were left with people who still preferred these remarks or rude 

classifications of how girls or women act”. (Andreea, Women FG, Cluj-

Napoca/RO, 16-18). (FG 10 RO girls) 

 

Q: Do you think there is a narrative of blaming women?  

 

“Maybe so because it's easier to blame.” (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

Where does it come from? Out of hatred, I see how easy it is to make money 

doing something unethical and they don't agree when women work on this 

and earn a lor and they don't earn as much. It seems to me that when 

someone thinks about video chat, they are not thinking about that person, 

but about an abstract idea on the internet and a misconception without 

thinking that it is more about that person”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) (FG 9 RO 

boys) 

 

“I know many who are misogynistic or have questionable opinions about 

women. Men who overestimate themselves compared to women”. 

(RO_boy_age 16-18) 

 

Q: Have you witnessed misogyny? 

“Maybe more in the context of a joke”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

“It is usually allowed to pass unnoticed unless the girl has an intervention”. 

(RO_boy_age 16-18) 

“It depends on everyone's perspective. If it is not taken seriously and the girl 

is not affected, it is not considered. If the girl is affected action is taken”. 

(RO_boy_age 16-18) 

 

FEMALE  

I feel like to a point, there's people that definitely hold that view, but actually 

think that they're in the minority and they're probably influencing a lot of 

people, like I see a lot of people, especially I see a lot of people age 13 to 15, 

where they have a phase where they are like exposed to this anti-social 

justice content on the Internet, and they have one of those like edgy phases 

where they go like, haha, where they post videos like of feminists being like 

being emotional or something and they think that this is like really funny I 

think, but I think it's more like a phase nowadays, especially because. It’s not 

like a backlash against social justice because it not like people feel like they 

can't say anything, this is not really about restricting anyone, it's just trying 

to bring light onto things that happened to people.  

FACILITATOR 
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media, social media, the way 

people speak, a kind of culture .  

Problem is that those with most 

extreme views are more visible (on 

body hair) and those who 

hypersexualise women, but those 

who are neutral on the issue are 

not speaking up, they go like, oh I 

don’t really care; makes you feel 

that there is only those 

hypersexualised view.   Like 

magnifying glass. The most active 

people, the noisiest people are the 

ones we think are of the dominant 

view.  (FG11 UK). 

About cancel culture; women more 

likely to be cancelled; young girls 

are used to be being put down and 

dismissed; it’s a sort of role that 

society is quite used to stepped 

into. Girls gets finger pointed at for 

little things, stuff she said, whereas 

men are only cancelled for more 

serious issues like sexual 

misconduct.  

No room for mistakes for women, 

young influencers get lectured by 

many trolls who tell them that they 

should behave in certain ways be 

role model for others.  

Influencers criticised for the 

brands/products they promote but 

they are the scapegoat for the 

company and how they treat their 

workers, she is at the end of the 

chain. (Talk in relation to a Love 

Island contestant Molly Mae). She 

was let off the hook because she is 

white, if she was black that 

wouldn’t be so easy.  

Colourism within the industry. The 

Nina Simone film played by a black 

women with a lighter skin 

complexation than Nina Simon, 

was criticised in the media for 

taking on the role. Again this is a 

cycle where they are attaching a 

women of colour instead of the 

casting directors and the 

producers.    (FG12 UK mixed) 

FG Belgium (FG2) with girls: easy 

for boys/men to talk about how 

women should be dressed. Girls 

don’t dare to challenge them 

online or offline, feel that if they 

speak up they will be hurt 

Do you agree with that, is it like a phase thing?  

FEMALE  

I think it can be more than just a phase 

FEMALE  

Yeah, definitely, some people just don’t grow out if it. 

FACILITATOR 

So, stuck with it. (laught). So, it was interesting that you picked up the sort of 

13 to 15 age bracket there. Why particularly do you think is it's people agree 

with the fact that sort 13 to 15 anybody, anybody? So is there something 

particular about 13 to 15 year olds that draw them into this?  

FEMALE  

I think maybe like, I think they are rebelling, makes it like, like I get to stand 

out and then I get to have a bit of control, something like that.  

FEMALE  

And it's like when you've been introduced to the sort of Internet for the first 

time. That's the kind of age where you've got sometimes, like unfiltered 

access to whatever you want, whereas before it's like kind of when parental 

controls are taken off and stuff like that. If you've ever had them.  

 

(FG11 UK mainly girls) 

 

FEMALE  

We thought we had three which was hyper femininity like versus hyper 

masculinity and then sexuality and racism. So the first one basically, lke 

people like they were saying like picking girls like if they're not like like the 

boys they'd be like, oh, I'm going to be a housewife, I'll make you a sandwich 

like stuff like that like sort of make themselves more attractive to them, and 

so that's what.  

FEMALE  

Yeah, yeah. (laughing) 

FEMALE  

You want sort of thing to. Like I don't know. Like sexualize themselves or 

whatever, and when it's like hyper masculine again kind of what they were 

saying like they would. And like be like homophobic and like racist to like I 

don't know assert their dominance or something.  

FACILITATOR 

I'm really interested in the link between this sort of hyper sexualized thing 

and there, and it was kind of a throwaway comment, but I think there's a 

truth behind it. The sort of I'll make you a sandwich? Right, what's? What's 

the relationship there? What's going on?  

FEMALE  

I feel like nowadays people. Like won't say but, controversial, but I feel like 

to like make yourself like the most attractive, most like desirable, like as a 

woman you need to be like housewife like what's the word like? Yeah, 

submissives I'm like I'm like like below the man. If that makes sense. In a 

relationship to be like.  

FACILITATOR 

The word I think I'm hearing here. I said the word serville. Would that make 

sense? So if we're being being like a servant, being looking after you?  

FEMALE  

Yeah yeah yeah yeah.  

FACILITATOR 

'cause that's what? That's what this upset. That's why I think the. There's a 

lovely. It's almost like banal and throw away we make. I'll make you a 

sandwich, but actually it's really loaded, isn't it? And that's why it is really 

important and brilliant thing to for you to say 'cause it kind of opened up the 



 

120 
 

PA

GE  

\* 

ME

RG

EF

OR

M

AT

2 

physically. Anti-women sentiments 

common and perpetuated through 

social media platforms such as 

snapchat but also by peer pressure 

especially for boys  who try to fit in. 

FG ethnically diverse; but agreed 

that misogynistic view is cross-

cultural; men don’t see women as 

their equals.  

FG5 Greece girls mainly: Women 

more likely to oppose far-right 

memes but they are ’cornered’ by 

boys. Incredible that whatever the 

subject, somehow it’s always 

linked to women!  

Memes and comments section 

often reflect stereotypes on 

women such as that they don’t 

have leadership skills.  

FG7 IT: Seen sexist and racist 

memes like the one shown in the 

group.  

Such memes should not be 

underestimated. Unlike the 

memes about conspiracy theories, 

the memes about gender roles 

have a more consistent message, 

they all reflect patriarchal values 

and puts everyone at their 

traditional place. 

whole area of thought and  reflection. So yeah, so. Don't don't worry about 

being controversial, that's not. That's actually, I think, quite important is the 

context.  

FEMALE  

Yeah, yeah.  

FEMALE  

Yeah, yeah.  

FEMALE  

It's kind of weird in a weird way, like they want someone that will do 

motherly things. Or one that will act child like almost, if that makes sense. 

Way below that, is that makes sense 

FACILITATOR 

So let me just paraphrase that back if I'm there and just check in with you 

on it. So there's a combination of being this sort of. Domestic survival 

mother type character. At the same time is being sort of child like. OK, can I 

ask the question that you used to hypersexuality as well? Where does that 

fit into that?  

FEMALE  

Uhm right this is going to sound like such a weird thing to talk about. You 

see all the time, like people talking about like where they shave and where 

they don't shave and and that's like a really big topic at the minute for some 

reason and it's mainly the men that are like and Well, no, you need to be like 

cleanly shaving needs to be like a baby bump.  Everywhere, basically, so 

that's where like the childlike and hypersexuality like.  

(…) 

FEMALE  

I feel like it's like the idea of like the just the male gaze society like in general 

'cause like this is very personal for me. But like I don't even like men and I 

still feel like the kind of pressure that's like. It's like a certain way and I think 

I'm like who am I even trying to impress like I don't even want to conform to 

that, but it's so deeply ingrained, like in media in social media like just the 

way people speak at offhand, comments and stuff really like build a kind of 

culture, definitely.  

FEMALE  

The problem is that when people who are sort of neutral about it or so when 

you know men cite women on body hair and stuff like that. You only see the 

kind of men who feel really strongly about that. Like all of that kind of stuff 

that you should and who hyper sexualized women so and then when people 

who are sort of neutral on it or are just a little bit like, oh, I don't really care, 

or, you know, let people do what they want, they don't often, because people 

don't, most of the time people don't like getting into arguments online so 

they don't speak up about it, so it does make you feel like there's only that 

sort of person out there who will hypersexualizing stuff like that.  

 

(…) FEMALE  

Yeah, like I see. Like so many guys be like oh like when you get into an 

argument with them they would say, ohh go back to the kitchen!  

(…) 

FEMALE  

Yeah, like picnic girls and 'cause they feel ostracized from like the feminine 

identity and feminism they look to these like edgy boys that are like ‘oh make 

me a sandwich’ so they try to conform and make them like them I suppose.  

 

(FG11 UK mainly girls) 

 

INTERVIEWER 1  
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I’m going to throw in a slightly more provocative prod here which hopefully 

I’ll get a bite on, [laughs] I think I will. Because one of you when you were 

talking about talked about if it was a bloke it wouldn’t happen in the same 

way. What role does her gender play in this? 

FEMALE 4 

A massive one. It’s so easy to be like, “Oh, she’s a young girl, she’s ignorant, 

blah-blah-blah,” and young girls are so used to being put down and 

dismissed and all that kind of thing, so it’s like a sort of role that society is 

quite used to stepping into, I would say. 

MALE  

I was just thinking like Joey Essex and I feel like he said so many, he’s known 

for saying stupid things all the time, but I’m sure he’s said something just as 

bad or worse than that. But I think it’s just that kind of thing where, yes, I 

think it’s probably just a gender thing at the end of the day. And I feel like 

when men get cancelled it seems to be often for something a lot more 

serious like proper allegations and sexual misconduct and all that stuff. And 

I feel with women, there's a kind of hot button where it’s like, “Ah, she said 

this,” straight away. 

 

FEMALE 

Easier to point their finger. 

FEMALE 4 

I think as well on social media there seems to be this huge thing of, “Well, 

because you're a young female influencer, you have to be this certain type 

of role model.” So many trolls on social media are like, “Well, my daughter’s 

this age, so you should be doing this, this and this so she can look up to it.” 

It’s like there's no room for mistake for women. Say, for example, the Molly-

Mae thing, obviously she’s involved in fast fashion and whatever, which is 

problematic in itself, but I feel like she’s the face of that so she becomes the 

scapegoat rather than the actual company and how they treat their workers.  

 

So, yes, I just feel like there's this whole thing about, “Oh, she’s the face of it, 

she should be the role model. She should be the one sorting all this out,” 

and it’s like it doesn't work like that, she’s at the end of this chain. (…) 

FEMALE 2  

She’s probably not a billionaire yet but she is definitely a millionaire, not defi- 

she is a millionaire. She’s very, very wealthy. There was a temporary pause 

in her Instagram posting, I believe, when she was getting [Unintelligible 

00:45:22], but she’s now back on as if she never left. I’m sure maybe 

emotionally she is very scarred by it, which is obviously that’s not necessarily 

how you should be feeling after you've made one mistake. But there are 

definitely a lot of things where her ignorance has caused a lot of people to 

be very hurt. So I think she does need to take more responsibility, but as 

much as her gender is what I think has made her suffer because she’s a 

woman, it’s very easy to attack women. I think because she’s a white woman, 

she’s been let off a lot more than if she was a black woman. 

(FG12 UK mixed) 

One female student commented: ‘You know what impresses me? They talk 

about a subject, for example the one we speak about right now, far-right 

radicalisation, and they always somehow manage to connect it with women 

as well. I don’t know how they do that and bring out sexism, as well, to 

everything’ P3, gender: girl, 16-18 (FG mixed, P5, Markopoulo, 16-18) FG5 

 

Lorenza: so yes, I reconnect to what Alessandra was saying and I noticed 

that I don't often see them posted but more like shared by friends who know 

that they bother me a lot, but they don't find them funny. What I wanted to 
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say is that, feeling a bit affected especially by the first image, which bothers 

me very, very much, I find that, although they are not comparable to violence 

against women, feminicide or acts of violence against homosexuals, in any 

case they do not reflect so much an attempt to make humour but more a 

fundamental problem that should not be underestimated.   

(…)  

Alberto: I find it interesting what is behind these memes, unlike conspiracy 

theories and so on, here it seems to me that something is behind them, a 

vision of patriarchal society. Everyone has to stay in his place according to 

this vision and it seems to me that they are all a bit motivated by this kind 

of idea. 

(…)(FG7 IT transcript) 

 

Afterwards, ironic memes on the clothing of Islamic women were presented: 

the girls agreed that these images, which at first glance look funny, on closer 

inspection reveal a deep sense of sadness, as these women are mocked and 

forced to follow certain rules imposed by their culture ((FG8 IT summary.) 

 

Anti-feminism/gender equality 

A lot of what has been coded under 

here appears indifferent sections. 

Not repeating that here now. 

 

Discussions based on the Lisa 

Simpson meme with “being anti-

feminism is not the same as being 

anti-women. 

Good summary by Isabella and 

Dana see next column. 

Strikes out that women in the 

Romanian FG and those in Belgium 

FG both expressed that they don’t 

feel safe to confront misogynist 

behaviour out of fear of retaliation 

(BE) and not being supported by 

others as these comments are so 

normalised (RO).   

FG9_RO boys: Gender is not taught 

at school systematically. 

Hear about them mainly through 

social media  

Had a project in class about 

feminism learned that they are not 

against men but that they want 

equality.  

Don’t know much about it, heard 

that they can be anti-masculinity. 

All very confusing.  

It seems that women want 

superiority not equality, the same 

goes for LGTBQI community. 

 

FG 1 male BE: double- standard 

when it comes to demanding 

equality; women don’t claim equal 

rights when it comes to staying 

When hearing sexist or mysiginist comments 

and facing them, the two groups responded 

differently on wherther they intervene or not. 

For example, the group of women seem to 

face casual misogyny and sexism quite often 

to the level of normalisation and some of 

them don’t seem to feel that standing up 

against those comments or actions would 

change something or even be safe for them: 

“I have the impression that you are trying in vain to change their mind” 

(Andreea, Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18) 

I would feel alone standing up, I would not feel supported, and I would be 

afraid to comment because they were too normalized (the sexist comments) 

(Mihaela, Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18) 

When it comes to men, they seem to acknowledge the general problem with 

these narratives but don’t believe that they should always take them 

seriously 

“It seems to me that they are not taken very seriously, so I don't see the 

meaning in reacting to them” (Cosmin, Man FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 

or 

“I see more jokes like this in people in their 40s. Personally, I don't look at 

them as long as it's a joke, and it should not be taken seriously” (Alex, Man 

FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO 16-18) 

“Honestly, it seems to me that everyone is offended too quickly, especially 

on social media and related to controversial topics” (Andrei, Man FG, Cluj-

Napoca/RO, 16-18) 

However, the group of men seem to acknowledge what feminism is trying 

to achieve and how it can come out in societal debates: 

“I had a feminism project in class and I remembered that feminist women 

are not against men and that the whole story and idea is that they are not 

victimizing themselves and that they only want equality”. (Cosmin, Man FG, 

Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18) 

Someone else noticed that: 

“About the same idea. I've heard that feminism seeks the supremacy of 

women over men. But it seems to me a very weak argument. In real life I 

have never met anyone to extrapolate” (Dan, Man FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-

18) 
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behind to fight in the Ukrainian 

war!  

Feminism takes it to the top 

sometimes. Why do women in 

Paris protest naked! What’s the 

point of that.  

Equality important but differences 

exists between man and woman; 

man to provide for family and be 

leaders (under masculinity more) 

In the Greek mixed group the men 

mostly in favour of the quote but a 

girl did not agree (quite gendered 

the response to this quote, 

especially among the younger 

cohort).  

FG5 girls mainly with one boy in the 

group: the make student 

expressed that feminism is about 

tackling stereotypes about women 

and stands again patriarchy. (He is 

the only boy who expresses such 

views within the FGs in Greece, i.e. 

very gendered attitudes). Very 

different the view in FG6 GR with 

boys only: feminism is too 

aggressive.  

FG8 IT: FG with women were also 

critical of feminists turning 

aggressive or using simplified 

memes and not differentiating 

between different forms of 

feminism.. 

Lack of refinement is dangerous.  

They also argue that some men 

might be against the idea that 

women should have rights but that 

this does not mean being against 

women.  

 

Interesting when comparing two 

FGs, similar stands but different 

argumentation. FG8 focus more on 

nuances, evaluating and 

discussing the feminist movement, 

more reflective.  Whereas the 

other FG repeat misogynist views. 

FG8 IT: We live in a patriarchal 

society; it can be just a cultural 

attitude to be against feminism as 

an ideology but not against 

women.   

Equality doesn’t mean to be the 

same in every aspect. I can still 

harbour certain gendered values 

just as being asked by the man to 

Also, the group identified a type of extremism that is related to the feminist 

movement “anti-men” but also generally related to the rejection of identity 

and personal values 

“One type of extremism I would identify as supremacist is one type of 

feminism. The thing with "kill all men" and I think it's super out of place. I 

saw support in the local centre” (Mirel, Man FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18) 

While a girl form the group noted the exact problem, feminism being 

equated to harm towards men 

“There isn't much talk (in class). And being a feminist is sometimes equated 

with extremism and "kill all men." (Oana, Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-

18) 

“I think there is a very vocal minority in these communities that are vocal 

and are starting to push certain ideas and go to extremism. At the moment 

when the fight is fulfilled and becomes normalized, they want to continue 

the visibility and so it reaches extremism and this can come not only from 

women or lgbtqi, but also from the wider community when it feels 

marginalized (Alex, Man FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18) 

What women identified is that extremist views from both women and men 

can come from past experiences or traumatising events 

“There are "traumatized" girls who have extremist attitudes. Just because 

you've been through bad things, doesn't mean you have to do it to others” 

(Mara, Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 

(FOCUS GROUPS SUMARIES Romania) 

 

“I hear mostly on social media”. 

 

“I saw a lot of positives, but I also saw exaggerated posts”. (RO_boy_age 16-

18) 

“I had a feminism project in class and I remembered that feminist women 

are not against men and that the whole story and idea is that they are not 

victimizing themselves and that they only want equality”. (RO_boy_age 16-

18) 

 

“About the same idea. I've heard that feminism seeks the supremacy of 

women over men. But it seems to me a very weak argument. In real life I 

have never met anyone to extrapolate”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

 

“It seems to me that there are some women who claim to be feminists but I 

don't know what that means and they can even be anti-masculinity. And 

then you start generalizing and getting an idea”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

 

“There are also very different ideas and that leads to a lot of confusion for 

me”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

 

“It seems to me that we have avoided talking about the fact that some 

women want to be superior, not equal. The same goes for the LGBTQI+ 

community. They don't want equality, they want to be above and to be 

heard, but not in a positive way”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

 

 

About feminism, instead, pupils showed a common feeling declaring to be 

against it but not women.  

“I think feminism is a bit exaggerated. […]  Feminists hate men.” (FG Males, 

A., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19).(FG1 boys BE) 
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marry him, or insist that the man 

pays on the first date, this does not 

make me anti-feminist.  

These are gendered roles we have 

internalised.  

Group talks extensively about 

women being hold back in careers 

and COE positions, leadership 

positions being taken by men, 

woman football not being taken 

seriously, fewer female candidates 

applying for jobs, not having the 

right vocabulary to highlight that 

women are also common in that 

professions such as female 

doctors. 

It’s not anti-feminism per se, but a 

cultural legacy.  

 

Moreover, the same student thinks that men and women should have the 

same chances and opportunities but, in his opinion, it is important that they 

accept that some differences exist in any case. 

“There are differences. They need to accept it. They have to accept that there 

are differences. There are women and there are men. We have the same 

chances, but we need to accept the differences. […] But some women do not 

understand that everything is the same [he meant that despite the 

differences everything is the same both for women and men].” (FG Males, 

S., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

Another one agrees with his schoolmate saying that he does not understand 

the meaning of certain feminist protests and their way of manifesting them. 

“There was a protest in Paris of women without clothes. Why do they do 

that? What point do they prove? It is not necessary.” (FG Males, A., 

Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

“I think a man has to do his part in the family. […] The woman is equal, but I 

think a man has to provide for his children and family. But they are equal. 

[…] Women can go to work, but I think men have to pay the rent, for 

instance….” (FG Males, A., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

Anti-gender quality, anti-feminist and anti- LGTBQI+ sentiments/ideology  

Discussion on Simpsons image: Male participant seemed pleased/ in 

agreement with the text presented in the image: “we don’t have to mention 

being anti-feminist and being anti-women in the same breath; it’s not 

necessarily truth” (FG mixed, Nikos, 16-18). A female participant disagreed, 

by saying that “it’s not possible to be anti-feminist without being anti-

women- it’s the exact same thing”- “women do not have the same rights as 

men” (FG mixed, Yameena, 16-18).  

Participants believe that young people are generally informed on these 

issues, but many have not a clear understanding of this term. Young girls 

are believed to be more alert; nonetheless, students expressed that people 

should work together in order to fight relevant social phenomena. (FG5 

Greece, mainly girl group) 

 

 

Beatrice: (…) For example, with feminism there's a desire to simplify an 

entire movement, an ideology, which, although in some cases too has had 

an aggressive attitude, even on the part of women communicators, they 

reduce with a meme like that... to associate all feminists or feminism with a 

lack of refinement is extremely dangerous because even if it's done for fun, 

it instils in the mind a very simplifying idea of a broader concept, which is 

also wrong. (FG 8 uni women) 

(…)  

P4: In my opinion, being anti-feminist doesn't mean being against women in 

the strictest sense, but it doesn't mean being in favour of them either. From 

this point of view, there is a cultural influence that we suffer, we live in a 

patriarchal society, so to speak, and male chauvinist, so if you are anti-

feminist, you are not strictly speaking against women, we don't want to go 

to extremes and say that you would do violence, but at the same time you 

want the roles to remain the same, this was and this must remain. It is more 

to be anti-progress and anti-equality, but not against women. Then if we 

want to put also the question of ideals, of getting equal opportunities for all, 

in this sense you could be against the woman, always not in a very strict 

sense. It is all linked to the culture we have, which women themselves carry 

on, often without even realising it, because it is something we introduce, 

without even doing it on purpose. The most banal example is: it is the man 

who has to ask the woman to marry him, not the other way around. It is 

something we have introjected into ourselves. Or it is the man who has to 
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pay for the dinner. So, we ourselves are sometimes anti-feminist. But that 

doesn't mean being strictly against women, but it doesn't mean being in 

favour of them either. One is not in favour of emancipation. (FG8 IT women) 

 

MODERATOR 2: So, you think that this anti-feminist thinking is rooted in 

society? 

P4: I don't think it's anti-feminist. Maybe it's the fact that men are convinced 

that they know how to do things better, while women... I repeat, it's culture. 

We've seen all our lives that the woman was conceived to procreate, to take 

care of the house, of the children. So already a woman who wants to climb 

the heights, wants to have a career, emancipate herself, especially perhaps 

in Italy, especially in the South, is something inconceivable.  

(…)  

P5: Tying in with an earlier speech, I agree with the statement that being 

anti-feminist does not mean being against women, because feminism has 

evolved. So, saying being anti-feminist does not mean being against women 

today, from my point of view it can be done. To say it when feminism was 

born is not, because in a first phase certainly feminism tended not to the 

emancipation of women, to much higher concepts in my opinion, a real 

emancipation to guarantee women's rights. (…) Now feminism in some ways 

begins to enter into dynamics that are much more related to the sphere of 

values, the sphere of tradition. Concepts that can be shared or not without 

going to affect people's freedom or hurting anyone, because the discourse 

of the man who pays for dinner or doesn't pay for it, this can be, but should 

not be the fundamental challenge of feminists today. Which is also very 

often the case with social: you see a much more superficial feminism, 

compared to what it should be. Because steps forward have been taken, but 

there are so many more to be taken and, therefore, perhaps one should 

focus more on important issues than on issues of this kind, which in my 

opinion do not affect so much the issues of real importance... on what for 

me are issues of real importance. 

[FG8 IT) 

And masculinity gender roles 

FG1 BE boys: Boy disturbed by an 

actress who plays a trans man in a 

Netflix film also transitions in real 

life. Doesn’t want such TV series, 

not correct!  

Don’t want to see LGTB stuff on TV. 

Don’t want gay people as friends 

There are people who smash gay 

people, it’s bad. 

There is discrimination against 

men too! 

Men are discriminated in the case 

of Ukraine for example where they 

are left behind to fight; why not 

demand equality here! 

Men and women naturally 

different, man has to provide for 

family and be leaders; this is more 

of a caring duty than superiority of 

men over women. Man has to 

provide for children and family.  

FG10 Romania girls: Boys who 

have issues with men who express 

“Yesterday I read something on Instagram. There is an actress in “The 

Umbrella Academy” that became a man, and now the character is also 

changing into a man. I do not think that it is right because [the original 

character] is a woman. Why does it have to be changed into a man? […] It is 

not also right that a gay actor has to be a gay [character]. He is acting and 

that is not his life. […] I do not want those [TV] series. I do not think it is 

correct and necessary.” (FG Males, A., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19).  

“There are some people that “smash” gay people because they are anti-

LGBTQI+, they kill them. It is bad.” (FG Males, J., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

An interesting point is about a perceived “reverse effect” of equality. A 

student claimed that women and feminists denounce not having the same 

rights, but it often happens that there is discrimination against men too. For 

example, nobody is talking about it during the current Ukraine war: in his 

opinion, women could leave the country and save their like, instead, all 

young men from 18 to 60 years old must remain there and fight with the risk 

of dying. 

“You see a lot of women or news that talk about they do not have the same 

chances as the men, and every time happens that a woman does not have 

this chance news talk about it. But now we see that nobody is talking about 

that in Ukraine men from 18 to 60 years old need to stay there and cannot 

go [leave the country]. Why not talk about their equality then? They are 

talking a lot about jobs and things, but as men are there, where are women 

then? Where is the news that talks about women that have to stay there?” 

(FG Males, S., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 
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emotions acting weirdly and in 

support of stereotypical image of 

men and women. 

FG11 UK: hyper masculinity and 

hyper femininity (see above node 

memo) 

If you are from a household where 

the powerful figure is the men you 

are more likely to display hyper 

masculinised/ feminised 

behaviour. It’s about power.   

Remaining neutral as a men, 

online,  in face of hypersexualised 

images and expectations on ideal 

women, reinforces such dominant 

views. Not caring, not bothering to 

speak out, or hiding behind free 

speech, or not liking to get into 

arguments makes it worse.  

If you speak out against it, so many 

guys will just say ohh get back into 

the kitchen! That means not taking 

the issue and conversation 

seriously.  

FG2 BE: Feels threatened by boys if 

she confronts them at school 

about sexist stuff they post online, 

wouldn’t dare to challenge them or 

get into arguments.   

Sexism a cross-cultural 

phenomenon.  

 

FG7 IT (women): Group critics 

established gendered 

expectations of man and women:  

Expectation of men to pay the bill 

when out dining with 

partner/girlfriend. Men is expected 

to ask the women to marry him not 

the other way round.  

In Sicily male dominated mentality 

prevalent; men don’t iron; 

ingrained in culture, but changing. 

Sterotypical gender role and body 

images: like Ken and Barbie.   

Romanian meme FG9 RO boys: 

“Women should be fit, know how 

to cook have long hair, war 

makeup, wear pink and feminine 

colours shave and listen to men or 

else they don’t even have a 

CHANCE with a guy like me.” 

(Meme ironic as men pictures is 

bold, front teeth sticking out, 

dressed in causal vest with shirt on 

Moreover, the same student thinks that men and women should have the 

same chances and opportunities but, in his opinion, it is important that they 

accept that some differences exist in any case. 

“There are differences. They need to accept it. They have to accept that there 

are differences. There are women and there are men. We have the same 

chances, but we need to accept the differences. […] But some women do not 

understand that everything is the same [he meant that despite the 

differences everything is the same both for women and men].” (FG Males, 

S., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

An interesting point is about a perceived “reverse effect” of equality. A 

student claimed that women and feminists denounce not having the same 

rights, but it often happens that there is discrimination against men too. For 

example, nobody is talking about it during the current Ukraine war: in his 

opinion, women could leave the country and save their like, instead, all 

young men from 18 to 60 years old must remain there and fight with the risk 

of dying. 

“You see a lot of women or news that talk about they do not have the same 

chances as the men, and every time happens that a woman does not have 

this chance news talk about it. But now we see that nobody is talking about 

that in Ukraine men from 18 to 60 years old need to stay there and cannot 

go [leave the country]. Why not talk about their equality then? They are 

talking a lot about jobs and things, but as men are there, where are women 

then? Where is the news that talks about women that have to stay there?” 

(FG Males, S., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

Moreover, the same student thinks that men and women should have the 

same chances and opportunities but, in his opinion, it is important that they 

accept that some differences exist in any case. 

“There are differences. They need to accept it. They have to accept that there 

are differences. There are women and there are men. We have the same 

chances, but we need to accept the differences. […] But some women do not 

understand that everything is the same [he meant that despite the 

differences everything is the same both for women and men].” (FG Males, 

S., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

Another one agrees with his schoolmate saying that he does not understand 

the meaning of certain feminist protests and their way of manifesting them. 

“There was a protest in Paris of women without clothes. Why do they do 

that? What point do they prove? It is not necessary.” (FG Males, A., 

Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

They believe in the need for equality between men and women in any case. 

At the same time, they think men must provide for all needs of their families 

and be leaders. Their opinion could appear a bit confused. In order to try to 

have a clear idea about their thoughts, the discussion went more in-depth. 

Pupils believe in the need for equality between males and females. Women 

can work and have the same rights, chances, and opportunities as men. 

Then, being a leader for a man is more duty and responsibility than a 

demonstration of his superiority.  

“I think a man has to do his part in the family. […] The woman is equal, but I 

think a man has to provide for his children and family. But they are equal. 

[…] Women can go to work, but I think men have to pay the rent, for 

instance….” (FG Males, A., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

(FG1 BE) 

“Boys who are uncomfortable seeing other vulnerable boys are reacting very 

weird. And then it idealized image that is stereotypical and that becomes the 

standard and if it doesn't get there, it's a problem”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

FEMALE  
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top, presumably a not very 

attractive man)  

Familiar with such memes and 

assumptions of masculinity and 

femininity. Knows such people but 

they stay with likeminded people 

and place value on economic 

aspect.  

Also reflects some girl’s 

expectations of men; that they 

should take care of them and have 

everything figured out and all. 

FG12 UK: Also pick-me boys; the 

sort of boy who try to evoke pity for 

themselves … 

 

I think it depends what type of woman you are like the way you brought up 

as well.  'cause if you have you seen your household that it's the powerful 

figure is the men and then you're going to be, well, that's my place as 

well. But if you bought by a powerful woman, you might think, well, that's 

not me. I want to be powerful. So I think it's a power thing. As well, like how 

do you respond to stuff?  (FG 11, UK)  

FEMALE  

The problem is that when people who are sort of neutral about it or so when 

you know men cite women on body hair and stuff like that. You only see the 

kind of men who feel really strongly about that. Like all of that kind of stuff 

that you should and who hyper sexualized women so and then when people 

who are sort of neutral on it or are just a little bit like, oh, I don't really care, 

or, you know, let people do what they want, they don't often, because people 

don't, most of the time people don't like getting into arguments online so 

they don't speak up about it, so it does make you feel like there's only that 

sort of person out there who will hypersexualizing stuff like that.  

MODERATOR 1  

So it's almost like picking this stuff up on social media, 'cause it can be a sort 

of magnifying glass. Even that might only be a few people, yeah?  The most 

active people, the noisiest people are the ones we think are of the dominant 

view.  

FEMALE  

Yeah, yeah.  

FACILITATOR 

And I'm guessing as well. Where is going back picking up on uh, picking back 

up on an early part of the conversation. Where does humor get uses the 

reader as well?  

FEMALE  

Yeah, like I see. Like so many guys be like oh like when you get into an 

argument with them they would say, ohh go back to the kitchen!  

(FG 11, UK) 

 

“I think that it’s easy for boys or men to talk about women [and] how they 

should dress, how they should act… its easier for them to spread…or 

communicate with other men who think so to, and it’s difficult for women to 

stop that online. Face-to-face… its hard for a woman to talk back because if 

she says something very harsh, there’s a big change he will hurt her 

psychically.” (FG: Females/Speaker 1/Antwerp/16-19). (FG2) 

FEMALE 

They [pick me boys] kind of do spoof videos on TikTok and stuff. This guy 

does one where he’s like, “I’m so ugly,” just kind of ... I don't really know how 

to describe [Crosstalk 01:56:01] (FG 12 UK) 

 

Young men more vulnerable 

 

FG1 BE boys: Group agrees that 

racist/extremist and conspiracy 

memes more spread by  young 

men. But one boy argues that girls 

are more attracted by such 

memes.   

FG2 BE girls: Agreed that it was 

both gender who were likely to 

spread and enjoy these memes. 

However, they believe that boys 

are easily affected by anti-woman 

“With one experience they think that ‘you are all the same’, just because they 

were hurt by one woman.” (FG: Females/Speaker 3/Antwerp/16-19). 

When asked if this was a big issue in Antwerp, all of the participants said yes, 

however it was unclear if they believed that Incels specifically were a big 

issue, or if anti-women sentiments were the problem. 

The participants shared how they believe that the boys could be easily 

affected by the spread of anti-women sentiments: 

“I think boys are very easily influenced here, because of other boys. There is 

a very big influences from Snapchat [in particular]” (FG: Females/Speaker 

1/Antwerp/16-19). 

Although Snapchat was specifically mentioned by the participants, they said 

that it was not the only app/platform that was influencing young boys. The 
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sentiments. Boys a greater 

pressure to fit, exposed to greater 

peer pressure.  

FG4 GR girls: more likely that these 

memes shared by men. Diversity 

within young people, not all young 

people have same opinion) 

FG5 GR girls: Didn’t spot any far 

right memes; believes that they are 

shared by men. Men also more 

likely to leave more violent 

comments on social media. Such 

memes appeals to young boys and 

people with low levels of 

education.  

 

FG11 UK: 13-15 boys who gain 

uncontrolled access to the internet 

will make fun of feminist and other 

social justice. They would say it’s 

just a joke. 

Pipeline: boys more 

students also believed that boys were easily influenced by their friends and 

their desire to feel included or to fit in. (FG2 BE girls) 

 

Nonetheless, one female student supported that such memes appeal 

mostly to young boys, who identify those promoting such ideas as role 

models, while she mentioned examples of famous male comedians that 

reproduce gender stereotypes. Students elaborated on how these memes 

also affect children (e.g. 5 & 6 years old) and start as a joke; the impact they 

have on children is also correlated to how children are raised by their 

families. Another female student commented that such posts and memes 

appeal to people that are not well educated and do not have critical thinking 

and personal opinions, irrespective of their age and gender. Relevant 

stereotypical notions and viewpoints are also reproduced through music, 

that affect young children as well. (FG5 GR girls) 

 

 

 

 

Snowflakes/ wokes 

 

FG11 UK girls: talking about social-

just issues and how they are being 

mocked for their posts. Show 

awareness of racism, 

Islamophobia, homophobia, anti-

semitism etc.  

Our generation more woke!  

Being called snowflakes by 

men/boys when you react to a post 

of a picture/meme of ’feminist 

crime’ for example,  

Boys age 13-15 exposed to the 

internet; make fun of social justice 

stuff. 

Hypersexuality, pick-me 

girls/pickme boys 

FG12 mixed: finding it problematic 

that boys don’t speak out to 

questions hypersexualised men 

and women portraits.  

FG 13 UK: Snowflakes: there is 

always going to be hatred towards 

women, there are sexists stuff but 

it depends on how you see it, they 

just take things to heart to easily.  

 

FG10 Romania with girls; report 

had many experiences of 

unwanted sexual attention from 

men, from an early age, being 

harassed online (child 

pornography), personal 

FEMALE 2 

Yeah, kind of, like I’ve seen people say like, “Oh I’m going to rip your hijab 

off”, stuff like that, but – 

FACILITATOR 

As a joke? 

FEMALE 2 

Yeah, as a joke and like with stuff like that, so basically I’m going to tell you 

a story.  So there was this one time when there was this guy.  He said 

something.  I don’t remember exactly what he said but it was racist and it 

was Islamophobic, and these guys beat him up [laughs].  They beat him up, 

but I think the reason that they did that and they didn’t go tell like a teacher, 

is because I feel like in our generation, like we’re more woke, like we 

understand racism and stuff like that, but I feel like they thought that if they 

told the teacher that they would like, they wouldn't get enough, they 

wouldn't get ostracised enough. (FG11 UK) 

 FEMALE  

Yeah, like picnic girls and 'cause they feel ostracized from like the feminine 

identity and feminism they look to these like edgy boys that are like ‘oh make 

me a sandwich’ so they try to conform and make them like them I suppose.  

 

(FG11 UK) 

FACILITATOR 

Can you explain woke to me please? 

FACILITATOR 

I was going to ask you that, because it’s the first time I’ve heard you say it.  

Because you used it in a kind of positive way there. 

FEMALE 2 

Yeah.  It means like you’re socially like aware, like you know about all the 

social issues currently and like – 

FACILITATOR 

It’s not the same as being a nerd, yeah? 

FEMALE 2 

No [laughs]. 

FACILITATOR 
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experience by a boy at school; 

collective response from the all the 

classes but school did not react 

much in order to extrapolate the 

situation.  

Sexist memes common, they are 

not even aware of how sexist their 

jokes are, they just laugh about it. 

It’s very common for sexist people 

to make sexist jokes.  

FG4 Girls Greece: All girls agree 

that anti-feminism harbours anti-

women sentiments and that 

women do not have the same 

rights as men. 

FG5 mainly Girls, Greece: FG was 

keen to discuss issues of gender 

equality and LGBRTI+ people, 

stereotypes and relevant issues. 

Group claims that young women 

are more aware of what feminism 

stands for. They are shocked when 

they hear anti-feminist narratives  

This is in contrast to FG6 with boys 

in Greece: The meme that anti-

feminism is not the same as anti-

women (which had been condoned 

in the FG with girls in Greece) was 

agreed by all boys in the group 

who thought that feminist 

movement has become extremists 

and that any criticism of the 

movement gets condoned as 

homophobic, transphobic, racist, 

sexist and much more! 

FG9 Romania with boys: Group 

talks about misogynist memes and 

that it’s only an issue when there is 

a girl around or when the girl is 

offended.  

FG1 BE boys: In relation to Incels, 

men who hate women, all boys 

agree that it’s their personal 

opinion.  

So it’s a positive thing that people say, “Yeah, OK, I am aware.” 

FEMALE 1 

But a negative of woke, people can call you like a snowflake, which is like a 

negative. 

FACILITATOR 

Snowflake, meaning? 

FEMALE 1 

You’re soft. You’re sensitive. 

(FG11 UK) 

FEMALE 2 

That's I like, you know how they were saying before  that [to] people, 

because they post pictures of like feminist crime, they’re like calling them a 

snowflake, like why are you getting so mad sort of thing. (FG11 UK) 

 

INTERVIEWER 

Again, this is along similar lines, stuff which might appear to be like anti-

women, you talk about anti-feminist, but anti-women, stuff which is like 

saying they hate women. 

MALE 

Yes, there’s always going to be stuff like that.  There’s always going to be hate 

towards women.   

INTERVIEWER 

Hate towards people, but have you come across it?  I’m seeing a lot of 

shaking of heads here.  

MALE 

There’s sexist ones, sexist things, but it’s not [unintelligible 00:23:14].  It 

depends how you see it; a lot of people are snowflakes nowadays.  

INTERVIEWER 

Explain that term.  

MALE  

Snowflake? 

INTERVIEWER 

Yes.  

MALE 

People take things –  

MALE  

They just take things to heart too easily.  If I sat here and said to him 

[unintelligible 00:23:27] he’d laugh, but then if I said it to someone else they 

would be like, they’re a snowflake, do you know what I mean? [FG 13 UK 

boys] 

 

Q: Do you see such attitudes? (Under the heading of Incel and with a meme 

were a guy jumps out of the bush and scares a woman) 

“I came across situations that escalated after the boys were turned down”. 

(RO_girl_age 16-18) 

“Many girls have experienced such an attitude from an early age”. 

(RO_girl_age 16-18) 

 

Q: Were girls harassed? “Yes, many times. I've heard of girls being harassed 

online (child pornography). (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

“I was put in a situation where I was harassed at school by a boy. And we 

hear a lot of cases in our circle”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

 

Q: Has anyone reacted officially? 
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“They did not react too much because they did not want to extrapolate, but 

there was a collective response from the other classes condemning the guy”. 

(RO_girl_age 16-18) 

 

“I see them a lot in class. They are not even aware, but they make jokes and 

claims only to be popular. They just laugh. Sex jokes with sexists are very 

common”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

 

Q: Have you seen stuff like this? (Image with Castro and women around him) 

“Excessive”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

“The world normalizes them or even believes in stereotypes”. (RO_girl_age 

16-18) 

“In my group, we were left with people who still preferred these remarks or 

rude classifications of how girls or women act”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

 

Incels/Toxic masculinity/misogyny leading to violence/gender based 

violence 

There was a lack of knowledge from students concerning these phenomena. 

Only one of them knew what the Incel community is because he spends a 

lot of time on “8chan”, “4chan” and other platforms. Moreover, for all of 

them, it is important to respect their opinion, excluding the violence that 

they could commit like many Incel supporters perpetrated in the US and 

Europe with terrorist attacks. Generally speaking, it seems that these pupils 

underestimate the potential and worrying danger of this phenomenon. 

“It is just their opinion. […] But if they attack women or someone else, they 

have to be jailed because they are criminals.” (FG Males, A., 

Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). (FG1 BE boys] 

 

In terms of the message the meme conveys [Lisa Simpson’s meme; anti-

feminism is not the same as anti-woman], one student underlined that it 

promotes the notion that not supporting feminism is not condemned and is 

not equal to misogyny. It was also pointed out by one participant that the 

feminist movement has now become extremist and violent radical by a 

portion of women.  

FG males, he/him, Markopoulo, GR, 16-17 “Indeed, I cannot understand why 

women, especially 13-14, are so aggressive sometimes and if someone 

states something opposite to the feminist movement automatically 

becomes homophobic, transphobic, racist, sexist and much more…” 

Regarding the above-mentioned statement, all the participants agreed and 

they reported that the feminist movement now becomes something 

completely different from what it started out as. (FG6 Greece boys) 

LGTBQI+ 

 

All has been recoded under homophobia or snowflake/wokes 

No talk about diversity/ sexuality;  

 

FG10 RO girls; several quotes 

where teachers are trans and 

homophobic (see section on 

homophobia) 

Also was taught about Feminism at 

school how women were only 

promoted when they had sex with 

their employer, this scared her… 

indicates the distorted nature of 

teaching of feminism (teacher’s 

biased and sexism reflected in how 

 

Q: Feminism? 

“I had a history project and learned about the history of feminism. I learned 

about how women were only promoted when they had sex with their 

employer. The answer was confused and scared that something like this was 

happening”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

 

Q: Is feminism discussed in class? 

“There isn't much talk. And being a feminist is sometimes equated with 

extremism and "kill all men." (RO_girl_age 16-18) 
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he/she teaches the subject to 

pupils)  

Feminism in class is not discussed 

much 

Equated with wanting to kill all 

men! 

FG3 GR mixed: In Greece until the 

age of 10 no child hears about 

gender identity. Is confronted with 

that outside of family. Society full 

of labels.  

Society needs to be more 

acceptant of diversity, giving 

LGBTQI+ people more space and 

time (?) 

FG9 RO: At school gender 

education can be masculinist,  

 

 

“There are "traumatized" girls who have extremist attitudes. The same vision 

as the group of boys, just because you've been through bad things, doesn't 

mean you have to do it to others”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

 

“When men say, "not all men", they are attacked”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

“The discourse of political correctness is active, but it reacts polarizing to 

everything”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

 

“The diversity of the high school matters a lot in the popularity of the 

discussions”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

 

 

FG mixed man.woman, he/him, Korinthos,GR, 19-21 “to enter the process of 

accepting a situation, we must first understand and accept that something 

is normal (..) In Greece, we avoid any term related to diversity, there is no 

case of a child up to 10 years old having heard at home concepts such as 

gender identity and so, when he reaches adolescence and begins to discover 

himself, insecure environments are created. Society is now full of labels” 

The participants talked enough for diversity and why it is important diversity 

to be spread more and more and that the community must protect the 

LGBTQI+ people by given the space and the time that they need.  

As one participant supported “diversity is regularity and without diversity 

there is no regularity”  

 

Q: On gender topics, is what you hear at school enough? 

“What is analysed at school can be masculinist”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

Q: When you read at school books or analyse passages, do you feel you need 

to talk? 

“Not necessarily, but I realize that the time since the book genre came and 

started being analysed in schools was very different from now”. 

(RO_boy_age 16-18) 

 “I want to believe that I have established a circle of friends and family that 

thinks violence is not ok”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

 

Q: Is it some kind of normalization? 

“It can be an example of bad practices”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

“I think it also depends on the environment these narratives are circulated, 

rural or urban”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

 

“Violence, it seems to me, has to do with education”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

“Maybe it's not just education, it's the kind of person they represent”. 

(RO_boy_age 16-18) 

 

“Right now in class, there is no question of gender when we look at books 

but more about the person, the psychological analysis of a character and 

not the gender of that person”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 
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Node Memo Memes 
Summaries of key points  Quotes 

Humour/ 

Exposure of young people to memes 

common among FG in Belgium. Mist 

think it’s funny, some boys find them 

offensive and other agree that they 

can be offensive.   

Used to go on “Reddit”, “4chan”, 

“8chan just for memes. 

Memes are a way of making fun and 

it’s mostly OK.  

They can use format where they tick 

stuff or put things in and then post it 

and it gets popular for a few weeks. 

(UK FG11)  

Reaches a wide audience, boys and 

girls equally. (FG2 BE ) 

Laughing at something doesn’t mean 

I am a bad person, although respect 

for peoples sensitivities is important.  

People who share such memes; 

related to cultural heritage not so 

much age. (FG7 IT CeSie) 

These memes the language or a 

younger generation because I don’t 

get it, although memes are the 

language of my generation (indicated 

rapid change!)  

The humorous side of memes more 

confident shared with friends where 

you know it’s not meant as offending. 

Would be careful to share it with a 

wider audience. In other words 

Antonio is saying that memes that 

offend (racist and sexist) are OK as 

they are intended as a joke; the 

problem is not exposing it to people 

who might be offended by it.    

For many students, these kinds of memes are funny and have been created just to 

joke. Only three pupils think that they are offensive. However, also the other 

students admitted that some people could be offended by this content, despite 

their opinion. (FG1 Belgium, boys) 

“[I am used to going on “Reddit”, “4chan”, “8chan”, etc] just for memes. […] All kinds 

of memes.” (FG Males, J., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

FEMALE  

So it's like if it was like very funny it will stay on for a long time, but it's not like it 

just fades out. (FG 11 UK girls mainly) 

Piero: (….) I think there has to be a background behind which there has to be 

respect; therefore, the fact that I see an image that may remind me of something 

else does not mean that if I laugh, I am a bad person. I think, however, that it is 

necessary to separate respect for people and culture from offending or mocking, 

which is far worse than laughing at a cartoon. Anyway, regarding what they said 

about the target group of people who share these things, I think it's not so much a 

question of age, but more of cultural heritage. Maybe, no matter how old a person 

is, it's more about the sensitivity these people have.(FG7 IT CeSie) 

Antonio: (…) Personally, I would not know the specific target of these jokes, of these 

memes. I personally don't get any in my feeds of this kind, but I imagine it's more 

of a student audience, simply because the meme is a bit of the language of my 

generation. It adds an extra layer to comedy through a visual support without 

which you couldn't convey the same joke, the same image. If I were to say … listen 

there's this man in a bomb suit at a dinner with Muslim people … it wouldn't make 

people laugh in the same way, so I think it's more of a young audience, but I don't 

exclude older people as well. However, I personally have friends who tend to this 

type of comedy, what I do personally, even if it does not make me laugh ... I try to 

interfere if it is explicitly out of place but especially if there are people around that 

could be offended. Then, maybe I try to prevent that this kind of jokes are made ... 

precisely because within a closed group of people who know each other you can 

realise that they will understand the comic sense of the joke, while maybe if there 

is a stranger who is not familiar with you, he/she might think you are serious about 

it. So yes, I have friends who make these kinds of jokes and I know they are joking 

because I know their cultural background, their history, and their circle of friends. 

But certainly, within a more open context I would avoid it a lot. That's all. (FG 7, IT) 

 

Misogynist 

See lots of sexist jokes on social 

media and through memes, very 

common (FG10 RO_girls) 

Video chats (cams?); young women 

more exposed to it. A lot of 

stigmatisation about women doing 

video chats, one respondent said 

that in her circle it’s accepted but 

many other reported that whenever 

a women is successful or travels 

abroad it is jokingly suggested 

whether they are in the business of 

doing video chats? This is felt very 

humiliating and degrading. 

Q: Do you see any gender dimension? That young women are more exposed to 

video chat? 

“I have the impression that some people think that if you are a woman and you are 

doing well it’s because you can use your body and get where you want”. 

(RO_girl_age 16-18) 

“It doesn't happen in my group of friends. In my case I even did video chat and 

there was no problem” (RO_girl_age 16-18) 

“After I came to high school, the conversation has changed. We used to laugh at 

them but now I feel different about these jokes”. There was a situation on TV where 

a woman said she was going to work as a hostess in Italy and immediately the 

discussion went somewhere else. Ex. To her working in the sex business”. 

(RO_girl_age 16-18) 

“We see a lot on social media and it affects us and it is so untrue” (RO_girl_age 16-

18) (FG 10) 

Q: What else shocked you? 
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Whenever women attempt to do 

something creative or different or be 

themselves, they are being made fun 

of.   (FG 10 Romania)   

Men tell women how to behave 

online, tell them how to behave, what 

to dress, not their job to say it to 

women.  And it is difficult for women 

to stop that online. If they confront 

the men off line, they fear retaliation 

(FG2 BE 

Memes often have a sexist 

undertone; they bring out sexism to 

everything. (FG5 Greece) 

Misogynist memes dangerous, it 

simplifies complex issues and 

feminism. Younger generation more 

switched on, suspect older more 

likely to share such memes. 

Such memes and humour (on 

feminism) are sleazy because it 

makes any kind of discourse 

reductionist. If you point it out then 

you are laughed at for not getting the 

joke! Young people vulnerable to 

such memes as their thoughts are 

not fully developed yet. They will get 

the wrong message and hence such 

memes un-educational and 

dangerous. (FG7 IT Cesi) 

 

They are just pictures and not 

weapons. There is still a long way to 

go from these memes to femicide of 

disrespect of women (Luigi FG7 IT 

CESI) 

 

These memes convey patriarchal 

thinking, not about simplification or 

younger people sharing such 

memes. By dismissing it as a childish 

thing to do you don’t see the ideology 

behind it and allow the ideology 

behind it to slip out. (Very important 

point made by Alberto in FG7 IT Cesi)   

 

Common reactions to sexist memes 

would be to laugh it off as a joke if 

among lads. However, if a girl is 

among them they usually react, and 

if a girl is among them and is 

unhappy then the boys will support 

her, but otherwise they will laugh 

along. Boy doesn’t take sexist memes 

seriously and therefore doesn’t see a 

need to react to it. It seems that 

“I’ve seen and experienced bullying towards people who want to be themselves, 

vulnerable. The current humorous post-irony. We make fun of everything, 

nonsense, we make fun of people dancing or anything creative”. (RO_girl_age 16-

18) (FR10 RO) 

“Yes, we do see them a lot on social media, men often have an opinion or they 

think [that] they can say to women [what] she has to do, and how she has to dress, 

while its not [up] to them, a woman has her own mind, and I don’t think its for men 

to say these things” (FG: Females/Speaker 4/Antwerp/16-19). 

“I think that it’s easy for boys or men to talk about women [and] how they should 

dress, how they should act… its easier for them to spread…or communicate with 

other men who think so to, and it’s difficult for women to stop that online. Face-to-

face… its hard for a woman to talk back because if she says something very harsh, 

there’s a big change he will hurt her psychically.” (FG: Females/Speaker 

1/Antwerp/16-19). 

Students believed that memes focusing on far-right are mostly conveyed by men, 

while people expressing disagreement are ‘put in the corner’, especially if they are 

women. One female student commented: ‘You know what impresses me? They talk 

about a subject, for example the one we speak about right now, far-right 

radicalisation, and they always somehow manage to connect it with women as 

well. I don’t know how they do that and bring out sexism, as well, to everything’ P3, 

gender: girl, 16-18 (FG 5 mixed, P5, Markopoulo, 16-18)  

Beatrice: So, I don't often see memes of this kind [msygonist memes], and I 

honestly think that this is a type of humour that frames, simplifies a given subject 

a lot. I think in topics like these it's very dangerous. So, I personally don't like the 

idea that there are these kinds of images circulating a lot on the Internet. I think, I 

hope actually … the perception that I have is that they circulate for less among 

children and adolescents, and rather more among past generations, adult people 

basically who have grown up in another context. I have a teenage sister who has a 

kind of sensitivity that even I didn't have 10 years ago regarding these issues, 

because maybe it's also thanks to social networks or to the kind of information we 

have access to. There is a different kind of sensitivity, but I honestly think that the 

circulation of books or films on these kinds of topics is dangerous. For example, 

with feminism there's a desire to simplify an entire movement, an ideology, which, 

although in some cases too has had an aggressive attitude, even on the part of 

women communicators, they reduce with a meme like that... to associate all 

feminists or feminism with a lack of refinement is extremely dangerous because 

even if it's done for fun, it instils in the mind a very simplifying idea of a broader 

concept, which is also wrong. (FG 7 IT Cesi) 

Alessandra: (…) But I find this kind of humour really sleazy because it really... makes 

any kind of discourse reductive, and above all they are published on pages that 

you try to comment on, or you find comments of people who contest this kind of 

content, and most users point at these people as heavy or not knowing what irony 

is or answering "have a laugh". When, in my opinion, it's still un-educational and 

dangerous content, especially because it's on social media like Instagram used a 

lot by very young people. And so, especially for kids who haven't developed their 

own thinking yet, they risk conveying very wrong messages, towards them above 

all. (FG 7 IT Cesi) 

Alberto: (…)I find it interesting what is behind these memes, unlike conspiracy 

theories and so on, here it seems to me that something is behind them, a vision of 

patriarchal society. Everyone has to stay in his place according to this vision and it 

seems to me that they are all a bit motivated by this kind of idea. Those who make 

them want society to remain as it was 100 years ago. Another thing that doesn't 

convince me much is the question of simplification. I don't think that those who 

share these images simplify the discourse, but I think they simply see it from a 

different, wrong point of view. And it has to be recognised as a different point of 

view and by debating it, it has to be understood that that point of view is wrong. 



 

134 
 

PA

GE  

\* 

ME

RG

EF

OR

M

AT

2 

everyone is quickly offended 

nowadays. (FG 9 RO with boys). 

By saying that it is simplified or that only 11-year-olds share it, in my opinion you 

leave an escape route to the thoughts behind these things. (FG 7 IT CEsi) 

Q: How much do you see something like this? [Anti-women memes] “I have heard 

but mostly in the format of a joke”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

“I've come across this kind of joke very often”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

Q: Do people act on it? 

“They laugh if it's a joke. If it is taken seriously by the girl affected, the rest in the 

group will be siding with her”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

Q: It seems to me that they are not taken very seriously, so I don't see the meaning 

in reacting to them”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

“When there are girls in the group, they usually react. If not, nobody is raising their 

hand to make a fuss”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

“I see more jokes like this in people in their 40s. Personally, I don't look at them as 

long as it's a joke, and it should not be taken seriously. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

“Honestly, it seems to me that everyone is offended too quickly, especially on social 

media and related to controversial topics”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

(FG 9 RO with boys). 

Q: Have you witnessed misogyny? 

“Maybe more in the context of a joke”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 

“It is usually allowed to pass unnoticed unless the girl has an intervention”. 

(RO_boy_age 16-18) 

“It depends on everyone's perspective. If it is not taken seriously and the girl is not 

affected, it is not considered. If the girl is affected action is taken”. (RO_boy_age 16-

18)  

(FG 9 RO with boys). 

Offensive/racist/ 

Young boys from BE FG1 (mainly 

Muslim boys) visit common 

platforms  “Reddit”, “4chan”, “8chan 

and gaming platforms such as 

“Twitch”, “Discord” and “Steam”. 

Racist comments and Nazi symbols 

and Islamist extremism symbols 

common and displayed without 

hesitation. Yet, most of it is fun and 

only a minority are extremist and try 

to recruit or influence. 

Mostly posted by men/boys but also 

some girls.  

Memes unlikely to contribute to 

racism or extremism, they already 

exists in people 

 

Some memes are deliberately 

offensive, some are just fun. Often 

young people don’t realise how 

offensive a post or meme is. (FG4 

Greece girls) 

 

Memes used to achieve something or 

get a message across,  

Memes used as a way to express 

their opinion, often reproducing 

stereotypes such as that women 

can’t be leaders (GR FG 4 girls) 

Regarding far-right extremism, almost all students confirmed the presence of its 

supporters in many forums and channels that they regularly visit like “Reddit”, 

“4chan”, “8chan”, including those platforms exploited by gamers to start live 

sessions of gaming for their followers, like “Twitch”, “Discord” and “Steam”. In 

particular, one student attends all these platforms and forums. 

Racist comments, especially against black people, and Nazi symbols are very 

popular there and appear in a very clear way without any kind of embarrassment.  

Despite this statement, pupils think that these people represent a minority. In their 

opinion, only a few influencers could be really extremists and so spread an 

extremist political ideology. The rest of the users only think that it could be fun. It 

is only a game for them. Only one student thinks that these messages are 

sometimes aimed at offending and attacking people and sometimes just aimed at 

having fun. 

“There are some people that believe in what they say. Maybe they say these things 

[during the game] just to bother you, but they believe in it.” (FG Males, D., 

Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

“You can see noises symbols, Islamist symbols that could be racist.” (FG Males, D., 

Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

“Most of the time there is racism online. It is easy to see racism against Muslim, 

black people, everyone.” (FG Males, J., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

“There are some people who influence their followers so that they also believe in 

it [referring to extremism] and spread it on the net.” (FG Males, D., 

Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). 

 (FG1 Belgium, boys) 

Focusing on a gender perspective, almost all students think that memes and racist 

and extremist content are spread by boys/men more than girls/women. For two 

students the responsibility is equally divided between males and females.  (FG1 

Belgium, boys) 

When asked how these memes might affect people’s attitudes, the students 

thought that people would already harbour bad feelings before seeing these 
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 Girls in Greek FG more aware of the 

negative effect of memes on women 

and of memes being offensive. They 

find them manipulative, serving their 

interest, that they have a hidden 

agenda, and that there should be a 

limit to having fun at the expenses of 

others.  

Yet, in FG5 Greece with boys, more 

accommodating approach to 

memes. Acknowledges that there are 

far-right and far-left memes and that 

they are common but unlikely to 

have an effect on the our lives, 

mostly amplified through algorithm 

and not a reflection of true presence 

among young people (FG 6 Greece, 

boys)  

Thus, gender perspective evident in 

the Greek case at least.  

 

Has Moroccan boyfriend, and would 

make such jokes as well when they 

are together but outside of that, 

doesn’t perceive racist memes as 

funny at all, although under certain 

contexts might laugh at some 

memes and joke about it. (FG 7 CESI, 

Beatrice) 

 

Racist memes carries an implicit 

message of normalisation and 

usually speak to ‘a less sensitive 

audience’ (NA: implying class 

difference here? ) 

 

memes, rather than the memes being the cause of extremist or radical points of 

view. (FG2 BE girls) 

When asked about intentions in creating/spreading, a participant said that “some 

memes are meant to make you laugh whereas others are meant to insult or make 

fun of people” (FG mixed, Nikos, 16-18). Another participant added that some 

young people of their age “might not realize that these can be hurtful”, and that is 

often the case (FG4 mixed, Yameena, 16-18). 

In terms of the use of memes, which can be humorous, one student mentioned: 

‘In general, I think that all these videos and the captions [accompanying 

videos/photos and other posts] and all these, partially erm… hide a part of the 

truth from what is really going on, with the aim to either manipulate erm… people 

or to serve their own interests…’ P8, gender: girl, 16-18 (FG mixed, P5, Markopoulo, 

16-18)  

Another female student mentioned an example of a small video [with an 

approximate duration of two seconds], that lead to the polarisation of the society 

and its division into two sides. Students further elaborated on examples of tragic 

events that are turned into memes, such as the murder of George Floyd. P3, 

gender: girl, 16-18 (FG mixed, P5, Markopoulo, 16-18), mentioned: ‘There are some 

limits in having fun that should not be exceeded, after all’. (FG4 GR girls) 

Beatrice: yes, just a couple of words, because I generally agree with the idea. I 

haven't really seen these memes for years; I had completely eliminated them. I 

don't know, maybe I'll use an example that's close to me. My boyfriend is Muslim, 

he's Moroccan and we've been together for many years, so between me and him 

there's a tendency to make irony about things... for Italy. But then Italy makes fun 

of itself for what? For the fact that we make gestures, but there is not the same 

kind of offence behind what is said. On the other hand, he is the first in certain 

situations to make irony on certain issues... and the context in which he and I are 

alone allows me to do it too. But I would never allow myself and I don't find it funny 

in any other context than with him. And so, I think that this should be applied to 

everything, I don't find any of these memes funny at all, not even the following 

ones personally. I think irony is something else. So, I agree, but it always depends 

a lot on the context. (FG 7 IT Cesi) 

Alessandra: (…) I think they convey an implicit message of normalisation, or, in any 

case, they convey the message that these are particular subjects, but you can joke 

about them because they are different people. Therefore, they are entitled to be 

made fun of. I don't know if I've explained it well. Besides the fact that, as always, 

the usual stereotypes are reconfirmed, especially in the third image, which 

personally is the one that bothers me the most because it gives an idea that is not 

that of true Islam. In other words, it refers to those very earthy concepts that reach 

a less sensitive audience. (FG7 IT CESI) 

Related to age 

 

Young people familiar with memes 

as they are online a lot 

 

Young people mot realise that 

memes can be hurtful  

 

Memes appeal mostly to young boys. 

Children more vulnerable at being 

influenced (FG 5 GR, mainly girls) 

 

Don’t think that far right memes are 

shared by older people. From my 

experience they are shared by much 

The Far-right extremism and [3.] Gaming, humour, irony, parody as pathways to 

radicalisation 

The discussion about this topic was very interesting and revealed a strong 

exposure of young people to memes, forums, and video games that could spread 

far-right content and narratives. 

All kinds of memes that have been used for the focus group were familiar to pupils 

because they spend much time on the web, also visiting specific forums and 

platforms where people post and share this content. Moreover, a student had 

already seen one of those memes on Instagram. 

“They are very popular.” (FG Males, A., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). (FG1 BE) 

When asked about intentions in creating/spreading, a participant said that “some 

memes are meant to make you laugh whereas others are meant to insult or make 

fun of people” (FG mixed, Nikos, 16-18). Another participant added that some 

young people of their age “might not realize that these can be hurtful”, and that is 

often the case (FG mixed, Yameena, 16-18).[ FG4 GR mainly girls] 
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younger kids, as they remind me of 

my high school year. (FG 7 IT) 

 

Maybe a 10 or 11 years old boy might 

find them interesting! (FG7 IT) 

Lorenza: so, linking up with what Alessandra was saying, I found it very strange 

that she found them [far-right memes] shared by people of an older age anyway. 

Because I've noticed that these kinds of memes, which I don't see because I don’t 

follow pages of this kind, come from much younger people. In fact, they remind 

me a lot of memes that were shared by my peers when I was maybe in junior high 

school. So, I don't know, I found it a bit strange because I find them shared by very 

young kids. (FG7 IT) 

Unconscious bias/stereotypes 

 

Memes reproduce stereotypes, 

unconsciously  

Stereotypes of Muslims, of LGTBQI+, 

of women 

From the beginning of the discussion, students wanted to talk about gender 

equality, LGBTQI+ people, stereotypes and relevant concepts, while they urged to 

bring out the subject throughout the discussion. They mentioned the way the 

memes, and the comments on the relevant posts, reproduce relevant stereotypes, 

such as that women cannot lead and do not have leadership skills.  (FG 5 GR] 
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Node Memo Resilience 
  

Campaigns to raise 
awareness/school/social media/ 
Prevention work needed 
 
FG1 BE: Not much peers can do to stop 
radicalisation but might be able to talk 
the friend out of certain ideas and 
influence his friend in a good way.  
School is the place where one spend 
most time, best place to do prevention 
work 
Family has to provide the right 
guidance.  
FG10 RO girls: having an anti-racist 
movement is so crucial 
Wouldn’t dare to speak out on my own   
Run campaigns to raise awareness on 
social media platforms that young 
people use e.g. TikTok 
More discussions and debates on 
sexual harassment at school, currently 
not enough of that.  
Show sympathy to people with 
extremist inclination, they might need 
psychological support 
FG2 BE girls: Prevention at school good 
but you don’t know what is going on 
outside school , still worth educating at 
school about extremism and 
prevention.  
FG3 Greece: Teach a good 
understanding of human rights and 
respect for people’s rights 
Teach children at early age what forms 
violence can take  
Education primary mean by which 
extremism and violence can be 
avoided.  
Cultivating critical thinking 
Schools and educators must do more 
to openly discuss the effects of 
extremism and polarisation.  
FG4 GR: empower young people to 
counter extremism for that they need 
to know more about it, otherwise they 
will think you can’t change that! 
Address corporate punishment within 
families and domestic violence, such 
behaviour is linked to extremist views.  
Make compulsory therapy once a year 
for everyone as violent behaviour has 
underlying psychological issues  
 
FG2 BE girls: Used to believe 
conspirarcy theories and follow them, 
but it’s feeding bad energy, should be 
more education about it.  

The participants really emphasised the issue of what goes on at home, and how 
this appears to be the main contributing factors to people’s perspectives and 
attitudes. (FG2BE girls) 
 
“I have friends who distribute anti-racist materials online. There is also an anti-
racist movement so that makes me happy”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 
 
Q: But is there a movement? 
I would feel alone, I would not feel supported, and I would be afraid to comment 
because they were too normalized. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 
 
“I used to love conspiracy theories… but I realised its time consuming and it’s not 
really the facts… it’s like feeding the brain bad energy… and I think you should 
educate more about it.” (FG: Females/Speaker 3/Antwerp/16-19). 
 
 “I think that needs to be from people… from the same [age] group, because 
we’re more comfortable with each other, because if see someone who is trying to 
teach us something, and they are much older, who doesn’t understand us, or how 
we feel and everything, we hear everything, but we don’t take it very seriously, 
because we are more influenced by our friends.” (FG: Females/Speaker 
1/Antwerp/16-19). 
 
This point made me reflect on the issue of how quickly the dissemination of 
radical or extremist points of view can evolve, and how different generations may 
require specific or tailored P/CVE programmes. (FG2 BE girls) 
 
Another participant expressed the opinion that many young people believe that 
they cannot really contribute to countering extremist/polarizing phenomena, and 
as a consequence they do not take action- they might not follow or imitate 
extremist views, but they don’t do much to counter them either (FG mixed, Nikos, 
16-18). “Everyone should know what extremism and radicalisation is before 
launching a campaign to counter them”  [FG4 GR girls mainly]  
 
“There should be no violent behaviour when it comes to parents and teachers, as 
domestic violence causes extremist views”. “We should train people of all ages, 
and make therapy visits compulsory for everyone, at least once per year, as 
violent behaviour is usually caused by psychological issues” (FG mixed, Yameena, 
16-18). [FG4 GR girls mainly]  
 
They also mentioned that relevant discussions, such as the one implemented in 
the context of the project PARTICIPATION, should be conducted more frequently. 
(FG5 GR girls mainly) 
 
 
Lorenza: Very briefly, I always link to the school space because in my opinion it is 
basic for the formation of the citizen; therefore, we must start from there for 
young people. As regards censorship, in the sense that we have heard of teachers 
being forbidden to talk about certain topics such as vaccines in order to avoid 
discriminating against perhaps unvaccinated students or students whose families 
did not want to vaccinate them. In my opinion it is very important to avoid this 
kind of censorship in order to promote a more open dialogue and above all to try 
to respect all positions and to have a constructive dialogue. (FG7 IT) 
 
Antonio: yes, thank you very much. I share the opinion of the others that the focal 
point should be first of all education, therefore the school and consequently also 
the family. And it doesn't necessarily have to be the family that has to inculcate a 
whole series of values in young people, but it can be the young people themselves 
who learn them from society or from school and bring them into their own 
families. I don't make a mystery of it, topics such as homosexuality or the opening 
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Peer to peer support best; if we get 
given advice by adults or other 
educators we don’t take it seriously.  
FG5 GR girls: Have debates such as this 
focus group more often 
 
FG7: Obvious place to start with 
prevention is schools and raising 
awareness  
Avoid censorship and encourage open 
dialog 
Censorship will encourage 
radicalisation (more argued in the 
context of anti-vaxxers) 
Help young men (incels) to understand 
their behaviour by showing 
narrative/stories of men who had 
similar problems but managed to 
overcome it.  
Empathy is important  
Counter-narratives on social media 
Young people often don’t get the 
important things being preached at 
school, I only understood the value of it 
10 years later.  
Create opportunities for young people 
so that they are positive about the 
future, less angry and frustrated.  
FG8: Intervene at an early age, state 
intervention through schools 
 
FG9 and 10 RO: have more classes with 
debates at school,  to have an 
environment that teaches inclusion and 
tolerance 

towards what in Italy are religious minorities such as Islam, were not well seen 
within my family context. Because we are talking about people who have always 
lived in a small town in a certain educational and social context. So, we should not 
repress these people, but rather contribute to improve them. At the same time, I 
think that social networks should not be a way to educate in some ways, because 
the only way that social networks have to control content is censorship. If you 
censor you have the opposite result. People who already feared a certain problem 
will see that all the voices in their choir are censored and will believe that there 
really is a conspiracy to silence a whole series of people. So, censorship only 
exacerbates and indeed gives you the right to "radicalise". (FG7 IT) 
 
Piero: I will try to be extremely telegraphic. What kind of approach to take, as 
young people? Certainly, to be curious. Because so often we are deceived by the 
fact that it is necessary and obligatory to have an opinion on everything. That's 
wrong. You don't need to have an opinion on everything and, especially if you 
really want to have an opinion, it's good to do your research first. I agree with 
what Beatrice said, that examples of lived life are the best way to learn from 
people for better or for worse. In the sense that if one has the curiosity to 
understand how certain dynamics take place, it is good to ask those who have 
already experienced these dynamics at first hand, so that if there is the desire to 
express one's opinion, at least it should be done with full knowledge of the facts. 
Moreover, with regard to how to address young people in this context, I certainly 
believe that empathy is fundamental because we are in a world today in 2022 
where you cannot think of teaching things to young people as they were taught in 
1920. In my opinion, in a fast-moving world like ours, it is essential to be 
empathetic. We have been through issues, situations, that our parents did not 
experience. Many, including toxic machismo or patriarchate... or what do I know 
… about homosexuality and so on. So, yes, I think that a good dose of empathy is 
fundamental. [FG7] 
 
Alberto: (…) I also agree about the school which also helped me personally. Since 
they haven't come out, social posts made in a cool way, that young people might 
like, might be a good idea. The problem with that is that you need money... it's 
not easy to do. You can reach a lot of people but then to make a video and to 
promote it on social networks there has to be someone behind it, you can't do it 
alone. At school, maybe it is easier with non-profit organisations to organise 
something that gathers more people. The things I said at school were useful to me 
too, but I understood many things 10 years later. There were some very 
interesting speeches that I didn't have the means to understand at that age. So 
don't start thinking that young people know what polarisation is. Young people do 
not know how to orientate themselves; they have a point of view and there is no 
one pole or another pole, but they have to understand it a little bit. So, I don't 
know how to do it, but it would be good to make them understand this. That 
concludes the speech, thank you.  
 
Luigi: just one thing I wanted to add to what the others have said, and that is to 
encourage the kind of figures or stimuli that create a positive vision of the future. 
I recall what I was saying before about uncertainty: if you have a positive vision of 
the future, you can also be more empathetic, more patient and rational and less 
angry. So, it doesn't take just one match to set everything on fire, it takes many. If 
you have a positive view of the future and more opportunities for younger people 
so that you have a positive view of the future and not one of pessimism. That's it. 
(FG 7) 
 
P3: In my opinion, apart from state intervention through a law towards these 
serious extremisms, they should be countered through state intervention. Above 
all, we should intervene in schools from a very young age. We must have a deep-
rooted culture of respect, and this alone must be ingrained. In my opinion, this is 
the only way to combat these cases of pure violence, not only physical but also 
mental. [FG8] 
The responses indicated the fact that the lack of conversation may, in fact, lead to 
extremist views or polarised opinons due to these views not being challenged in 
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the right environment. When asked if more classes would potentially help, 
students answered that: 
“Honestly, I would need to. I think it would help to have extra” (Oana, Women FG, 
Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 
“Me too, I believe that by not coming into an environment that teaches you 
inclusion and tolerance, you believe an opinion influenced by what you see 
around you” (Andreea, Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18) 
 
Both groups were asked about what kind of measures or actions they would see 
as necessary to try to prevent radicalisation in their groups or society at large. 
Some responded that work needs to be done on social media, campaigns or 
posting individually to counter radicalised or polarised opinions. For example, 
Anca said “I’ve seen and experienced bullying towards people who want to be 
themselves, vulnerable. The current humorous post-irony. We make fun of 
everything, nonsense, we make fun of people dancing or anything creative (Anca, 
Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). Also someone else rasied that they have 
seen “hatred towards positions of equality, solidarity and influence. Social media 
seems to make everything worse because it's easier. They will not face it (the 
perpetrators)” (Oana, Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 
As mentioned before, they see posting on social media as an effective measure 
but also educational, psychological work for the one spreading polarised viwes 
and more involvment in the educational sector: 
“Posting on social media and tiktok for tolerance and prevention” (Clara, Women 
FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 
“To normalize the action towards psychological help. Try to help the extremist, 
instead of going against him” (Andreea, Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 
“It would be very important to talk at school because the discussions are far from 
enough” (Clara, Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 
“If we continue in this way, more needs to be done than education” ((Mirel, Man 
FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO16-18) 
 
Q: For gender issues that lead to extremism, what could combat gender 
stereotypes that can lead to violence? 
“It starts with the education people receive from home from parents and 
relatives. I think it also comes from the way a person experiences life and 
develops”. 
“Education it's hard to define. I think it's very difficult, but even though it's 
possible, I think it's much more complicated than including sex education. And I'm 
good with sex education in schools, but I think the prevention of extremism has 
something to do with a country's history”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 
 
Q: Can you do anything? 
“The target areas for human trafficking are those in rural areas and I don't know 
what I could do”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 
“It seems to me that the only thing that can be done, I think you can help her to 
be careful. Not to take the risk”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 
“Women should be more careful even if it doesn't suit them or it’s annoying to 
have to do that”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 
“Those who kidnap should be more educated”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 
  

  

Just ignore them/difficult to change it 
 
FG2 BE girls:  
You can talk to them but they are not 
going to change, it’s just the way they 
speak (referring to sexist/racist 
language?)  
Talk to the persona at school but might 
go in from one ear and come out one 
ear! 

“This is not something you can change, like you can have a lesson, you can teach 
them at school, but that happens in school, you don’t know what happens outside 
school. So its not that you can control their lives and see what they actually do… 
so I think yes, you can try, but it’s 50/50, you can try, you can teach them, but 
outside school, its like going in one ear and out the other.” (FG: Females/Speaker 
5/Antwerp/16-19). (FG2 BE girls) 
 
“You can’t change a person if they don’t want to be changed, and I think that’s 
their own decision. I believe everybody can change, but with time.” (FG: 
Females/Speaker 5/Antwerp/16-19). 
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Might be able to change but with time. 
It’s their own decision! 
FG11 UK: Response to anti-vaxx and 
conspiracy postings; would just ignore 
it! 
Another student: would comment 
about it because she has anti-vaxx 
people at work which she finds 
annoying. 
FG2 BE: Critical skills not everybody’s 
cup of tea, not everybody has the same 
ability. 

 
“I have the impression that you are trying in vain to change their mind”. 
(RO_girl_age 16-18) 
 
I described in particular the issue of instilling people with critical thinking skills, to 
which one participant replied: 
“That will help, but maybe not for everybody. Not everybody has the same 
abilities. Today, in this generation it’s very difficult to try to explain something to 
them, it’s not very easy to change that.” (FG: Females/Speaker5/Antwerp/16-19). 
(FG2 BE girls) 
 

Accept sexual diversity in society early 
on 

Finally, with regard to the fight against radicalisation, according to the students, 
the process that can optimally lead to cases of deradicalisation must be based 
first of all on a process of education that must begin in the family and continue at 
school, and on active listening to others, encouraging understanding and 
acceptance of the diversity of lifestyles and cultures inherent in society: unity and 
cooperation between people is the real solution for breaking down forms of 
violent extremism. [FG8 IT] 
 
 

Becoming more aware when with age 
 
FG10 RO girls: You grow out of such 
memes 

“After I came to high school, the conversation has changed. We used to laugh at 
them but now I feel different about these jokes”. [FG10 RO girls] 
 
 

More collaborative and supportive 
culture needed 
FG10 RO girls: It makes me happy to 
see anti-racist movement 
Early intervention important and 
instilling a culture of collaboration and 
support not competition. Psychological 
well-being also important. 
Empathy is important 
Signalling people who have made 
mistakes that they can make a new 
start.  
Focus on self-esteem of every boy, 
young man and woman because lack of 
self-esteem might trigger these 
mechanism  
 
 

“I have friends who distribute anti-racist materials online. There is also an anti-
racist movement so that makes me happy”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 
 
Q: But is there a movement? 
I would feel alone, I would not feel supported, and I would be afraid to comment 
because they were too normalized. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 
 
In Europe, in general, there is a lack of education in emotionality. There is too 
much education in competing with others. We live in a race, you have to arrive 
first, if you don't arrive at a certain result you are devalued. It increases the 
frustrations you encounter during a university or school career, being laughed at. 
We are used to competing, to running like horses with blinkers on. It's something 
we're instilled with from childhood. You have to get an A in school, you have to be 
the best in the class. Why can't we teach cooperation?! Or this is the result you 
got, you can get a higher one, but if you can't do it, it's OK. We are thrown into a 
world that runs faster than us and we don't want to keep up. We become 
neurotic before the age of 30 and then extremism happens. Then we start to 
radicalise certain thoughts. Then things like Incels arise who get frustrated with 
situations that society has told them to do that way and behave that way. There is 
no emotional education from one point of view and on the other we are brought 
up to compete against each other, not as a team. I am everyone's enemy and 
everyone is my enemy.  
MODERATOR: Exactly, there is no sharing. 
P4: If we go on like this, in the end we will always produce what we have always 
produced for years.  
MODERATOR: How do young people today respond to this extremism? What 
could we tell them?  
P4: In my opinion there are no things that should be said. It's a question of 
reassuring these people. For some things, words are not enough, you need a kind 
of emotional journey, but sometimes a hug is the best thing. I don't think it's in 
our nature to always take everything to extremes, whether negative or positive. 
We do not live by extremism, but we are mentally inclined to it. So, we have to 
make the subject understand that he is not the one who is wrong, but that there 
is no concrete error, there is no cause, that's how it was, but it is not the end of 
the line, you can reset, start again, everything depends on you and your life is in 
your hands. There are bigger things, but words are of little use. Emotional contact 
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is often more useful than telling people: 'You know, you can start again', because 
it sounds easy to say, but not so easy to do.  
 [FG8 IT] 
 

Media responsibility 
 
FG2 BE girls: Better if social media 
companies monitor the site to prevent 
extremism rather than providing 
critical thinking skills (more in favour of 
hard measures than soft) 
 
FG 4 GR girls: Start with media to raise 
awareness about extremism as they 
have a big influence on society.   
 
 

Finally, when asked about countering radical or extremist ideologies online, the 
participants believed that having social media companies monitor their content 
would be more effective at countering the spread of these ideologies, rather than 
giving critical thinking skills to the public. One participant offered up the idea of 
using apps to help to spread respectful messaging to younger generations (FG2 BE 
girls) 
 
On countering strategies: “We should count on media as (for better or worse) are 
very influential, and that should be the starting point”. “Media should highlight 
the negative side of extremism and radicalisation and the repercussions they have 
on society as a whole” (FG mixed, Nikos, 16-18). 
 
‘Some things should be considered wrong, I think’ (on the establishment of 
measures on social media and other platforms) P6, gender: girl, 16-18 (FG mixed, 
P5, Markopoulo, 16-18) 
Another student mentioned that such a campaign should start from the internet, 
as it has a great impact on young people.  
In terms of the topics of the campaign, they mentioned that they would start 
from LGBTQI+ issues, gender, gender identity, sexuality, as well as discrimination, 
and the promotion of unity amongst all people. (FG5 GR girls mainly) 

Don't preach young people 
 
FG13 UK boys:  
You can’t really give them advice; got 
to learn through their own experience  
There is not one form of advice, 
everyone uses social media in different 
ways 
Racism is prevalent, you will always 
have that, especially in Manchester.  
That’s life isn’t it! 
World is not built to be perfect! 
If you change one person, there’s still 
thousands of other people 
If you tell them not to do it, they are 
more likely to do it! 
Strict parents make secretive kids! 

INTERVIEWER 
No, not doing it.  What advice would you be giving that age group at what they 
look at on social media.   
MALE 
You don’t need to give them advice because they’ve just got to learn through 
their own experiences.  Because what he’s done on social media might be 
different to someone else, you can’t advice on things like that.   
INTERVIEWER 
So, is that a general thing, a live and live, and let them learn their own way, even 
if the stuff they’re looking at, that they’re being exposed to is really, really 
extreme? 
MALE  
Yes. 
MALE  
Yes, because it’s always going to be that.  
INTERVIEWER 
Even if it was racist, even if it was –  
MALE 
That’s life.  
MALE  
Especially living in Manchester, you’re going to see racism more.  Even if it’s like 
you go to a club and someone will get let in because they’re with Black lads, that 
happens.   
MALE 
It’s life isn’t it.  
MALE 
It’s just what happens.  It’s not good but you’ve just got to deal with it.   
INTERVIEWER 
You wouldn’t want to change that in some way? 
MALE  
Yes, but you can’t change it because people [unintelligible 00:32:17].  
MALE 
There’s always going to be evil in this world.  It’s not built to be perfect.   
INTERVIEWER 
Shall we just accept that? 
MALE 
Unless you’re [unintelligible 00:32:31].   
INTERVIEWER 
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Do you not want to resist that even? 
MALE  
No. 
MALE 
I’ll try.  
MALE 
What are you going to do?  If you change one person there’s still thousands of 
other people that – 
MALE 
If you go and tell a kid, a 13 year old that they can’t go and look at stuff on the 
internet they’re more likely to [overtalking 00:32:54].  
INTERVIEWER 
I mean I think that’s a really good point.  That kind of strategy to use.   
MALE 
Have you heard strict parents makes secretive kids? 
INTERVIEWER 
No, I haven’t heard that.  
MALE  
[Unintelligible 00:33:08] at a certain point in their life where they can understand, 
and you just have a conversation with them.  Don’t give them advice but just tell 
them. 
INTERVIEWER 
All right, so what’s the conversation then? 
MALE 
Try and – 
MALE  
If you don’t think it’s right don’t do it.  Simple.  (FG13 UK) 
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Node Memo Social Polarisation 
Brief summary Quotes 

Examples of social polarisation or 
extremism 
Young students (boys, mainly Muslim in 
Belgium, ages 16-19) who were conducting 
the FG in English were lacking the 
vocabulary to elaborate on their 
understanding of social polarisation. Hence 
they were given pandemic and how 
Government’s handling of it had created  
social polarisation to which they could 
relate.  
Debates around wearing headscarf felt as 
polarising:  A young Muslim girl from 
Belgium describes how wearing religious 
symbols is not outlawed anymore and that 
she recently started to wear her headscarf 
at her student job. She felt the intimidating 
look of people and felt stigmatised.  
Greece FG with girls, also couldn’t related 
to the term social polarisation but when 
given examples they were able to have a 
conversation about it. Discussion on social 
polarisation and radicalisation and 
extremism intertwined (see especially 
Greece FG with girls). One girl associated 
social polarisation with holding extreme 
viewpoints, another one with the outlawed 
Greek ultranationalist political party 
Golden Dawn linking it to radicalisation and 
extremes leading to violence. In same FG 
with girls in Greece at high school (ages 16-
18) they mentioned a range of extremists 
positions such as hooliganism, sexism, anti-
vax, homophobia and all other forms of 
phobias.  
Social polarisation identified as lack of 
social cohesion and division of the society 
along men and women and discrimination 
based on appearance and disability, and on 
any other forms of discrimination.  
Social polarisation perceived as something 
stable and enduring (Greece, mainl girls 
FG) and as a “social tendency” to 
categorise  everything in the society, a sort 
of othering between natives and the 
others, the ‘foreigners’ or those who are 
new to a particular place or culture. This 
leads to divisions and segregation (FG IT 
CeSI, mixed group, uni students, 
Alessandra) 
No-vax/pro-vax groups example of 
polarisation in most of the FGs mentioned 
because as a Loreanza from IT Cesi mixed 
group says, it is the “closest  to us now”. 
Levels of education and generational 
differences contributes to social 
polarisation and is in itself an example of 
social polarisation 

“I work, I have a student job, and before we could not wear religious things, like a 
cross or a head scarf. But now, we can wear them. I work on the weekend, and last 
week it was my first time wearing my head scarf in my job. And I saw the people 
really looking at me, but it wasn’t nice.” (FG: Females/Speaker 2/Antwerp/16-19). 
 
‘I think I have an impression of what they are [the terms]… I think they pertain the 
support of extreme viewpoints’ (FG girls mainly group, Greece,  P5, girl, 16-18,) 
 
Another female participant gave the example of Golden Dawn (ultranationalist 
political party in Greece) and explained that radicalisation indicates violence and, in 
general, the extremes. Other participants mentioned hooliganism, sexism, 
antivaccinists, homophobia and all other ‘-phobias’ amongst the examples they 
identified.  (FG girls mainly group, Greece, 16-18). 
 
Two students concluded that social polarisation describe the discrimination on the 
basis of any characteristic. ‘Polarisation equals differentiation… This is our 
conclusion’ P3, gender: girl, 16-18 (FG predominantly girls group, P5, Markopoulo, 
16-18) 
 
‘To tell you the truth, the way I perceive the word [social polarisation], it seems to 
be like something that remains stable… something like that’ P6, gender: girl, 16-18 
(FG mainly girl group, P5, Markopoulo, 16-18) 
 
Alessandra: yes, let's say, briefly… however, this speech made me think of a sort of 
social tendency to polarise various categories in society, it's a very current thing. 
Beyond the example of the no vax/pro vax, also unfortunately we see more and 
more a conception of society as us ... natives within a society and the others, who 
are for example the foreigner, the one who has arrived, who does not know well 
the culture of a place ... and in my opinion this is also a form of polarisation of 
society. Less fortunately marked, but this is also a phenomenon that leads to 
division and a sort of segregation in some way. (FG IT CeSI, mixed group, uni 
students, Alessandra) 
 
Lorenza: […] I always go back to it because it's the one that's closest to us now, the 
example of antivaxxes. (IT_CeSi FG, mixed, university students, online). 
 
Antonio: yes, no, a very short thing... Lorenza gave a very good idea, that is, as an 
example of polarisation I was also thinking about the fact that at an educational 
level there is a huge gap between the previous generations, our parents' 
generations, and ours. In the generation of our parents there are many people who 
started working very early and dropped out of school, there are many adults with 
an eighth-grade education; on the other hand, in our generation, because of the 
competition to get a good job, people are now aiming for degrees even higher than 
a bachelor's or master's degree. This cultural and educational gap also exacerbates 
differences in political trends and choices. And therefore, the difference between 
the average young voter with a high level of education and the average adult voter 
over 50 with an eighth-grade education or even a higher education is very visible in 
the statistics... So maybe this is an example of polarisation. (IT_CeSi FG, mixed, 
university students, online). 
 
But we should use our heads a little more. The problem with No Vax is the 
instrumentalization of these masses, of people who, in my opinion, are ignorant, 
who do not base their ideas on anything concrete and documentable, they get 
caught up in these ideas, which in some ways are crazy ideas, and they are 
instrumentalised. So, the problem is at the root. It's the terms that are being used 
for the issue, given that everyone is free to do what they want, I personally would 
not stand on this issue with all this freedom of choice, I would potentially be for 
compulsory vaccination. (FG IT_UNICT_women uni, Person 6). 
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When polarisation happens such as 
pro/anti-vax, no attempt to reconcile and 
find common ground; both sides claim 
absolute truth (IT_UNICT women, uni 
students, person 6). 
Also opposing views with pro-migrant/anti-
immigration 
Problem not having opposing views but the 
intrumentalisation of such views and the 
exploitation of people who hold for 
example anti-vax views. (FG IT_ UNICT_ 
women uni, Person 6) 
Being anti/pro a range of topics i.e. gay 
marriage, vaccine, war in Ukraine, social 
justice,  (UK FG_mainly girls_high school 
16-17 age groups) 
Hyper masculinity/ hyper femininity also 
examples of polarisation linked to 
homophobia, sexism and racism.  
 

As opposing views, poles, divisional 
Social polarisation being defined as 
extreme positions, being on the right and 
left end of the ideological/political 
spectrum, opposites, duality, marked by 
clear positionality; you either like it or you 
don’t. (UK FG_mainly girls_high school 16-
17 age groups) 
 
Social polarisation creates “little quarter” 
with like-minded followers (UK FG_mainly 
girls_high school 16-17 age groups) 
 
Cancel culture also contributes to social 
polarisation as it prevents from debates 
taking place and ‘no one is being educated’ 
(FG UK mixed, uni) 
 
Social polarisation “divides” everything 
into men and women (Greece, mainly girls 
FG, 16-18). (hints that gender debates are 
polarising) 
 
Most definition of social polarisation 
relates to ideologies but one uni student in 
Italy (Piero) tries to explain it by 
(economic) advantages of a small number 
of people over others; the between the 
haves and not haves. But idea is not picked 
up in the group and the emphasis shifts on 
ideology 
 
Not only of opposing views, there is also a 
lot of common ground in the society such 
as on tripartion of political power, on 
condemning extremism, thus social 
polarisation is when these common 
grounds are rejects and a position is taken 
that questions the status quo. (Antonio, IT 
FG, CeSi mixed, uni) 

FEMALE  
So we were talking about vaccines Yeah, so people that wants to have them and 
people that doesn't want to have them. . You know, if most of the people were 
thinking of having or not having it, but I think you have to have it you want to travel 
or something. And we're talking about gay marriage and people that are against it 
and people that are pro-gay marriage. And also about the war in Ukraine right now, 
what's happening right now and people that wants it to happen.  
FEMALE  
We also talked about like people, there is a culture like, pro-social justice or any 
social justice like there's the like the people that will post all things on their stories 
and on their accounts and things trying to like, and make things better in a way, and 
then just the people who kind of think it's like it's funny, It's like funny to make fun 
of all that. I think it's funny to like I think it's like edgy or ironic to be like against that 
at the same time.  
FEMALE  
And one more, feminism and anti-feminism 
((UK FG_mainly girls_high school 16-17 age groups) 
 
FEMALE  
I think it's like creating little quarters, you know, because if, let's say that someone 
is Vegetarian or Vegan, you are going to have followers or meat eaters. And this 
person that is being there or being on is not going to follow someone that it's eating 
meat. Yeah, well, I mean so. ((UK FG_mainly girls_high school 16-17 age groups) 
FEMALE 2 
We were just discussing cancel culture and whether that did it into the category 
because is it where it’s people who are cancelling, and then there's ... Well, it’s not, 
I don't think, in some examples, because you have people who are cancelling and 
then, for me I don’t agree with cancel culture but I do agree with condoning 
behaviour, but I don't know that means that we something get rid of them. But then 
on the same time., cancel culture could apply to polarisation because people who 
are cancelling, say, Molly-Mae and then Molly-Mae’s fans. So it’s that sort of defe- 
like – 
(…)  
INTERVIEWER 2 
So are you kind of saying it’s a really unhealthy way of dealing with conflict and it 
maybe creates more social polarisation? 
FEMALE 2 
Because no one’s being educated in it, and I think for problems to now continue, or 
people to understand why something is a problem, I think education should be the 
core factor there. But cancelling someone and just everyone going, “This is awful, 
we get rid of it.” Maybe the people who are starting that might understand why it’s 
wrong, and so I appreciate that. But the gener- like the very young- well, not even 
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Don’t imagine social polarisation as multi-
polar but as bipolar hence marked by no 
compromise.   
Social polarisation not commonly heard in 
the media, what is more visible is the talk 
about radicalisation and extremism.  (IT 
mixed uni) 
Social polarisation as “a war of ideologies” 
(IT women uni)  
Tendency in the society to categories, 
label, dichotomise, to see extremes in 
everything, sterile categories,  black and 
white, left and right,  
Done out of simplicity, not maliciously  
“What you can’t control you try to 
remove” (IT women uni) 
Social polarisation can be played out online 
on social media between conflicting views 
and social groups 
Polarisation is common in society and not a 
minority issue. The no-vax is not as small 
and marginal as we think.(IT mixed uni) 
 

just the young people because it isn’t just young people who might not know, loads 
of people won’t know, who are then just then being engulfed by this cancel group 
because it’s also herd mentality as well. People don’t want to be cancelled 
themselves, so then they're afraid to even maybe question it. So then it’s just, “Let’s 
so with the cancelling,” and then no one even understands why they're cancelling, 
but it’s because what everyone was doing. (FG UK mixed, uni) 
‘I think that social polarisation is like the two poles, that they divide the society in 
women and men, that they divide everything on the basis of gender’ P4, gender: 
girl, 16-18 (FG mixed, P5, Markopoulo, 16-18)  
 
Piero: so, I would define social polarisation as a phenomenon that occurs within a 
context in which some people have a small number of advantages to the detriment 
of others who have none. 
MODERATOR: ok, thank you Piero. Perhaps someone can also simply confirm 
Piero’s definition or counter it, as you wish. Please Alberto. 
Alberto: I would have started from another point. Anyway, it's more about the ideas 
that people have, the information they have access to that are often quite different 
from one another and they reinforce themselves. So, I would say social groups that 
move apart for this reason, but at a certain point they have to come back together 
to make decisions like, for example, elections or living in the same city and they 
have difficulties to agree, let's say. 
(IT_mixed_ uni) 
 
Antonio: I would say that, given the fact that, as Luigi has just said, people in society 
are obviously not well divided into two poles, there is something in between. We 
can say that in a large way we can find a whole series of values and principles on 
which the vast majority of people agree. For example, the tripartition of political 
power... for example, extremism, at least as I perceive it, as I understand it, is the 
type of position that distances itself from the values shared by the majority. And 
therefore, it consists of a whole series of positions that question the status quo. 
(IT_mixed_ uni) 
 
Luigi: it's the same, no problem. No, I just wanted to add... in my opinion the 
difference between radicalisation and polarisation is that polarisation 
etymologically has two poles, or in any case I don't imagine a polarisation with 
several poles, I don't imagine it multipolar but bipolar. While in radicalization there 
could be several radicalized groups that stay firm on their ideas and precisely the 
radicalization as extremism in my opinion, summarizing it is the absence of search 
for compromise. And so, these are my ideas, I don't compromise with anything or 
anyone and I pursue those ideas by force many times. (IT_mixed_ uni) 
 
Luigi: it's the same, no problem. No, I just wanted to add... in my opinion the 
difference between radicalisation and polarisation is that polarisation 
etymologically has two poles, or in any case I don't imagine a polarisation with 
several poles, I don't imagine it multipolar but bipolar. While in radicalization there 
could be several radicalized groups that stay firm on their ideas and precisely the 
radicalization as extremism in my opinion, summarizing it is the absence of search 
for compromise. And so, these are my ideas, I don't compromise with anything or 
anyone and I pursue those ideas by force many times. 
(IT_mixed_ uni) 
 
P6: Seeing ourselves as rivals, when we are all experiencing the same emergency, all 
experiencing the same problem, but we see ourselves as rivals. 
MODERATOR 2: Everyone remains rooted in their own opinion and thinking.  
P6: There is a war of ideologies. (IT women uni) 
 
P4: The situation has become dichotomous. The whole of society is dichotomous. 
We all think in terms of the aut aut. There is this tendency to see extremism even in 
the reality that surrounds us.  
MODERATOR: Reality for us is categorised according to stereotypes. 
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P4: This is a bias, because our brain tends to reduce. up to leave those sterile 
categories... so, black and white, left or right. There is nothing else and there are no 
gradations in between.  
P5: There is a strong tendency that every thought has to be brought into a specific 
category, either black or white.  
P2: Everything has to be labelled. You have to give a category, it's done 
automatically, but not out of malice, it's done for simplicity. 
P4: Yes, we need to associate. 
P7: And often to contextualise. Also, because an idea may be right in one 
circumstance and maybe in another circumstance it may not be. You don't 
necessarily have to generalise. 
P2: You have to be aware that everything is very varied, that everything is very vast 
and that you can hardly fit it into one category. But what you can't control you try 
to remove. 
MODERATOR: Simplify and eliminate. 
P2: Yes.  
(IT uni women) 
 
FEMALE 3 
When we were kind of saying for polarisation, we got like opposing views maybe or 
like conflicting views within different social groups maybe. Or that could take 
maybe online through social media or something. (UK mixed uni age 20-22) 

Segregation/social cohesion/ diversity 
Social polarisation manifested in older 
generation not used to seeing different 
faces, skin tones etc. Not accepting 
diversity. (Belgium, FG girls high school) 
Muslim student wore a hijab for the first 
time at the work and received intimidating 
looks; examples of social polarisation (BE 
FG girls, high school) 
Segregation due to foreigners coming to a 
new place is also a form of social 
polarisation (IT FG mixed uni) 
Social polarisation related to integration, 
education and inclusion because identity 
crisis of second generation Muslims leads 
to marginalisation and then to ‘black holes’ 
where they do very dangerous things. (IT, 
Vittoria CESi mixed uni) 
 
Vocabulary used to describe ethnic 
minorities still very exclusive: for example 
Romanian boy FG referring to ‘people of 
colour’ ‘foreign people’ and ‘refugees’.  
Romanian FG with girls age 16-18 state 
that teachers are either supportive of 
diversity or against it. Expresses the need 
to have more discussions at school on 
issues of diversity.  
You grow up with stories about Romas, 
Romaphobie widespread, Hungarian’s 
more integrated.  
The issue of diversity is a topic for 
discussion at school a lot (RO_FG girls) 
In Romania not so much anti-Islam but 
more anti-Roma in fact, “Romanian more 
open to people from Middle East than to 
Romas”  
Thus racism is directed mainly towards the 
Roma community and less towards 

“People between like 16 and 30 [years old], they have no problem with cultural or 
religion or anything about that, but its more the old people that have problems… 
it’s like they have something against us… they are used to how things were like back 
in the day, they are just not used to new faces, skin tones, or anything like that.” 
(FG: Females/Speaker 1/Antwerp/16-19). 
Alessandra: yes, let's say, briefly… however, this speech made me think of a sort of 
social tendency to polarise various categories in society, it's a very current thing. 
Beyond the example of the no vax/pro vax, also unfortunately we see more and 
more a conception of society as us ... natives within a society and the others, who 
are for example the foreigner, the one who has arrived, who does not know well 
the culture of a place ... and in my opinion this is also a form of polarisation of 
society. Less fortunately marked, but this is also a phenomenon that leads to 
division and a sort of segregation in some way. (IT CeSi mixed uni) 
 
Vittoria: Of course, one of the places is also the school. We had briefly dealt with 
the attack at that French newspaper in Paris in 2015 at school with my Italian 
teacher. That for me was really a day well spent at school. Then, as far as 
polarisation is concerned, I wanted to add that polarisation on certain concepts is 
not extremely wrong. Let me explain, if a society polarises itself on the fact that 
homosexuality is not a crime, like maybe 100 years ago would not have happened, 
it is better. It's normal that society then polarises, I mean radicalises its thoughts 
within it because it's part of evolution, isn't it? I mean, I think so. And therefore, as 
far as extremism is concerned, I say that it happens when a person feels 
marginalised; in fact, speaking of Islamic extremism, it happens above all in the 
second generations, in the children ... second generation Muslims who feel 
marginalised, they feel neither Muslim nor part of the country in which they were 
born, and therefore they end up in these black holes and do very dangerous things. 
I would say it's absolutely part of integration, education, and inclusion. (IT, Vittoria 
CESi mixed uni) 
 
Q: Are there families of refugees? Students at school? 
 
“I saw people of color, but in the city”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 
“I saw foreign people coming to work but as an idea through very friendly. I think 
they are paid very little”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 
 
“I didn’t see refugees”. (RO_boy_age 16-18) 
 
Q: Does the school experience help you understand more diversity? 
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Muslims (summary of both FGs in 
Romania) 
In Romania students experienced polarised 
group dynamics or have been victims of 
such dynamics.  
Quite common to hear racist slurs that 
“foreigners not telling us what to do!” 
(Marcel, Man FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18) 

“Teachers are either super open or completely opposed to integration. They are 
very polarized or just don't want to talk”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 
 
Q: Did you feel the need for such discussions? 
“Honestly, I would need to. I think it would help to have extra”. (RO_girl_age 16-18) 
Q: Does it seem to you that the kind of lack of conversation leads to violence or 
extreme marginalization?  
“Yes, I believe that by not coming into an environment that teaches you inclusion 
and tolerance, you believe an opinion influenced by what you see around you”. 
(RO_girl_age 16-18) 
 
Islamist-extremism and anti-Roma 
The next question was about islam and anti-islam attitudes in Romania. Both groups 
responded that in Romania, in their view, the main debates including anti-islam 
narratives are those related to politics and political leaders. They believe that the 
majority of the anti-ethic groups hatred goes towards the Roma community.  
“I have not heard about Islam but for different ethnic groups, yes. Especially for the 
Roma. It seems to me that Romanians are often more open to people from middle 
east than our local ethnicities” (Mihaela, Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18) 
“We have had many discussions, especially with foreigners in politics. People who 
come from abroad and get involved in politics in Romania. But these comments 
come from older people or with a certain degree of education” (Marcel, Man FG, 
Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 
On the anti-Roma sentiments, both groups acknowledged that there is not only an 
exclusionary attitude in society and school more explicitly, but a denial of historical 
facts and a generalised marginalisation. The latter predominantly appears as ‘casual 
racism’ and can be identified through universalised comments as “if you’re 
behaving badly, the gipsy will come and get you”. Students from both groups 
confirmed they have heard these kind of comments growing up either from their 
family, neighbours or friends. The prejudices towards women from the Roma 
community are particularly spread widely with perceptions of women giving birth to 
children from a very young age or women being uneducated.  (summary of both 
FGs in Romania) 
 
We always have extremes. To this day, I think society is totally divided between 
those who defend the rights of migrants with all their might, and those who would 
like to see them sink into the sea. We don't have a middle ground. We always come 
back to the argument of polarising ourselves on two extremes. ((IT_UNICT women, 
uni students, person 4). 
 
The majority of students reported positive when asked if some kind of polarisation 
is based on the social status and superiority/inferiority of Romanians compared 
with other countries. 
“The part of “foreigners not telling us what to do” I see quite a bit, including in 
family meetings. There are those who say that Romanians are better and smarter 
than others but also those that believe there are good things in foreigners and we 
should learn from them”. (Marcel, Man FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 
 

Exacerbated by the media 
 
For example Netflix representation of 
‘oppressed Muslim girl who want to take 
off her hijab’; misrepresents Muslim girls; 
it’s their choice, they are not forced into it. 
(BE FG girls high school) 
Media’s influence on people is great, so 
they have a responsibility no to 
misrepresent a social group, they need to 
educate more people. 
 
Greece boys FG age 16-17 picked out 
“religious fanaticism” as social polarisation 

“I think they should educate more on each subject more, to understand what they 
really mean, like the hijab thing… but what I see in the real world and what I see on 
Netflix are two different things. I think they should educate more about each [issue] 
before they include it in shows and stuff.” (FG: Females/Speaker 3/Antwerp/16-19). 
“They are portraying something on a show, and many people can see it, so many 
people get the wrong idea about hijabies, and I know they are trying to help, but 
they are not doing it right.” (FG: Females/Speaker 1/Antwerp/16-19). 
“I don’t think these memes are supposed to be funny, its more for people to 
understand. This one, with the [people], the Netflix adaptation, it’s all the same but 
like in Netflix you see differences in people, in what they like, more lesbians, more 
LGTB, diversity. It’s true that you only see this in Netflix adaptation, but like 
sometimes if I see a show or anything and I see a hijabie girl, and they display her in 
that show like she wants to take off her hijab, she doesn’t like it, she’s oppressed, 
she’s like forced to do everything… but like that’s not true, we do that with our 
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and that “some people inforce their views 
by force”  
 
The media and social media amplifies social 
polarisation by given extreme groups more 
air and visibility. (IT CeSi mixed Uni) 
 
The way media picks on certain people and 
their behaviour and scrutinises them: 
“queerbaiting” creates social polarisation 
and conflict within fans (UK mixed, uni) 

choose. I just think that sometimes Netflix interprets [it] wrong, their purpose is 
right, but they do it wrong.” (FG: Females/Speaker 1/Antwerp/16-19). 
This was an interesting comment, as the student identified the issue being with 
private companies who are trying to demonstrate diversity in their programming, 
but are doing so through one particular lens, limiting the audience’s understanding 
of a character and the culture/society they are representing. (FG Belgium 
girls_summary). 
Beatrice: yes, no, I would like to add something really simplistic. Starting from the 
scientific term, polarisation contains the poles, black and white, so it is the moment 
when society takes two different directions that don't have conciliations, basically 
extreme positions. So, polarisation is when society takes two directions that do not 
meet when a uniform decision has to be taken. In my opinion it is not so much, as in 
the example given by Luigi no vax/pro vax, the size of the group but the type of 
resonance that the group has. So obviously in large numbers the number of no vax 
people may seem large but in reality, it is negligible. It is the resonance that is given 
to the discourse of the algorithms, and therefore also the media. Specifically, the 
kind of resonance it has within society, the kind of value and weight that is given to 
groups that become polarised. (IT CeSi mixed Uni) 
 

Not aware of term 
Social polarisation was not a term well 
known among students, especially among 
younger participants 16-18, however, once 
some explanations were given, many could 
give examples and elaborate on it.  
Students also not so clear and sure about 
difference between the terms social 
polarisation, radicalisation and extremism. 
This was reported in the Greece FG with 
mainly girls age 16-18, and in Belgium boys 
FG age 16-19. 
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Node Memo Conspiracy theories 
Brief description Quotes 

Related to COVID and pandemic 
Boys spend more time online and 
on social media, they are more 
exposed to conspiracy theories 
such as that corona does not exists. 
(BE girls, age 16-19) 
Conspiracy in relation to vaccines 
that emerged during the pandemic, 
whether it alters people’s DNAs 
and whether the virus was 
deliberately spread. But older 
people more likely to believe in 
them than young people (GR_boys 
age 16_17) 
Parents very active in being anti-
vaccine (FG 10_RO_girls_16-18) 
Anti-vaccine sentiments leads to 
women attacking women (???) (FG 
10_RO_girls_16-18) 
Participants recognised trending 
anti-vaccine memes such as the 
one used in the UK FG 11 with 
mainly girls age 16-18, with Bill 
Gates being injected with money 
and 5G. 
Such memes quite common 
throughout the pandemic but many 
shared by older people, by the 
Facebook generation. (UK FG 11)  
Younger generation not faced a 
pandemic before so they waited for 
science to explain what is 
happening whereas the older 
generation jumped ahead, claiming 
to know best. (UK FG 11) 
Another example of older 
generation being unreasonable and 
non-scientific: Young girl the only 
one at work who was vaccinated, 
her boss didn’t want to inject 
chemicals into his arms and die age 
50. (UK FG 11) 
Older generation more gullible, 
they believe what they want, 
whereas younger ones are more 
guided by science. (FG 11 UK girls 
mainly) 
However students have also come 
across many young people who are 
anti-vaxxers but they boil it down 
to their parents being anti-vaxxers 
as well. (FG 11 UK girls mainly) 
Another recent conspiracy theory: 
the war in Ukraine being deliberate 
to distract from COVID.  
FG5 in Greece (high school girls) 
also identified widespread 
conspiracies with regards to the 
pandemic; vaccine intervenes with 

“Boys, they like game and stuff, and they are always on call, and I think it’s easier for boys to 
spread those things. Like, conspiracy theories, what happened in the news, and stuff… and girls, 
we’re busying doing our own stuff, most of the time, but at tea-time or a talk, like a deep talk, we 
throw everything into the conversation. And I think boys are very busy with the media… they 
believe conspiracy theories, like corona does not exist, and that sort of stuff.” (FG: 
Females/Speaker 1/Antwerp/16-19). 
FEMALE 1 
The chip part I thought maybe, but I thought that was like the Elon Musk, you know the brain chip 
thing that he was trying to do?  I thought that was what it was trying to get at. 
FACILITATOR 
So is it something you’re not very common with like, because it was quite – 
FEMALE 1 
No I recognised it, yeah, definitely, but ... 
FACILITATOR 
Throughout the pandemic – 
FEMALE 1 
Yeah. 
FACILITATOR 
So this is sort of, we’re in that anti-vax territory and some of the, have you come across that one, 
about 5G phones?  Yeah? 
FEMALE 1 
Similar things.  That’s more, I think that’s more kind of like another older generation thing, like 
people on Facebook, oh 5G’s like killing people, that kind of thing.  I don’t think people our age – 
FACILITATOR 
So that’s not something that would generally be, would sit within a kind of, you’d just look at that 
and go, meh.  You wouldn't be posting that one.  What’s the opposite of reposting? 
FEMALE 5  
Ignoring. 
FACILITATOR 
Ignoring, OK.  You’d be ignoring this. 
FACILITATOR 
Because you all want 5G coverage. 
FEMALE 1 
I just don’t like, there's not really any scientific evidence to prove that it’s like actually killing 
people.  If there was then maybe, yeah, but it’s like, whatever, it’s like old people on Facebook 
just scared of things. 
FEMALE 4 
Yeah I think that was the difference like, I think the younger generation, because we didn’t, like 
we literally knew nothing about COVID, I think we just waited like to see what scientists would 
actually come up with.  But I think the older generation was like, no, we know best, like the 
vaccine’s going to kill you, blah, blah, blah.  That was literally, I think that’s what it was, like they 
wanted to be right in the situation. (UK FG 11 with mainly girls age 16-18) 
FACILITATOR 
So what’s your general response to it when you see it? 
FEMALE 3 
[Unintelligible 01:18:35]. 
FACILITATOR 
Just ignore it? 
FEMALE 1 
I don’t ignore it.  I make a comment. 
FACILITATOR 
Oh do you? 
FEMALE 1  
Yeah, because everyone I work with is anti-vax.  My manager doesn’t believe in the vaccine.  He 
goes he doesn’t believe in COVID, he doesn’t believe in the vaccine.  I just kind of stand there, 
because I’m double vaccinated.  I’m there like, well clearly it does do something, and he was like, 
I don’t want to die when I’m 50.  That’s what he said to me.  He said he doesn’t want to get 
vaccinated because he doesn’t want to die at 50, because he believes that they are injecting 
chemicals into his body.  And I was just there like, oh well I don’t think so because I’ve had the 
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pregnancy and alters people’s DNA; 
government inserts chips into 
people to control them. These are 
scientifically proved to be wrong. 
One girl questions the logic behind 
such fears, exposing it as  egoistic 
and self-centred behaviour 
believing that they are so 
important that the government will 
take such measures to control 
them.  
Coronavirus related conspiracy 
theories aired on television such as 
on Rai 2 about the origin on the 
virus; they didn’t provide evidence 
of their thesis. (FG7 IT) 
COVID was new and the pandemic 
unprecedented, there was a lot of 
uncertainties which is breeding 
ground for conspiracy theories.   
They contain an element of truth 
otherwise they won’t take off but 
there is also an element of interest. 
For example the link between 
COVID and 5 G. China was ahead of 
it’s game with 5 G technology and 
linking COVID with a Chinese 
technology is damaging for China. 
This takes care of the completion 
(FG7 IT) 
Conspiracy theories more of a 
comfort zone, we don’t have 
answers to everything, provides 
certainty and comfort in the face of 
new and the unknown. (FG7 IT)  
Therefore not specific to older 
generation or people with low 
levels of education. (FG7 IT) 
No-vaxxers are radicalised middle 
aged people who ‘fossilise in their 
own ideas’ (FG8 summary) 
Anti-vax conspiracy theories also 
include some facts, not all 
fabricated. There will always be 
people that are against vaccination. 
(FG 8 IT_UNICAT women uni) 
Problem is the instrumentalisation 
of the anti-vax movement and 
people, it’s not about freedom of 
choice, it’s a public health issue and 
being against the vaccination is an 
extreme and harmful position to 
take.  (FG 8 IT_UNICAT women uni) 
Mixed messages by governments 
about the vaccines has led to 
confusions about the safety of the 
vaccines, especial with people with 
‘few cultural tools’. Also, state 
imposed a paternalistic position 
imposing the vaccine as the only 
way out of the pandemic creating 

vaccine, yeah my arm was achy for a day, but I’m still alive.  Might not live until 50, but I don’t 
think I’m going to die at the age of like 49 because of the COVID vaccine.  There's just no scientific 
evidence that it’s going to kill you, and I was trying to explain that to him and he just didn’t really 
get it, and so I just – 
(UK FG 11 with mainly girls age 16-18) 
FEMALE 2 
Yeah but I think with stuff like this [anti-vax], because like COVID, like that’s a, there's kind of 
more scientific, like the younger generation, we want evidence, but the older generation, they’re 
just gullible.  They believe whatever they want.  But like when it’s stuff like racism and 
Islamophobia and stuff like that, that’s more susceptible to the younger generation, because in 
that sense they’re more gullible to like be views be pushed on them. 
(UK FG 11 with mainly girls age 16-18) 
‘[…] Meaning… «Oh they insert microchips to us», because we are so important for the State that 
[they] want us all to have microchips. Meaning… I think it also turns to an egoistic element of 
individuals as well’ P3, gender: girl, 16-18 (FG 5 mixed, P5, Markopoulo, 16-18)  
 
Piero: So, talking about conspiracy theories, the first one that comes to mind is the one related to 
the Coronavirus. But it's not just that, especially because there have been several of them on 
television, especially on Rai 2, if I remember correctly, those linked to the origin of the 
coronavirus. They talked about it in every possible way, but never brought any empirical evidence 
of the facts. (FG7_IT_Cesi) 
 
Luigi: yes then, my experience is that of the conspiracy theory regarding 5G, always concerning 
the covid discourse, because I had done my master's thesis on 5G and it was then one of the 
topics that always came out like ... what are you doing your thesis on? On 5G, I answered, but not 
on how it transmits the virus... there was always the joke and that speech resonated. In my 
opinion the key is always the uncertainty factor, what I was saying before, which is the origin of 
the conspiracy theory. Basically, what does the conspiracy theory give you? A certainty, an 
explanation to something unexplainable. At least now with the covid discourse it's something 
unexplainable because it was all new and even the experts in the field didn't know, and still don't 
have the data as they might have for other viruses or other problems that maybe we've had for 
years... like HIV. Obviously being there for more years we have a lot more data and a lot more 
experience. In my opinion, to answer the question of whether there's any truth in all this, 
mmmhh... more or less in my opinion, yes, there has to be some element of truth in it, because in 
my opinion if you don't put some truth in it, it doesn't hold up and you can't include people who 
are a bit more educated in the game and you only get the gullible as followers. What I think is 
that rather than elements of truth there are elements of interest. Then this could also be a 
conspiracy theory of my own say. Is it likely that there is an interest in throwing into the public 
debate a theory such as 5G spreading a virus that originated in China, which happens to be a 
player that is ahead of other players in 5G? And strangely enough, we manage to make a Chinese 
virus associated with a Chinese technology look bad. We throw them together in the debate, you 
put it in the hands of people whom you can tell that donkeys fly if they have Covid, they buy. I 
don't think this is a conspiracy, just a logical and objective reflection of what... it's very easy to 
throw a message like that into the debate and at the same time it's also very profitable, with little 
to invest in it. (FG7_IT_Cesi) 
 
Antonio: yes, thank you. I would start by saying that I also think that conspiracy theories are more 
of a comfort zone. Considering the fact that, as human beings, we are limited, we don't have an 
answer to everything, when we are faced with something that affects us, it can be a pandemic or 
an economic crisis, we all look for answers based on what our capacities are. (…)This is to say that 
everyone can fall for conspiracy theory. Many say it is something relegated to older generations 
or those with a low level of education, but not necessarily. 
(FG7_IT_Cesi) 
 
Conspiracy theories" and, more specifically, the "No Vax" group, was another topic dealt with, on 
which negative judgments were expressed; according to the students, this type of mentality is 
more radicalised in those middle-aged people (rather than young people), who show a great 
interest in science and politics, but who, at the same time, tend to fossilise in their own ideas, 
shaping their existence according to their personal beliefs, without taking into account the 
opinions of others. In this case, according to the girls, the 'No Vax' group can be considered a 
clear example of extremism. (FG8 IT UNICT summary) 
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divisions among people.  (FG 8 
IT_UNICAT women uni) 
Many No-vaxxers  in Italy got 
vaccinated, 90% vaccination rate. 
The problem was lack of dialog 
which led to extreme positions on 
the no-vax side, they had an issue 
with implementing it not principally 
against vaccinations. FG8 IT UNICT 
women age 18-25)  
No-vaxxers two camps: those who 
are educated/cultured, their 
rejection more ideological perhaps, 
whereas those who are ignorant 
are also easily mouldable hence 
less ideological driven? (FG8 IT 
UNICT women age 18-25) 
(Necla: This includes a judgement 
of educated and uneducated, 
polarising in itself!) 
Problems was that there was no 
clear communication about the 
vaccines (AstraZeneca being 
approved and then withdrawn) 
Italy is famous for never explaining 
anything in a clear and transparent 
way. (FG8 IT UNICT women age 18-
25) 
Anti-vax demonstrations can turn 
violent.  
Took part at an anti-vax 
demonstration and  was 
intimidated by a fellow 
demonstrator to take off her mask. 
This is an example of such positons 
turning extremist but not all are.  
Problems was that vaccination 
became mandatory with the green 
pass felt like being in a dictatorship, 
fears of people that the green pass 
will remain as a measure of control 
forever,  a health measure became 
politically loaded, and more 
complicated as the pandemic 
continued. (FG8 IT UNICT women) 
Overload of  information leads to 
choose and select what suits your 
believes and narratives. Feels 
empowering to reject certain 
narratives perpetuated by 
mainstream media and by officials, 
not a sheep following blindly and 
not being fooled by the system.  
(FG8 IT UNICT women age 18-25) 
Mandatory vaccination and the 
green pass an extreme policy in 
itself leading to extremist reaction. 
When something is imposed top 
down, there is bound to be a 
rejection and opposition to that. 
(FG8 IT UNICT women age 18-25) 

P6: The problem is in the terms in which the whole question is posed. It's clear that everyone is 
free to have their own ideas, without a shadow of a doubt. But when there are situations like 
this, when there are larger interests or when there is a protection of health and freedom, of real 
interests, the interests of all... it is clear that extremism is not good. But we should use our heads 
a little more. The problem with No Vax is the instrumentalization of these masses, of people who, 
in my opinion, are ignorant, who do not base their ideas on anything concrete and 
documentable, they get caught up in these ideas, which in some ways are crazy ideas, and they 
are instrumentalised. So, the problem is at the root. It's the terms that are being used for the 
issue, given that everyone is free to do what they want, I personally would not stand on this issue 
with all this freedom of choice, I would potentially be for compulsory vaccination.(FG8 IT UNICT 
women age 18-25) 
P8: Overall, with regard to the Covid vaccine, communication has not been the best. Partly 
because we are in a phase where it is very difficult to have them, because they have contradicted 
themselves several times: first the AstraZeneca vaccine was good for everyone, then it was 
withdrawn, then it was put back, then only for a certain age group. So, it is clear that people with 
few cultural tools get confused. This paternalistic policy of the state where you have to get 
vaccinated to get out of the pandemic, treating people as if they were idiots and creating further 
divisions among the No Vax people. There are those who are illiterate, while there are those who 
vaccinate out of a sense of community, which they clearly exacerbate.  (FG8 IT UNICT women age 
18-25) 
P9: For the No Vax people it's not just a question of ignorance. Because we can divide them into 
two categories: there are people who are really cultured, maybe there is more ideology there; 
while those who are more ignorant it is easier to mould them. So, it is not just something of lack 
of culture.  
P4: People who have an ideology at their base are more dangerous.  
P9: Because being more educated also makes you more credible.  (FG8 IT UNICT women age 18-
25) 
P4: In fact, in my opinion, it wasn't so much the lack of information as the bombardment of this 
information, some of it right and some of it wrong. Among other things, people didn't understand 
anything. But there was no clear communication. They withdrew AstraZeneca and put in the 
other vaccines, but they didn't explain why. Italy is famous for never explaining anything in a clear 
and transparent way. (FG8 IT UNICT women age 18-25) 
P4: In fact, in my opinion, it wasn't so much the lack of information as the bombardment of this 
information, some of it right and some of it wrong. Among other things, people didn't understand 
anything. But there was no clear communication. They withdrew AstraZeneca and put in the 
other vaccines, but they didn't explain why. Italy is famous for never explaining anything in a clear 
and transparent way. We have not arrived at extremist behaviour like in America, because in 
America they started drinking bleach, that is really suicidal extremism. (FG8 IT UNICT women age 
18-25) 
P9: I have direct experience of it, for example. I was at a No Vax demonstration in Piazza Borgo. 
While I was there taking the bus, a gentleman came up to talk to me, because he had actually 
seen me on my own. He gave me a speech about masks, he said he was a lawyer, he started 
bombarding me with arguments about masks, he started telling me to take off a mask. You can 
see how this extremism exists. Near us were the Policeman, there was also an ambulance, 
because you never know if someone is going to get hurt. A Policeman came to move away this 
man, because he had seen me trying to get away. (FG8 IT UNICT women age 18-25) 
P7: In my opinion it's even more complicated, because with the fact that the vaccine is combined 
with the green pass, it seems that people think they are in a dictatorship. It has become even 
more extreme, because they have given a health measure a political meaning. The situation, 
therefore, is even more serious than when it was just 'take off your mask'. For example, on 
Twitter there are people who insult you, people who think that with the green pass it will remain 
forever as an instrument of control; so, it is difficult to disentangle. They want their freedom, but 
it doesn't apply the other way around. They see the mask as submitting to a political will. So, it 
has become even more complex than it was at the beginning, when the vaccines arrived in 
January and February last year.  (FG8 IT UNICT women age 18-25) 
P7: For everything there is a conspiracy theory.(FG8_IT UNICT uni women) 
 
P7: Also, because everyone filters information in their own way, there are those who read the 
news as they wish to confirm their thesis.  
MODERATOR: As soon as a new piece of news comes out, they comment on it as they wish. 
P7: They share the only one that makes them right.  
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Not being a “conspiracy nut” ((FG8 
IT UNICT women age 18-25, P7) 
Vaccination and fertility issue also 
observed in Romanian FG not just 
affecting women’s fertility but also 
men’s fertility (FG9 with boys) 
I don’t want to be vaccinated, it’s 
my choice, doesn’t make me an 
extremist 

P5: The problem is that it is easier to adhere to these more adverse narratives than to make a 
conscious choice.  
P7: It's a simplification. 
P8: Because those who don't have the tools and have the cultural limits are not able to 
disentangle themselves, because we are bombarded with information, so it is difficult to 
understand which information is 'based on something' and which is not. They are a bit 
sensationalist. When you can't disentangle yourself from this world of information, then you tend 
to simplify and try to feel smarter. Because 'I think we're in a new dictatorship because I'm 
smarter, I'm not fooled, I don't agree with what the media says, because I'm smarter; whereas 
you are sheep'. They seek their legitimisation with this kind of simplification. (FG8 IT UNICT 
women age 18-25) 
 
P7: (…) It's not about the state and all these absurd conspiracies that have been going on. The 
problem is that when something is imposed from above, there is a tendency to reject it, to put 
oneself in opposition. Then it is clear that from these extremists of the No Vax, who do these 
absurd things, there can be an extremism on the part of the State that imposes the vaccination 
requirement or the obligation of the green pass, whether it is right or wrong. From one 
extremism then comes another. (FG8 IT UNICT women age 18-25) 
Regarding “anti-vax” conspiracy theories, students do not believe in them. Some students are not 
vaccinated but they do not believe in those conspiracies. It was just a choice.  
“[About non-vaccinated people] I think it is a choice. Nobody said “you have to be vaccinated”, 
and nobody told me something about vaccines. I am not vaccinated but it does not make me an 
extremist. It is my choice. I do not want to be vaccinated. I am not against people that want to be 
vaccinated. The only thing is that I do not want to.”( FG Males, S., Antwerp/Belgium, 16-19). (FG 1 
Berlgium) 

Examples of conspiracy theories 
 
Lengthy discussions of boys only FG 
at college about whether to believe 
in aliens or not. One guy keeps 
repeating that the alien stud is 
complete bullock and that he will 
only believe it when he sees one. 
Others question how he can be so 
dismissive and sure and that given 
that the universe is so vast how can 
he be so sure (Necla: revokes 
notions of uncertainties and 
conspiracy theories) 
 
There is not answer to whether 
conspiracies are true or not, it’s a 
personal conviction . (UK FG 13 
boys) 
 
Moon landing, flat earth society, 
9/11, Great Replacement, white 
genocide, anti-vax, QAnon (FG1 
Belgium, boys) 
 
BilGate, money, 5G, the chip part, 
the brain chip thing, Queens death, 
the Royal Family controlling what 
gets out, Ukrainian war distracting 
from Covid, (UK FG 11) 
The Queen and rich people living 
longer because they drink 
children’s blood , ‘flat-earthers 
theory’ (FG5_GR mainly girls) 
World War II, Area 51 (FG 6 GR 
boys) 
Soros and Bill gate, QAnon (FG 7 IT) 

INTERVIEWER 
You’re not remotely interested in that.  But the alien stuff, that sounds quite interesting.  So, 
that’s a bit where I might go I’m interested in that.   
MALE  
It’s all bullshit, you’re telling me out of all however many planets and stuff there is that there’s 
nothing there.  
MALE  
It’s bullshit. 
MALE  
There’s no way we’re the only things living.  
MALE  
I promise you, yes, I’ll get into [unintelligible 00:19:17] and you can go and check.   
MALE  
I think where it’s like a grain of sand on a beach compared to our universe –  
MALE 
It’s all bollocks.   
MALE  
What, you don’t believe it in? 
MALE  
No, because it’s bollocks [overtalking 00:19:31]. 
MALE  
Until I see an alien, unless I am out – listen, unless I’m out on holiday and Paul comes in front of 
me –  
MALE 
But then again what determines what an alien is.  It could be a sheep – [overtalking 00:19:47].  
MALE  
Do you know how big the universe is? 
MALE 
So, we’re the only living things on this universe? 
MALE  
Until I see one it’s bollocks to me.   
MALE 
There’s one behind you.   
INTERVIEWER 
It’s on the telly screen.  You’re not necessarily seeing, you don’t see that way of, that conspiracy 
theory stuff doesn’t really –  
MALE  



 

153 
 

PA

GE  

\* 

ME

RG

EF

OR

M

AT

2 

The Terrapattists (FG 8 IT) 
 
 
 
 

[Overtalking 00:20:18].  You never believed the [unintelligible 00:20:21] was real.   
MALE 
If you had never seen a fish before, yes, and you believe [overtalking 00:20:28].   
MALE  
I’ve seen a fish now; I’ve not seen an alien have I? 
MALE  
Yes, but what I’m saying without seeing a fish –  
MALE  
So, you can’t sit there and say it is real.   
MALE  
Yes, but you can’t sit there and say it’s not. 
INTERVIEWER 
Isn’t that how conspiracy theories work though?  That actually you’ve got enough people saying –  
MALE 
There’s no answer to it.  It’s like to me I think it’s bullshit.  It could be true but –  
(FG 13 UK boys only) 
 
FEMALE 5 
Well I heard that, it was like last week, someone said that the war between Ukraine and Russia is 
just to put us off what’s hap-, like COVID being forgotten about, like a distraction. 
FACILITATOR 
OK, big distraction. 
FEMALE 3 
I’ve heard that like the Queen died six different ties.  Like every week somebody’s like, the 
Queen’s already dead.  She’s gone.  She’s not here anymore.  They’re just pretending because 
they don’t want her reign to be 69 years.  They want it to be 70, so they’re pretending that she’s 
still alive.  Like all of the time.  They did it with Prince Philip as well.  People would say that 
various people had died.   
FACILITATOR III 
Is there [unintelligible 01:22:46] the Queen’s dead? 
FEMALE 3 
I think so.  I don’t think everybody believes it, but there's lots of different sort of like variations of 
people saying the kind of Royal Family is just trying control what gets out. 
FEMALE 2 
I think that’s because like last week or something, there was this post from like a news website 
that said that the Queen was dead, but it was false information.  But they posted it and like 
because that was like evidence, that’s why people believed it. (FG 11 UK girls mainly) 
 
Students also mentioned conspiracy theories about Putin, indicating that he is actually dead, as 
well as another one about Queen Elizabeth and rich people living longer because they drink 
children’s blood. Another female student also referred to the ‘flat-earthers theory’. 

Definition and factors contributing 
to it 
Students (FG 1_BE_boys_age 16-
18) agree that boys and men are 
more attracted to conspiracy 
theories. A few thought it depends 
on people’s minds and not gender. 
One boy said girls more interested 
in these narratives.  
Old people on Facebook just scared 
of thigs, they believe in 
conspiracies. (FG 11, UK) 
They get their opinion from the 
internet, from uncritical 
engagement with the internet, 
whereas young people want more 
evidence. They will question it 
more. (FG 11, UK) 
Greece FG 4: describes it as “coffee 
shop talk”, spreading not scientific 
information, by mainstream media.  

I just don’t like, there's not really any scientific evidence to prove that it’s like actually killing 
people [5G].  If there was then maybe, yeah, but it’s like, whatever, it’s like old people on 
Facebook just scared of things. (FG11 UK mainly girls 16-17, female speaker) 
 
FEMALE 2 
Yeah but I think with stuff like this, because like COVID, like that’s a, there's kind of more 
scientific, like the younger generation, we want evidence, but the older generation, they’re just 
gullible.  They believe whatever they want.  But like when it’s stuff like racism and Islamophobia 
and stuff like that, that’s more susceptible to the younger generation, because in that sense 
they’re more gullible to like be views be pushed on them. 
FACILITATOR 
Where would you fact check your information?  So if you get stuff that comes on posts on social 
media, do you check other sites? 
FEMALE 1 
Most don’t.  Most people don’t.  They just repost blind. 
FEMALE 2 
That’s not believable.  That’s like just like, what does that even mean?  [Laughter] 
(FG11 UK mainly girls 16-17, female speaker) 
Conspiracy theories/Antivax as a pathway to extremism 
A male participant hasn’t heard of the term: “Not sure what conspiracy theory is” (FG mixed, 
Nikos, 16-18). Another participant said that it’s about “spreading non-scientific information that 
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Participant claims that young 
people use google to verify 
extremist information or rethoric, 
but this was questioned by other 
participant saying; most teenagers 
don’t fact check and repost 
uncritically. (FG4 Greece) 
FG 5 Greece: such theories can be 
intimidating for some, for 
adolescents it might be attractive 
as they are edgy.  
FG6 GR boys: older people more 
likely to believe in conspiracy 
theories  
FG7 Italy: No vaxxers seems to be 
people from low educational 
background (“graduate from 8th 
grade”), shows that ignorance 
drives believe in conspiracies. (FG7 
IT CeSie, Lorenza)  
This shows educational and cultural 
gap and generational differences  
(FG7 IT CeSie) 
This is questioned by Luigi in the 
same FG in Italy who points out 
that many educated people are 
anti-vaxxers. Real root cause are 
uncertainties. 
A comfort zone.  
Everyone is at risk of falling for 
conspiracy theories as we are not 
an expert of everything.   
Older people new to social media 
and not tech savvies; believe the 
first thing they see on the internet   
No gender difference 
 
 
 
 

is actually believed by a lot of people” (FG mixed, Maria, 16-18). Examples mentioned were 
“misinformation by mainstream media”, “coffee shop talk”, and antivaxers esp. in the context of 
Covid-19 (“the virus does not exist”). Another participant thought that these theories are “98% 
no true, they are fabricated and believed by many people” (FG mixed, Yameena, 16-18).   [GR FG4 
girls mainly, online.] 
 
Students analysed that people who elaborate on these notions tend to use very simple or 
sophisticated vocabulary, in order for people to be convinced, for example because something 
looks formal. Another student suggested that such theories get popular also when they are 
focused on people.  
A female student mentioned to also like such theories, mainly because this helps her think 
critically on how other people, who produce and promote such theories, think. 
In terms of how young people respond to these theories, one student mentioned that there are 
some young people who produce them. Through these theories wrong perceptions are 
transmitted to younger children, while there is no progress in the society. The male student 
underlined that some theories might cause fear to young children, sharing a personal experience. 
Another student believes that adolescents might be attracted to these theories and are open to 
them, as they are a bit more edgy. One of the mentioned factors on why young people have a 
positive stance towards these theories is that they constitute a mystery and are food for thought 
(FG5 Greece, mainly girls, 16-17) 
 
Antonio: yes, no, a very short thing... Lorenza gave a very good idea, that is, as an example of 
polarisation I was also thinking about the fact that at an educational level there is a huge gap 
between the previous generations, our parents' generations, and ours. In the generation of our 
parents there are many people who started working very early and dropped out of school, there 
are many adults with an eighth-grade education; on the other hand, in our generation, because 
of the competition to get a good job, people are now aiming for degrees even higher than a 
bachelor's or master's degree. This cultural and educational gap also exacerbates differences in 
political trends and choices. And therefore, the difference between the average young voter with 
a high level of education and the average adult voter over 50 with an eighth-grade education or 
even a higher education is very visible in the statistics... So maybe this is an example of 
polarisation. (FG7 IT CeSie) 
 
Luigi: (…) And so, in my opinion, also the fact of interpreting that the no vax people all have an 
eighth-grade education or that they are all ignorant is wrong. As pro vax as I am, I have known 
people who had degrees as well and also masters and whatever you want but they were still no 
vax. So, in my opinion, the very fact of pointing the finger at the no vax or at least at the pole in 
the dark, is a bit of the same fruit of polarisation... in the sense that, on the other side, there are 
the more pro-establishment people who say ah ok … It is basically a construction of reality in that 
sense as well. On the one hand they say there's Soros and Bill Gates, on the other hand if you 
make the vaccine, we'll reopen everything and everything will work. That's not the case, so 
basically the two poles are both wrong in my view. In my opinion, all this starts from the idea of 
uncertainty, which is also what Antonio said about the degree of education... that is, there is a 
strong uncertainty because these are uncertain times and therefore those on one side or the 
other always try to follow a path to find those certainties that they cannot find in everyday life. 
Especially in particular times like those of a pandemic. . (FG7 IT CeSie) 
 
Antonio: (…)This, I think, also answers the last point (which people are more attracted to 
conspiracy theories). In my opinion yes, probably people with low education or who are not able 
to distinguish authoritative from non-authoritative sources are more prone to fall for these 
conspiracy theories, as a matter of statistics. Go to any social media and the algorithm takes care 
of it itself. If you don't notice the difference between an authoritative newspaper and @Lercio.it 
(Italian satirical fake news agency) you will unfortunately fall for it, it is much more likely that you 
will. But broadly speaking, I think everyone can fall for one of these conspiracy theories, 
considering that no one is an expert and each of us will always have doubts about a subject that 
does not belong to us. . (FG7 IT CeSie) 
 
P7: In my opinion there is no [gender] distinction. I haven't had that in my life, apart from a friend 
who didn't want to get vaccinated and then did, but she wasn't a conspiracy nut, she had her 
reservations. No, from what I've seen it seems evenly distributed.  
P8: The only distinction I would make is age. In my opinion from about 40. 
P4: In my opinion a little bit more, from 50. 
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MODERATOR: What do they do from 40 upwards? 
P8: I think between 40 and 50 they are more influenced by these conspiracy theories, maybe they 
start to approach social media, they read the first news they see and they are convinced.  
P7: They are not digital natives. They are new to social. The problem is disentangling themselves 
from all the information. They are naiver, they don't read the details. 
P4: Exactly. 
P5: We are talking about people who were not educated at the base, who have a different 
cultural background. (FG8 IT) 

Fascinating! 
 
Finding conspiracy theories 
fascinating but it’s time consuming 
and feeding the brain with bad 
energy (FG2 BE girls) 
 
Fascinated by 9/11 and a who 
series of obscure events that 
happened on that day. (FG 7 IT) 
 
Liked to hears around 9/11; you 
can learn how others are thinking 
(FG5 Greece girls) 
 
Watches anti-vax videos to 
understand the counter-argument 
(FG 9_RO boys 16-18) 

“I used to love conspiracy theories… but I realised its time consuming and it’s not really the 
facts… it’s like feeding the brain bad energy… and I think you should educate more about it.” 
(FG2: Females/Speaker 3/Antwerp/16-19). 
 
Antonio: (…) The theory could be true, or it could be false, so you might as well believe it. As for 
my own experience, I, although I don't believe in any of the main conspiracy theories, I've always 
had a fascination with the 9/11 theory. Because there are actually a whole series of obscure 
points that drive you, that excite you, that make you want to research, to wander with your mind. 
Like, for example, the fact that one of the main cities of the most powerful nation in the world on 
that day had a whole series of problems and coincidences such that two planes were moving 
freely through the skies, and no one went to check. There must be thousands and thousands of 
rational answers, but it's almost fascinating to get carried away. (FG7 IT) 
 
A female student talked about the conspiracy theories around the 9/11 attacks: ‘[…] and I really 
liked hearing things like that, it was interesting, it was not like the vaccine and a chicken’ [another 
participant has mentioned earlier a meme about the anti-vaccinists which showed that if one gets 
the Covid-19 vaccine, they will turn into a chicken] ‘it was something more… For example, I heard 
that… [things about] Israel and the United States, and their relations, and that it was not really an 
airplane, there was already a bomb inside the building… and that some said that the airplane was 
a hologram, I have heard that too. Because they saw the airplane… that they measured the 
dimensions of the building and saw that the airplane should have already cut through the 
building, its wings and nose gear should have appeared, and the plane never appeared, or that 
they searched for parts of the plane and couldn’t find them and were wondering. There are many 
things. It is simply proved that the internet and people have a very big imagination… very big 
imagination.’ P4, gender: girl, 16-18 (FG mixed, P5, Markopoulo, 16-18)  
A female student mentioned to also like such theories, mainly because this helps her think 
critically on how other people, who produce and promote such theories, think. (FG 5 GR) 
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Node Memo Incel 
Brief summary Quotes 

FG13 UK:   
They are over 50, eat burger and 
noddle pot and live with their 
mum. 
If that ever came on my screen, 
fucking hell! 
There is always going to be stuff 
like that! Hatred towards women 
 
FG1 BE boys:  
It’s just their opinion” But they 
need to be jailed when they 
attack women! 
Don’t know any Incels, must be a 
minority 
 
FR 10 RO girls: When boys are 
turned down situation can 
escalate  
 
FG11 UK with mainly girls, college 
students, a few students were 
very much aware of Incels as they 
earlier on in the interview 
defined themselves as being 
active on social-justice issues.  
Key points; 
IT’s men who don’t get women 
because they are ‘insufferable’, 
like subservient women, wing 
that women only go for very 
masculine men, nice guys always 
finish last kind of mentality, they 
make that their identity, they feel 
like it’s societies fault but also 
blame everybody else, some 
female incel community, but not 
as widespread as men incel 
groups.  
Incels forums given platforms on 
websites such as 4chan and 
Reddit; big communities on those 
sites. A massive online problem, 
but also Incels turning extremists 
and killing people. 
Pick me boy milder version of 
incels:  
They have this nice guys finish 
last mentality, will try to please 
women in a weird way, 
complaining that they are being 
too nice to them and that it gets 
them nowhere, but they are nice 
for the purpose of getting 
women. They make you feel 
guilty. 
Common comments would be: 
Oh, no one goes out with me, Of 
you don’t feel bad for me, I am so 

NTERVIEWER 
What do you know about those guys? 
 
MALE 
Incels, isn’t that like – I know what it is, but I can’t remember what [unintelligible 
00:21:29]. 
 
INTERVIEWER 
OK, so what it stands for is involuntary celibate.  
 
MALE 
That’s when you don’t have sex.  
 
MALE  
You don’t do, is it where you don’t do it? 
 
INTERVIEWER 
So, it’s men who haven’t got like – guys who are older than you –  
 
MALE 
So, a virgin? 
 
INTERVIEWER 
Not necessarily, but they don’t have girlfriends, they don’t have partners and they blame 
women for that.  So, they become very hateful of women.  
 
MALE 
So, is that anti-feminist? 
 
INTERVIEWER 
Yes, they can be anti-feminist. 
 
MALE 
They’re about 60 and live their mum and eating burgers every time, and they’re saying it’s 
women’s fault.   
 
INTERVIEWER 
Explain that again.  
 
MALE 
They’re about like 60 years old, they live with their mums eating Rustler burgers and Pot 
Noodles every night for their tea. 
 
INTERVIEWER 
Rustler burgers, all right, OK.  That’s created quite an interesting picture.  You’ve not 
come across anything like that or that doesn’t appear in – 
 
MALE  
If that ever came on my screen, fucking hell, my phone [unintelligible 00:22:35].   
 
INTERVIEWER 
Again, this is along similar lines, stuff which might appear to be like anti-women, you talk 
about anti-feminist, but anti-women, stuff which is like saying they hate women. 
 
MALE 
Yes, there’s always going to be stuff like that.  There’s always going to be hate towards 
women.   
 
INTERVIEWER 
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lonely,.. If you don’t give them 
what they want and don’t go on a 
date with them, they will get 
horrible, will flip, they are not 
nice!  
 
Like the pipeline thing, the will 
interact with sexists post on 
normal social media and then 
move on to other sites, al slow 
pipeline process.  
See quotes for details.  
 
FG2 BE girls:  
Haven’t heard about the term 
Incels but could relate to anti—
women hatred and sentiments. 
They saw boys as being 
vulnerable to rejection by a girl 
and that boys are easily 
influenced by their peers, and 
had the desire to fit in; suggests 
that the boys themselves are 
victims and wouldn’t be like that 
if they didn’t experience rejection 
from women/girls or were 
confident and mature not trying 
to fit in. (Victim blaming?)  
 
FG7 IT women:  
Part of the problems is society’s 
fixed gender roles promoting 
certain kind of masculinity and 
femininity such as being fit, 
strong, personal grooming 
(make-up for women and dress 
smart for men). This 
discriminates people who do not 
have these attributes or 
attitudes. Women impose this 
values on men and men feel 
rejected  because they don’t fit 
these ideal man box.  
Not very common in Catania, but 
online yes, they can hide behind 
the screen and feel empowered 
online as a group.  
There is similar kind of behaviour 
on online platforms not sure if 
that fits into incles but they talk 
about kidnapping and rape, put 
up revenge porns of their ex-
girlfriend, blame women for not 
having a relationship with 
women, such men will never 
accept that it is their fault, always 
blame other, this is scary as well 
as they are  capable of doing bad 
things. (implies that femizide is 
related to Incels… that it’s the 
same kind of mentality) 
 

Hate towards people, but have you come across it?  I’m seeing a lot of shaking of heads 
here.  
 
MALE 
There’s sexist ones, sexist things, but it’s not [unintelligible 00:23:14].  It depends how 
you see it; a lot of people are snowflakes nowadays. (FG 13 UK men) 
 
ACILITATOR 
Yes I have got incels.  Since we’ve got 10 minutes, because that’s another topic we 
wanted to cover.  Do you know what an incel is?  Can you explain? 
FEMALE 
Yeah. 
FEMALE 1 
Yeah.  Sorry, this is like a really, I’m really passionate about this topic.  So like I think that 
really leads to the pipeline thing, and I think incels also really connect with like neo-
Nazism and stuff like that. 
FACILITATOR 
Can we just pause a second, because I’m going to just check, who here has heard the 
term incel and knows what it means?  OK, so it’s probably worthwhile you then giving us 
a quick introduction. 
FEMALE 1 
So it means involuntarily celibate.  So it’s basically men that don’t get women, in a blunt 
way, but like they don’t get women because, OK no that’s an opinion, I probably should – 
FACILITATOR 
It’s not an opinion. 
FEMALE 1 
I was just going to say they don’t get women because they’re like insufferable. 
FACILITATOR 
Ah, that’s an opinion [laughter]. 
FEMALE 1 
Yeah, and they’re like anti-feminist.  They’re very like, women should be subservient.  
Women only go for like really masculine men and it’s unfair, things like that. 
FEMALE 5 
Nice guys always finish last. 
FEMALE 1 
Exactly. 
FACILITATOR 
What was that?  Nice guys finish last? 
FEMALE 5 
Yeah. 
FEMALE 1 
Exactly. 
FEMALE 
The make it like their identity. 
FEMALE 3 
Yes, like they make not getting women their entire identity.  They think it’s a societal 
problem that society is like making men [unintelligible 01:25:13], which it definitely is, but 
at the same time it’s not like, they feel like it’s everyone else’s fault, like they won't 
change and be a nice person, because it’s not their fault basically. 
FACILITATOR 
So let’s be really clear.  This is a gender group. 
FEMALE 
Yeah it’s men.  Well actually no, there’s a female like community but it’s not as 
widespread or well known as the men. 
FACILITATOR 
So carry on with your response to it now that we’ve established what they are. 
FEMALE 1 
So like there’s a lot of like incel forums, and websites like 4chan and Reddit like 
perpetuate them and give them big communities to talk in.  Now they obviously talk 
about sexism and women and stuff, but I feel like it also has a place to perpetuate racism 
and anti-Semitism, and it happens a lot in these groups, and for the most part I think 
incels is a massive online problem.  But obviously there’s been like a lot of incels 
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FG9 and 10 in Romania: Incels 
were discussed under the 
heading: Misogyny, gender based 
violence and Incels;  
Misogyn common, also gendered 
expectation of ideal men and 
women’s role, men who think 
that they are superior to women, 
came across situations that 
escalated after the boy was 
turned down, a lot of harassment 
by boys online and at school.  
 

murdering people, because their views get so extreme that it comes into real life and they 
go and murder people. 
FACILITATOR 
Can I ask you, where have you learnt the term, where have you come across the term 
incel? 
 
FEMALE 3 
The internet.  Like people like [unintelligible 01:26:46] make fun of them because it’s like 
really ridiculous.  It’s like a community of entire men who just base their personality off 
not being, not feeling attractive, if you will, but like making it everyone else’s problem.  
And they’ll say things that are just like really ridiculous, like they classify themselves in 
certain ways, and it’s like they’ll post things, I can’t think of like an example off the top of 
my head, but there’s definitely like a kind of element that like people will make fun of 
them because it’s just like so ridiculous.  You look at it, it’s like [unintelligible 01:27:22]. 
FACILITATOR 
So if you saw something posted, again posted on social media, you’d be able to identify it 
as incel? 
FEMALE 3 
Probably, yeah. 
FACILITATOR 
As opposed to where they have their conversations in in a different forum, a different 
network of social media, which is Reddit, 4chan and similar, they’re not as publicly 
accessible as Twitter or Instagram or Snapchat. 
FEMALE 1 
No.  But it’s like the pipeline thing again.  Sorry, I love that word.  So like you’ll come 
across like a casually sexist post, but then incels will interact with it, and maybe you start 
interacting with them, and then you move over to these platforms, and obviously it 
happens slowly, but it does happen. 
FACILITATOR 
And how comes the others, I think we’ve got only three or four of you knew what incel is, 
so are you more familiar now that she has kind of talked about it?  Does it ring bells?  Are 
you still like, oh I don’t [unintelligible 01:28:25]? 
FEMALE 
Yeah I still wouldn’t be able to recognise it. 
FEMALE  
I’ve heard of like the nice guys finish last. 
FEMALE 
Yeah I’ve heard about that bit. 
FEMALE 
I think, I don’t know, I’ve heard of that as like pick me boys – 
FEMALE 
Yeah [some agree]. 
FACILITATOR 
Pick me boys?  So there’s pick me boys as well? 
FEMALE 
Yeah. 
FACILITATOR 
Explain what they do. 
FEMALE  
They like try and please women but in weird ways, like by being like, oh I’m too nice, it 
never gets me anywhere, but doing it nice, be nice for the purpose of getting women. 
FEMALE 
[Unintelligible 01:29:00]. 
FEMALE 
Yeah like making them feel guilty. 
FACILITATOR 
So it’s a manipulation.  It’s a kind of manipulation. 
FEMALE 
Yeah, it’s like oh, no one goes out with me. 
FEMALE 1 
Oh don’t you feel bad for me, I’m so lonely. 
FEMALE 
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Or, I’m so ugly.  That’s another one [laughter]. 
FEMALE 2 
And then if you don’t give them what they want, so like sexual things or dating them or 
whatever, they will get like horrible. 
FACILITATOR 
So they flip. 
FEMALE 1 
They’re not nice.  They’re just nice for their own purposes. 
FACILITATOR 
So would they flip, so again that wouldn't, does that link to your pipeline into incel stuff 
as well? 
FEMALE 1 
I think nice guys and like pick me boys are probably the more milder version of incels 
most likely. 
FEMALE  
[Unintelligible 01:29:45] definitely. 
FG11 UK  
 
Incels/Toxic masculinity/misogyny leading to violence/gender based violence 
The students required a definition of the term Incel, as none of them had heard the term 
before. 
However, they believed that this perspective is probably created when young boys/men 
are rejected by girls/women and that: 
“With one experience they think that ‘you are all the same’, just because they were hurt 
by one woman.” (FG: Females/Speaker 3/Antwerp/16-19). 
When asked if this was a big issue in Antwerp, all of the participants said yes, however it 
was unclear if they believed that Incels specifically were a big issue, or if anti-women 
sentiments were the problem. 
The participants shared how they believe that the boys could be easily affected by the 
spread of anti-women sentiments: 
“I think boys are very easily influenced here, because of other boys. There is a very big 
influences from Snapchat [in particular]” (FG: Females/Speaker 1/Antwerp/16-19). 
Although Snapchat was specifically mentioned by the participants, they said that it was 
not the only app/platform that was influencing young boys. The students also believed 
that boys were easily influenced by their friends and their desire to feel included or to fit 
in. 
When asked about societal expectations for the roles that men and women should play, 
one student stated that: 
“I think it’s a cultural thing. It does happen… they (men) have a different statues… they 
don’t see women as equals.” (FG: Speaker 4/Antwerp/16-19) 
The participants were where a variety of different backgrounds and cultures, but most of 
them agreed with the idea that across their culture’s misogynistic points of view about 
women’s roles in society were prevalent. 
(FG2 BE girls) 
 
P7: I think this figure [Refering to Incels] has developed because of society, because it is 
based in the way men see the figure of the woman. Because they want a woman who is 
fit, who wears make-up, who wears feminine clothes, who has these characteristics. The 
woman also sees that the man has to keep fit and that he has to take care of himself. So, 
both women and men get an idea of the other in their own way, discriminating against 
those who do not have all these characteristics. Many guys feel an outcast because 
women also make these discriminations, so they feel rejected because women want them 
to be a certain kind of man. 
MODERATOR: An ideal model. 
P7: Like Ken's Barbie model. 
(…)  
MODERATOR 2: Do you think that the figure of the Incel is very widespread among young 
people in our country and in our city? 
P4: Not in my opinion very much, not in Catania. 
MODERATOR 2: Or online? 
P4: Online a lot. 
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P8: There are those classic people who send messages on Facebook, who demand an 
answer and when they get an answer, they go on and on and when the answer is not 
given, they react badly. 
P4: They react with insults.  
(…) 
MODERATOR: They alone would be nothing, but since they have joined forces... this 
community has been formed. 
P4: If they remained isolated cases, they would not move forward because they 
themselves are aware... or perhaps because of this self-attribution of little value. 
MODERATOR: They call themselves ugly.  
P4: Social media is the perfect platform to hide yourself. Because if my identity remains 
protected, I can allow myself to say and do whatever I want. The thing is, I don't know to 
what extent the category of Incel is simply labelled as a person who writes to you, says 
bad words to you. Because based on what I read, they were organised into platforms, like 
forums, where they talked about kidnapping and rape. There were even people who 
would tell, to give props, that he was doing Revenge porn on his ex-girlfriend, who had 
been dumped. 
MODERATOR: And then they are dumped. 
P4: They stand out in people who have never been able to have a relationship. So "is it 
me wrong or is it the wrong women", it's almost always the wrong women, because 
people who are pathological will never admit that it's their fault and will blame others. 
Then people who have been rejected, who already plan great revenge. So, they fall into 
these two categories. I don't know who is scarier, because both are scary and I think they 
are capable of doing bad things. (FG 7 IT women) 
 
Misogyny and gender-based violence and Incels 
 
When showed a meme about a man asking a woman to clean the house in order to 
validate her womanhood, the boys responded positive to hearing such comments 
generally. They seemed to have encountered stereotypical jokes quite a lot, whether in 
their group or outside their group of friends and responded that they mostly regard them 
as jokes. 
 “I know people on social media who have such beliefs, but they stay with themsleves and 
do not intersect with those who do not have such beliefs. They place a lot of importance 
on the economic aspect” (Alex, Man FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 
Misogyny seems to be widespread from their perspective  
“I know many who are misogynistic or have questionable opinions about women. Men 
who overestimate themselves compared to women” (Marcel, Man FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 
16-18). 
However, the boys have raised the issue of them being the target of such comments as 
well: 
“I've heard girls say this more often, that men have to have everything figured out and all. 
Or they say about themselves that men should take care of them. They disregard 
themselves. They think that's what men expect from them” (Mihai, Man FG, Cluj-
Napoca/RO, 16-18). 
When asked whether they have heard of Incels and if they know what it means, both 
groups responded positive to knowing of or experiencing men who have aggressive 
feelings towards women. 
“I came across situations that escalated after the boys were turned down” (Andreea, 
Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 
“Many girls have experienced such an attitude from an early age” (Anca, Women FG, Cluj-
Napoca/RO, 16-18). 
Q: Were girls harassed? 
Yes, many times. I've heard of girls being harassed online (child pornography) (Anca, 
Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 
“I was put in a situation where I was harassed at school by a boy. And we hear a lot of 
cases in our circle” (Oana, Women FG, Cluj-Napoca/RO, 16-18). 
Professors and colleagues don’t seem to get involved very often but students reported 
that in some serious situations, the school community gets involved. 
 (FG 9 and 10 summary) 
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